Birds in Avon

Details of t he species of the Avon recording area
and how their status has changed over time

Edition 8




This is the eighth annual  edition of this checklistand ,inadditionto includ ing records up to the end of 2024
all old records, particularly national rarities prior to 1958, have been reviewed and updated and several
errors have been corrected.

| need to thank  various people for the invaluable help they have provided:

Rich Andrews for allowing me to use his line drawing s to illustrate the text
Nigel Milbourne  for access to his archive of Somerset Bird reports back to 1924
Martyn Hayes for his input on the birds of South Glos

Keith Naylor for his archive of old national rarities,

Harvey Rose and Andy Davis for answering numerous queries ,

Pete Hazelwood, Will Duckworth and various others  over the years for helping to clarify individual records

This is the last edition of this checklist that | intend to produce, at least in this format.

Richard Mielcarek
January 202 6



The Avon Recording area

The county of Avon was created in 1974 but disbanded 22 years later . The current Avon recording area covers the four unitary authorities, Bristol, South
Gloucestershire, North Somerset, and Bath and North East Somerset, that replaced the county of Avon.
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The Avon List

There are 17 0 species that are regular in Avon , by which | mean they have been recorded each year this
century. However, on average 224 species are recorded locally each year, with highs of 237 in both 2011
and 2012, and a low of 215 in 2018 ,and a total of 31 6 species have been recorded this century.

A further 25 species were last recorded locally in the twentieth century

Red-breasted Goose (1909) Marsh Sandpiper (1984)

Black Grouse (1922) Terek Sandpiper (1986)

Arctic Warbler (1965) Broad - billed Sandpiper (1988)
Little Crake (1967) Wil sonds Phal arope (19,
Nutcracker (1968) Black Stork (1992)

Pied-billed Grebe (1968) Icterine Warbler (1992)

Bridled Tern (1958) Black -winged Pratincole (1993)
Gyrfalcon (1962) Yellow -rumped Warbler (1994)
Rough -legged Buzzard (1974) Killdeer (1996)

Roller (1976) Black -throated Thrush (1996)
Greater Sandplover (1979) Taiga Bean Goose (1998)
Melodious Warbler (1979) Aquatic Warbler (1999)

Lesser Grey Shrike (1982)

And a further six have not been recorded since the nineteenth century

Baillondéds Crake (1840) Sooty Tern (1885)
Ivory Gull  (pre-1860) Pall asés Sandgrouse
Whitebds Thrush (1871) Two -barred Crossbill (1895)

By the start of 202 5 the total Avon list stood at 34 7 species, with another three records only identified to
genus (a Fregatta storm  -petrel in 2009 , a Frigate bird sp ecies in 2005 and one of the Subalpine Warbler
complex in 2004 ). However this total will change shortly due to various taxonomic changes being
implemented nationally

To put the Avon total into perspective the only adjacent county with a higher total is Somerset with 359.
Gloucestershire has 338, Wiltshire 328 and Gwent 308. The Avon total is ranked 31st in the UK.

Additional species have been recorded in Avon but are not included on the list for various reasons:
9 although initially accepted, some have subsequently been found to no longer be acceptable, these
are detailed in  Appendix_ 2
1 for others there was doubt about whether the bird was of a wild origin , see Appendix 3 , while
1 some have been treated as escapes, see Appendix 4 and

M forafewthe correct identification is in doubt, see Appendix 5 .
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Guides to the local avifauna over the years

Several 6checklistsd of | ocal biThedirstwdsa Wieelér ¢ £8i4 ) the dBNS Rrateedings :
this does not defi ne ¢tomerd @Boughstt méntiods thé estuariés @f the rivers Avon and
Severn, and Steep Holm.

Playne (1898) gives an overview of the local birdlife at the end of the nineteenth century and Charbonnier
(1899 ) gives a species list compiled by members of the BNS ornithological section. This list defined the
boundaries as foll ows; fon the north, a |line drawn east wa
of Gloucester near Badminton, on the east a line drawn from Badminton to Wells so as to include Bath; on

the south the River Axe, on the w est that part of the coastline of the Bristol Channel wh ich stretches from

the mouth of the Axe to Aust ClIiff . 0

At th e start of the twentieth century there was no annual bird report or even mention of any local sightings

other than the occasional paper in the BNS proceedings. The current Ornithological Section of the BNS

started in late 1922 and an annual bird report , initially called the Ornithological Notes , was included in the

BNS Proceedings from 1936.

The next formal checklist was Davis ( 1947 ), again in the = BNS Proceedings. This covered a larger area,
bounded to the north by a line between Slimbridge and Tetbury, in the east by the Wiltshire border, and in
the south by a line between Frome and Wells and then the River Axe to the coast.

From 1955 the title of the annual report in the BNS Proceedings  was changed to the Bristol Bird Report and
from 1974 it was renamed the Avon Bird Report, to reflect the creation of Avon as a separate county that

year. This report became a separate standalone publication in 1983 when the Avon Ornithological Group

was formed , and a Ithough the county of Avon was disbanded in 1996 there is still a formal Avon recording
area and an annual Avon Bird Report.

For simplicity all these earlier reports , since 1936, are called the ABR in this document.

More recently Harvey Rose published a series of summaries of the Avon list , Rose (1985), Rose (1995) and
Rose (2000), while Mielcarek (2021) brings these up to date.

In addition, two local atlases have been published, a breeding atlas, Bland and Tully (1991) and a full atlas,

Bland and Dadds (2012), both based upon local data compiled for various BTO national surveys. These give
extensive local distribution and population data for the commoner species, although both use the BTO Avon
region which uses full 10km squares and thus includes part of the Mendips that is in Somerset rather than

Avon.

Various lists have also been published for Somerset which include records from the southern half of the
recording area, and for Gloucestershire which include records from the northern part.

The Somerset Bird Report started in 1911 and Palmer and Ballance (1968) is a useful summary of records
from that area, while the Gloucestershire Bird Report did not start until 1963.



4

Sources used for O6publishedbé records
Most of the records listed have been published in the ABR while a few have been published in the Somerset
Bird Report (these are marked SBR), the Gloucestershire Bird Report, (GBR) or invarious articles  published

in Bristol Ornithology

Accurate sources are harder to find for records prior to 1936 and there is often conflict between various

authorities . For many | have been able to trace them back to an original letter published in the Zoologist, a

monthly magazine published between 1843 and 1916 and which is archived online. Other records were

published in the Field, a weekly magazine which, unfortunately, is not readily available. | have therefore

had to rely on mentions in the following sources;  Yarrell (1843) , Wheeler (1874) , Mathew (1 893), Blathwayt
(1906), Witchell and Strugnell (1892), Davis (193 6) and Davis (1947) . | have also included some early

records from Blagdon Lake that are mentioned on the Blagdon Birds website

For national rarities  after 1958 | have only included recordsa ccepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee
which are marked [BBRC]. The BBRC was only formed in 1958 to assess national rarities and for their pre

1958 statistics they rely upon the decisions in Naylor (2024) . | have marked those accepted by him  with
[Naylor] but , for completeness , | have also included previously published records which he finds

unacceptable but with a suitable caveat.

Copies of the old BNS Proceedings and the Zoologist magazine are available online from the Biodiversity

Heritage Library  while the list of  references indicates other sources which are available online.



Local rarities

The ABR only publishes records of unusual species after receipt of confirmatory notes

The following list of the species that require d such notes was included in the 1964 report

34 BRISTOL BIRD REPORT

important, To assist contributors we follow the practice of the
London N.H.S. in appending a list of species for which descriptions
should be supplied:

Divers Swans (except Mute) Little Gull
Grebes (except Great Birds of Prey (except Buz- unusual Terns
Crested and Little) zard, Sparrowhawk and Auks
Petrels and Shearwaters Kestrel) Wryneck
Shag Crakes Golden Oriole
Herons & Egrets (except Little Ringed Plover Willow Tit
Common Heron) Kentish Plover unusual Warblers
Bittern Sandpipers [except Green Firecrest
Red-crested Pochard and Common) unusual Pipits and
Scaup Stints Wagtails
Ferruginous Duck Phalaropes Waxwing
Long-tailed Duck Stone Curlew Shrikes
Scoters and Eiders Pratincole Twite
Red-breasted Merganser  Skuas Redpolls (except Les-
Geese (except White- Glaucous Gull ser)
fronted) Iceland Gull unusual Buntings

and any other rare or uncommon species and out of season migrants.
The list was not republished until 1983, but little had changed, with only Common Scoter, Canada Goose,

Bewick Swan, Little Stint and Little Gull being removed in the intervening years

Thereafter the list was published annually, with regular amendment, often linked to changes in the species
considered at national level. The species text indicates if the species is currently classed as a local rarity.



Breeding species

For the commoner resident and migrant breeding species | have included a chart showing how their breeding
success has changed, in percentage terms, year on year since 1994 . The example below is for Blackbird;

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12921
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These charts have been constructed using information from the local annual Breeding Bird Survey, kindly

supplied by Dave Stoddard. Although the Survey has been running since 1994 the number of squares
covered varies each year, with the total increasing over the years. The figures have been calculated using
those squares that have been surveyed by the same observers in the previous year to the year in question
- so variance should not be caused by differences in observer/square surveyed 1 and using the highe st of
the two counts made. The survey does not record actual breeding numbers, just the numbers of individuals
recorded as present  during the visit.

These charts show the percentage change from the previous year , SO an upward bar show s an increase in
number, and a downward bar a decre ase. The charts omit 2001 due to Foot and Mouth disease restrictions

and the penultimate entry shows the change between 2019 and 2021 due to the restrictions in 2020 from

Covid - 19.

Migrant dates

For migrant species the earliest published arrival date and the latest published departure date are shown .
Some of these dates have been taken from Bland (1992) or Hale (1991), both of which used data from the
monthly Bird News published by the Bristol Ornithological Club but which was not published in the ABR
Bland (1992) also consulted the original submitted records but mention s no sites for any of  his records. The
concern here is how carefully these records were vetted, even when published in Bird News

An d6average arrival/ departure dated i s al sooveythepenodsintehi s
1990 and is compared with the averages given in Bland (1992) which were calculated over the period 1962
T 1991.



THE
SPECIES
ACCOUNTS

The species order is based on the Tenth edition of the British list as updated to December 2022



Definitions

The species accounts use the following definitions to describe the local status

Status Level of abundance Population counts
Very rare Five or fewer records in the Avon area
Rare L.ess.than annual, several years may pass between Per abundance level
sightings
Very scarce Less than annual, typically recorded every two or three
years
Scarce Very small numbers recorded virtually every year 17 10
Uncommon Low numbers recorded every year 11 7 100
Fairly common Occurs in reasonable numbers in suitable habitat 101 7 1000
Common Occ_urs regularly in good numbers in most suitable 1001 i 10000
habitats
Abundant Large numbers occur in all suitable habitats 10000+
Resident 1 This applies to a population which is largely sedentary and occurs throughout the year. It may
be augmented by passage migrants and/or winter or summer visitors.
Summer visitor i This applies to a species that occurs during the late spring and/or summer after having
migrated from its wintering areas.
Winter visitor T This appliestoa species that occurs during the winter months after having migrated from

its breeding areas. These include species that do not occur during the summer (for example Fieldfare), or
that already have a separate resident population (for example Starling).

Passage migrant I This appliesto a species that appears on spring and/or autumn migration to or from
its breeding/wintering ranges. Some have protracted spring and autumn passage periods that can appear
t o O6over | asprhmei (in masticases this is likely to involve immature birds or f ailed breeders).

Introduced I This applies to a species with a self -supporting population derived from escapes from
captivity or deliberately released individuals (BOU Group C).

Storm/Wind  -blown visitor I Thisis u sed mainly for seabirds that typically occur after having been blown
up the Bristol Channel (and often from much further away) because of strong winds.

Irruptive T This appliestoa species occurring only irregularly often in big numbers (mainly Waxwing).
Local rarity T a species, or subspecies for which supporting notes are required to be assessed by the

Recorderdés Committee

National rarity T a species or subspecies for which supporting notes are required and assessed by the
British Birds Rarity Committee (BBRC)



Site Abbreviations

The following site abbreviations have been used.
ASW Avonmouth Sewage Works
BG Barrow Gurney Reservoirs
BL Blagdon Lake
Cl-y Severn shore and its environs between the western outskirts of Clevedon and the
mouth of the R. Yeo (sometimes called Cleved

pools and the tidal part of the R. Yeo

CVL Chew Valley Lake

OPS Oldbury -on-Severn Nuclear Power Station lagoons and their surrounding areas

PWD Portbury Wharf and Dock, including Portbury Wharf NR, St George & Wharf with
Chapel Pill, the Royal Portbury Dock area, and the bank of the R. Avon north of the
Avon Bridge

RPD Royal Portbury Dock

Severnside Severn shore and its environs, including Pilning Wetlands, between Aust and

Chittening Warths inclusive

SGW St Georgeb6s Wharf, which i s nSomweaqglderretorderharkédo r t
as this site were in Royal Portbury Dock

Weston STW Weston -s-Mare Sewage Treatment Works and its surrounding areas
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Brent Goose Branta bernicla

Dark -bellied Brent Goose B. b. bernicla

An uncommon coastal passage migrant and winter visitor which is v ery scarce inland.

The chart below shows the bird -days each winter this century and highlights the decline in recent years:

.1 © 9 4o

2000/01 2010/11 20/21 23/24

Bird-days each winter this century

The largest published count is of 115 at Severn Beach on 31st Jan uary, 2009 with a largest inland count of
32 at BL on 26th January 1985.

The average arrival date is 10th October, the earliest is one at OPS on 8th August, 2011 and the average
departure is on 17th April, with the latest departure one at Weston STW on 2nd June, 2015.

In the past it was considered a local rarity, with records requiring supporting notes, until 1985.

I n 1874 rate winer sisitar, Avonmouth 6 but by 1899 it was clearly more
dccurs on the Severn coast in winter 0. Davis (1947) dvamgecvisitohrecent iedordsassggest 6
occurs regularly in very small numbers 6 The 1937 ABR mentions a flock just north of Avonmouth which

started with three on February 7th and had increased to 13 by 21st with 11 remaining until March 7th and
one until March 28th.

Pale-bellied Brent B. b. hrota

This form is much rarer locally, the first record was overlooked at the time despite ther e being a photograph
in the ABR , and all records still require supporting notes. The accepted records are as follows:

1995 1 Northwick Warth on February 12th 2005 and 2009 ABRs

2005 i a first -winter at Cl -Y from November 14th until December 14th

2006 , two individuals T two at Cl-Y on October 30th and 31st and on November 9th
2007 , two individuals 7 New Passage on January 25th, Cl  -Y on December 30th

2009, 19 individuals i Severn Beach and Chittening Warth on April 8th, 18 at Severn Beach on September
1st

2010 i Severn Beach on March 23rd
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2012, 8 individuals 1 five at Severn Beach on September 11th and 12th, a juvenile at Cl -Y from October
10th until 22nd and an adult there on 17th , afirst -winter at North Wick on November 18th

2015, two individuals 7 Dowlais Farm on March 26th , Sand Point on April 17th
2020 1 three at Dowlais on April 15th

2022 i OPS from December 26th until 29th

2023 i Blackstone Rocks, Cl -Y on October 17th

Red - breasted Goose Branta ruficollis

A national rarity with just one local record of an adult shot at Oldbury  -on-Severn on 18th November ,1909 .
The original report in British Birds vol 3 page 376 merely says it was shot on oOthe
a later report in British Birds, vol 35 page 85 confirms the location. [Naylor]

More recent records have all been treated as escapes T in 1976, 1996, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2011/12,

2014/15, 2015 (3), 2016 and 2022.
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Afairly common introduced resident, most ly onthe coastand at CVL and BL where numbers increase during
the summer moult.

The | argest countis 905 at CVL on 30th June, 1996 .

Itis also an u ncommon breeder , with Bristol Water taking measures to control breeding at the reservoirs,
see Vinicombe (2020) . However, pairs are scattered widely, Bland and Dadds (2012) say breeding was
proved in 43 tetrads and estimated at least 100 pairs.

This status is only quite recent, oegdasiohal vidraevvisitor, €ightvdr@shotd e s c r |
near Bleadon during severe weather in 1916, a party of nine reported from BL in 19356 and the spec
still being treated as a local rarity in 1963.

All published records prior to the first modern successful local breeding are shown below:

1831 i1 shot at Kingston Seymour on January 1 st mentioned in Palmer and Ballance (1968)
1860s i bred at East Clevedon mentioned in Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1892 i1 aflock at Winscombe mentioned in Knight (1902)

1918 i five at BL on September 16th Blagdon Birds

1935 T nine at BL but treated as escapes  SBR

1956 i one with Whitefronts at CVL from March 4th until 25th

1957 1 two at CVL from April 13th until May 26th and tried to bre ed but unsuccessful SBR and Vinicombe
(2020)

1959 i SGW on June 9th
1962 T up to 48 at CVL from January 6th until 21st, one at BL on January 9th

1963 1 Yeo Estuary on February 17th, two at CVL on various dates between early March and mid - April,
three at CVL on April 30th

1964 1 CVL on September 20th  SBR
1965 T 16 on Claverham Moor on October 26th (although SBR gives the site as Kenn Moor)
1966 1 three at R. Axe on April 24th

1968 i three at Horsesho e Bend on R Avon on October 23rd (although SBR gives 25th) | three at CVL on
December 29th

1969 i BLon April1 st SBR

1971 i three at CVL from July 25th until April 1972 with two there into 1973 when three young reared; all
five remained into 1974 when four young were raised
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Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

An uncommon introduced resident  which has bred occasionally since 1998.

It is also a very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant and was considered a local rarity until 1998.

The largest count is of 80 at OPS on 7th December, 2010.

It is difficult to establish the origin of many with certainty , given the large feral flock in Gloucestershire, but

wild birds have probably occurred , particularly some of the early records listed below, for example Palmer

and Ballance (1968) st ate that the 1945, 1963 and 1964 records O0se

1996 and 2016 ABRs mention additional records that might relate to wild birds

1945 1 seven at Ladye Bay on January 27th

1959 i one possibly wild at BL on November 7th, CVL on 8th and BL again on 13th . A party of five at CVL
from December 1st  were initially considered to be wild but, what was presumed to be the same birds were
seen again, from early January until the third week of February 1960 , and of four watched closely three

were carrying Wildfowl! Trust rings

1963 1 four with 200 Whitefronts at Sand Bay on January 12th , although SBR gives 2nd
1964 1 CVL from September 26th until October 20th

1970 T Woodspring Bay on January 11th, eight at Clevedon from December 26th until 29th
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Greylag Goose Anser anser

An uncommon introduced resident and former summer moult migrant , with a | argest count of 120 on
Severnside on 7th October , 2024 . It was also treated as a local rarity until 1987.

It is assumed that most if not all belong to the naturalised population of the western race A. a. anser .
However, birds at CVL, BL and Weston STW in late 2011 show ed indications of a continental origin.

It was rarer in the past, it had been consiwierwsitor, Avsnmauthbr arfey Wheel er (1
@ccurs on the Severn coast in winter 6 i n Char bonnbagis ( 1947 BcorBiflered it to be a scarce
winter visitor  with v ery few authentic records , dhough perhaps more frequent than is supposed 0.

Early published records include the following:

1954 i two adults and an immature at CVL from March 21st until April 13th

1956 i one, apparently this species, amongst 14 Whitefronts at Clevedon on February 12th
1968 i five at R Kenn on December 15th

1969 1 two at Sand Point on February 9th, Sand Point on April 27th

1972 i Sand Bay on January 30th, CVL on May 7th and 22nd [both SBR]

1974 /75 1 CVL from November 16th until 27th April, 1975

1975 T a pair raised five young at Tortworth Park Lake, one at CVL from early July until September 3rd,
one at CVL from September 24th until October 13th




15

Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis

A local rarity with just two twentieth century records:

1990 i ten at BL from February 10th until 25th , 1996 ABR
1998 i one at OPS on March 1st was thought to be fabalis
Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris

A local rarity with three records this century:

2006 i four adults with nine juveniles at BL on October 18th and again on 20th

2011 , three individuals 7 two at Cl -Y on November 17th, Weston STW from December 10th until 18th
2020 7 11 at OPS on December 5th  and 10th until 12th

There are also two twentieth century records:
1993 T Yeo Estuary on December 5th and 6th , considered to be rossicus ! 1996 ABR

1996 1 one at BL on January 27th relocated to CVL the next day and remained until March 21st having
visited BL a few times

Bean Goose sp Ansersp

There are a couple of earlier records which were not assigned to race
1879 1 two shot out of a flock of seven, Nailsea on November 2nd , 1990 ABR

1958 1 one with Whitefronts in fields at north end of CVL on January 26th with two on February 2nd, 8th
and 9th

Wheeler (1874) | i st ed t he occpasiandl,dwnmowh 66 whi |l st Char bonni ecurgoth 8 99

the Severn coast in winter 6 . Ho w ®avis {1947) s ai d mdstarécords in former years doubtful owing
to confusion with Pink  -foot &

In addition, one at CVL from May 16th until early June 1987 and another at BG on March 22nd and CVL from 25th until
11th August, 1990, were treated as escapes

! Before the Bean geese were split into two species the tundra race wasssipus
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Pink -footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

A local rarity with s even records this century:
2002 1 one at BL between May 31st and June 9th visited CVL on June 6th and 8th

2011 /12 7 four, two adults and two first -winters, at BL from December 10th (visiting CVL on 27th) until
23rd February , 2012 then relocated to CVL where they remained until March 22nd

2013 /14 i two adults at CVL from November 22nd until December 28th when they started moving between
CVL and BL; one remained until March 2nd or 3rd while the other departed on 4th April, 2014

'!

2019 1 an adult at BL from November 24th until 26th and then briefly at CVL
2021 i an adult at New Passage on January 23rd and 24th

2022 i a flock of between 20 and 30 flew over Whitchurch on October 3rd
2024 1 ajuvenile briefly at CVL on November 5th

There are 13 twentieth century records involving 22 individuals:

1940 71 two shot from a small party near Avonmouth and three shot from a flock of grey geese on Horfield
Common on January 30th. Six or seven amongst White -fronts along the river bank between Avonmouth
and Severn Beach on February 1st and 2nd

1958 i aringed bird with Whitefronts  at CVL on January 26th and February 2nd
1961 i in field near Kingston Seymour on October 15th
1973 7 CVL on February 18th
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1974 i two at CVL on December 9th
1979 1 CVL from November 22nd until 10th February , 1980

1986 i one at BL on February 8th and 9th then moved to CVL and remained until May 13th with presumably
the same in flight over BG on May 16th

1988 1 a sick juvenile caught by a dog at Littleton Warth on November 29th died soon after
1996 i a first -winter at Aust from February 26th until March 10th; one briefly at CVL on March 2nd
1999 i an adult at BL from October 22nd and then moving between here and CVL until 13th February , 2000

Blathwayt (1906) says dVIr. Sargent of Clevedon saw a goose which had been shot near that town in December 1887,
which he thought was an example of this species 0]

There are several additional records that have been published as escapes; 1985 i at CVL on June 19th and 20th, 2019

i at CVL occasionally between June and September and also seen over Chew Magna, 2021 I CVLonJune8th, 20231

along staying and  wide -ranging individual

White -fronted Goose Anser albifrons

European White -fronted Goose A. a. albifrons

This is now a n uncommon passage migrant and/or winter visitor with a strong decline over the past few

decades . This decline is in line with the decline in numbers at Slimbridge. Most records are now from
Severnside, with notes required fo r sighting s away from there.
Clearly it was commoner in the past, the largest count was of 400 at Clevedon Bay on 31st December, 1963

mentioned in  Rose (1992) , while Davis ( 1947) descr i b e aintér visita, Sreqaently reported from
both coastal and inland areas 6 and at the end of t he oct@ 6nOtlieSevern coastans
winter, this is the most abundant of the four species of geese which visit the district o}

Greenland White -front ed Goose A. a. flavirostis
A local rarity with just four records:

1964 i CVL on December 21st

1993 i afirst -winter at BL on November 6th 2

2010 1 two adults seenin flight at Littleton on October 17th
Note correction of site

2019 i a party of six at OPS on March 4th

2 AlthoughVinicombe (2001) says this bird was present at CVL on Novembédre2did not include it iVinicombe (2020); the ABR

says a firstvinter Whitefront present at CVL on 2nd and a Whitefront seen in flight at BG om#&jtpossiblyhave been this bird

S

ai
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Mute Swan Cygnus olor

A fairly commonresident with most now winter ing justinland from the coastin N orth Somerset ands ummer
moulting flocks occur  ring principally at CVL , from where the largest single count, of 190 in July 2018, comes

There used to be a wintering flock in the Floating Harbour but this has declined since feeding ceased in the
early 2000606s.

Davis( 1947) s ai d rnesidentimassend feral state though many pairs are entirely wild. Frequent at the

docks and reservoirs and not uncommon wherever there are suitable waters 0. I n the 18006s
(1874) nor Charbonnier (1899) included the species, presumably as any present were not considered wild.

According to Bland and Dadds (2012) there were probably less than 20 breeding pairs in the area prior to
1955, but this increased to 33 pairs by 1983, 40 by 1998 and 90 by 2012. The y also give a population
estimate of between 500 and 600.

White cygnets (so called Polish Swans) were present at CVL in September/October 2021 and between June
and September 2023.

ne
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Bewi ck 6s Sygruscolumbianus

An uncommon and declining winter visitor and autumn passage migrant ,withal argestcountof 141 atCVL
on 2nd Jan uary, 1977 .

The average arrival and departure dates have shortened considerably since Bland (1992); t he average
arrival is now on 4th November, nine days later than given by Bland (1992) while the average departure is
12th February, over a month earlier than the March 13th given by Bland (1992). The net effect of both

changes is a reduction in wintering period of 38 days.

The earliest recorded arrival was on 11th October in both 1991 (two adults at CVL) and 2004 (three adults
at BL) while the latest departure was on 26th April, 1966, one at CVL.

It was considered a local rarity until sometime after 1963 which ties in with Davis (1947) who described it
a s drreguldr winter visitor &

Early records include:

1879 i one shot from a flock of 13 on the coast near Clevedon . The date of this record is unclear as Davis
(1947) givesitas  December while Palmer and Ballance (1968) give it as January/February

1920 ia party of o6éwild swansd at Bccordngty Ralener and Badlamce (1B68wi ¢ k s
1941 i four at BL on January 12th SBR

1942 i fouratBL on January 11th SBR

1945 i four atBL on February 20th SBR

1946 i six at BL onJanuary 27th SBR
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Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

A local rarity with 71 individuals recorded this century:
2000 1 an adult flew NE at OPS on December 23rd

2005, four individuals 1 two at Northwick Warth from January 13th until 16th , two adults at CI -Y on
November 19th

2008 , three individuals T an adult flew SW at Severn Beach on March 29th, an adult at CVL on October 28th
and 29th , afirst -winter at Cl -Y from November 5th until 7th

2009, nine individuals T three adults at CVL on February 21st, three adults around Weston -super -Mare on
March 19th, 22nd and 29th, three adults at BG on October 8th

2010, three individuals 1 two adults flew past OPS and Northwick Warth on October 16th, an adult at CVL
from November 14th until 25th

2011 i an adult at CVL on December 23rd was seen in flight later the same day at BL

2012 , five individuals 7 two adults at CVL on January 19th, three adults at BL on November 18th

2013 , fourindividuals T an adult flew over New Passage on November 3rd, three adults flew past Sand Point
on 4th
2015, six individuals T four adults at CVL on November 21st, two adults at Weston STW on December 31st

2016 , three individuals T two adults at CVL on November 7th, an adult at BG on 9th
2017 , four individuals T an adult at BL on December 5th , three at OPS on 9th

2018, four individuals T two adults at Northwick Warth on January 7th, two adults flew over Northwick
Warth on October 29th
2019, two individuals 7 an adult at Newton Park from October 31st until 14th April, 2020 , an adult at CVL

on November 18th

2020 , five individuals T an adult on Kenn Moor from March 23rd until April 1st, four adults at OPS and then
Pilning on December 8th

2021 , fourindividuals 1 an adultinflightatCl -Y and later at PWD on October 24th, two adults at the mouth
of the R Banwell from November 3rd until 19th, an adult at BL on November 4th

2022 i an adult flew over OPS on December 15th

2023, 11 individuals i seven at New Passage on January 22nd, two adults at CVL on November 3rd, two at
OPS on November 11th

2024 i an adult in flight from OPS on January 8th

At least 90 were recorded in the twentieth century:
1901 i Avonmouth Davis (1947)
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1956 i BL from February 9th until April 8th
1959 i adult at CVL on January 3rd
1961 1 two adults and three juveniles at CVL on January 29th , two at BL on December 20  th both SBR

1962 i 12 at BL on January 14th, four at BL on November 3rd, 20 on 4th, 18 on 11th and 11 on 18th, eight
at CVL on November 11th

1963 i two adults at CVL from March 10th until 24th

1965 1 four at BL on February 7th, two adults at CVL on November 20th

1968 i four in flight at Clevedon, R Yeo on January 14th

1969 i two at CVL on December 9th

1970 7 two at CVL on January 13th

1973 1 two at BL on January 18th, an adult at CVL from November 17th until 25th
1974 1 party of eight (three juveniles) at BL on December 7th

1983 1 over the Yeo Estuary on January 2nd, OPS silt lagoon on October 29th Middleton (2006) , five over
Northwick on November 13th, two at Tortworth Lake on December 4th

1988 1 two adults and three juveniles at the Yeo Estuary on December 18th
1992 i two adults in flooded fields at Stanton Drew on December 20th and 21st
1995 i four adults and two first  -winters flew W over the Yeo Estuary on November 5th

1997 i an adult at Weston STW and Bleadon Levels from December 13th until 22nd , see 1998 ABR for date
correction

Prior to that the only reference s are in Wheeler (1874) who described the species  as Gare, Avonmouth  6and
Knight (1902) 6éshot at Uphill 6 without a date.
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Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca

A very scarce visitor  either from the UK feral population or direct escapes from captivity, but with a
significant increase in reports since 2013 when started breeding locally . Itb redat CVLin 2013,2014 , 2015,
probably nearby in 2017 , 2023 and 2024. It also bred in the Woodspring Bay area in 2022 and 2023 . At
least one pair of released birds bred 3 at an ornamental pond in Bitton in 2015

Early records are few and far between, possibly because records were thought to relate to escapes:
1901 7 bredin Bath , mentioned in  Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1930 7 one at BL from May until late September Blagdon Birds

1955 i Eastville Park on March 20th, see Waterbirdnews issue 39, Autumn 2023

Historical inputting -~

A il . | i 3G LD s B iy

The ongoing work of digitising our historic paper forms has unearthed N gt e of ok . Py sbrmrs By
some gems from WeBS counts of old. Here you can see a field sketch of .= 7=~ == = &= ==~
an Egyptian Goose from the 20th March 1955 at Eastville Park, Bristol. , =%

At this time, Egyptian Geese were not as common to see as they are /) L »“ o3
now; they were introduced to the UK as part of private collections inthe == _ .

17th century and slowly spread into the wild, only being added to the 4 * 2
British Bird List in 1971. So you can understand why this counterhadto ™ ow— ..

be sure they were correct with their ID! v

v ot s, S by e L 4

1957 1 an unringed bird at CVL on April 6th , 18th and 20 th 1959 ABR and SBR
1959 1 an unringed bird at CVL on December 20th

1984 1 three at CVL on May 30th and again on December 31st

1988 1 three at CVL on September 9th, published under the Escapes

1989 1 CVL on April 13th and 23rd, published under the Escapes

1991 71 two adults and two immatures at BL on February 24th

1992 i two at RPD on April 10th and 11th, published under the Escapes

1994 1 BL on January 26th

31t is unclear how many of the pairs present bred, nor how many young were reared
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Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna
A fairly common resident; most migrate to moult. Uncommon inland , except at CVL.

The largest count is of 1,100 at Sand Bay on 18th November , 2007 , Higgins (2017) . The largest inland
count is of 48 at CVL on 31st May, 2013 4

An uncommon breeder , Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated the current breeding population at 20 pairs and
the table below shows the number of young raised each year this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: Total number of young at all sites this century

Rose (2011) gives an analysis of the species local status over a 50 -year period from 1958 . Before that Davis
(1947)sa iditwas 6resi dent, common and well known as a breeding
reaches and elsewhere in coastal areas. Also breeds on Steep Holm and nesting has been reported from

Denny | sl e. Occasional o n i Howesen, dBlandbandeDadds (R0i2) w isayt tleere wére 50
pairs on Steep Holm in 1922 but that has now fallen to almost zero, perhaps because of the collapse of the
rabbit population and the growth in breeding gulls there.

At the end of the nineteenth century Wheeler (1874) saiditwas 6 not wuncommon, banks of
Charbonnier (1899)sa id 6r esi dent , breeds in fair numbers near tibde
6ocasional at BL where has nested onceb.

4TheABR incorrectly gives the May maximum as 43

S

C

-
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Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata

An uncommon introduced resident , the chart below shows the number of individuals this century.

67

56

39

o o

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Total number of individuals each year this century

Itis also an occasional breeder , with the first local breeding confirmed at Tortworth Lake in 1996 and the
latest in 202 3 at Clapton -in-Gordano .

Early published records are as follows:

1974 1 afemale at CVL on April 1st and 3rd
1976 1 a male at CVL on December 19th SBR
1978 i atame female at Victoria Park, Bath on November 19th

1980 i a male at Dyrham Park in January until February 17th, a male at Victoria Park, Bath on March 16th,
a male at CVL from November 16th until 30th
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Garganey  Spatula querquedula
A scarce passage migrant and summer visitor mainly seen at CVL and BL.
The largest count is of 34 at CVL on 2nd September, 1978.

It has bred locally but not recently. Breeding was reported from BL in 1910 British Birds, vol. 4, number 12,
page 367 although without any definitive evidence, a pair probably bred there in 1947, and in 1949 two

nests with eggs were found there in May and four young were seen in June and July. At CVL pairs bred in

13 years between 1955 and 1992 , see Vinicombe (2020) while Bland and Dadds (2012) mention a recent
proven breeding at an undisclosed site.

The average arrival date is currently April 4th and that has hardly changed in the past 50 years, although
Bland (1992) says arrival was earlier when the species regularly bred locally. The average departure date
is October 15th which is 16 days later than mentioned in Bland (1992)

The e arliest published arrival is 8th March , 1961, a pair at CVL, although Bland (1992) mentions March 4th,

1969 and March 5th, 1970 without a source or location, while the | atest departure  was on 13th December ,
1992, a first -winter male at CVL . A female wintered at CVL and BL in 2011/12 and a first -winter male was
at PWD from 24th December 2019 until 2nd January 2020.

It was much less common in the past, Davis ( 1947) descr i b epassage migrant imsmall numbers,

occurring chiefly in spring, sometimes remains in summer. In the last decade has been reported from Kenn

Moor (twice) and BL on various occasions. Only two or three autumn records 0. Neither Wheel er
Charbonnier (1899) include the species.
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Blue -winged Teal Spatula discors

A national rarity with three records this century:

2003 i an adult female at CVL from August 12th until 26th and again on 30th [BBRC]
2009 1 a female at Weston STW on September 28th [2012 BBRC] 2012 ABR

2011 i a female at CVL from June  5th until 24th [BBRC] 2021 ABR

There are five twentieth century records:
1979 7 CVL on 18th November [BBRC] 1980 ABR but with incorrect date
1992 i anadult female at CVL from July 29th until August 13th [BBRC]

1993, two individuals T afemale at BL on May 1st was paired with a Shoveler and remained until October
10th [BBRC], see 2013 ABR for clarification , a first winter male at CVL from October 9th until 11th [BBRC]

1995 i anadult female at CVL from September 2nd until 5th [BBRC]

Loran spot's Prominent and Fairly weli-chefined  headt-on
(like tile ' modiigns !). Nokquite 5o contrashing sk -on,
byt SHIL adhceskle,

f Mt ccoxahion %-bwa without
| wotm, (Vfous tontes of Ganamon Teal.

weok whitsh
€€~ CroScat s

Common Teo |

k (ciman siaghter
. : ccom pany ing Common Teals, sfdc-q}s\"() p
°. L Shpe’ et base of fal flesh Fones,
NS A @ Conmengn Teol. Pordder-Sve. 6
@ g s g Gnot
' beve LWiNGED TEAL . ”"*-‘ﬂ\lj al\- Aol serepdad s
O -55St.95 Cheo, only vidigie Lwhop preening.
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Shoveler  Spatula clypeata

A fairly common, but generally local, winter visitor and autumn passage migrant; usually common at CVL
and BL in autumn/early winter.

The largest published count is of 1,138 at CVL on 1st January, 1961, although there is some doubt as to

the accuracy of this figure, see Vinicombe (2020) for a possible explanation of why it may involve some
double counting . Higgins (2009) gives the highest WeBS count  for CVL as 865 in November 1995, and the
1995 ABR gives the  maximum figure for that month as 875

Davis (1947) descr i be dvinterkigtor o putable mland wagersa 6, usually in moderate but
sometimes in considerable numbers. Small parties often occur in coastal areas 6. Conversely Whee
sai d it raneavinteravisitdr, Portishead § however, a pair were shot at Keynsham in January 1895

Zoologist page 102

Although itis s carce in summer ,itusedto breed regularly atCVL and BL (and still does occasionally) a nd

it possibly bred at PWD in 2019. Davi s (19 4 7éw resnain idsumnzger and nesting has been reported

on various occasions from BL. Has probably bred on Kenn Moor and perhaps elsewhere 6 and this tice
Charbonnier (189 %Jewpahsibedd orstleeimdorsédf North Somerset 0.
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Gadwall  Mareca strepera

A fairly common resident, winter visitor and late summer/autumn moult visitor, most numerous in autumn
with al argestcount of 740 at CVLin November 2022.

Itis also a scarce  breeding species , see chart of broods below . It used to breed at CVL in some numbers,
peaking at 29 broods in 1970 but since 1994 the number of broods there have crashed, see Vinicombe
(2020).

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of broods each year this century

It was much rarer in the past, neither Wheeler (1974) nor Charbonnier (1899) include it while the 1929
SBR said irtarwaswiantéer visitor with a femal e shoTetleya1939BL o
mentions a single record from BG, in the second half of 1937. Davis (1947) s &Garde winter wa s

visitor, little known formerly but now reported at intervals in very small numbers. Has been noted at the

reservoirs the latest records being those of three at BL April 1942 and a pair April 1946 o}
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Wigeon Mareca penelope

A common winter visitor and passage migrant ,witha largestcount of 7,000 between Aust and New Passage
on 24th January , 1987 ; rare in summer

Wheeler ( 1874) g av e i rare wirger \a@sito Portishead, Ashton 6 but Charbonnier (189

@ommon on the Severn coast in winter 6 and the 1929 SBR said it was a numer
numbers at BG vary and it was a regul ar v i winter\asitor, bcourringh e ¢ o
commonly on the coast and on suitable inland waters 0

American Wigeon Mareca americana

Now a local rarity, but a national rarity until 2002.

There are just three records this century:

2009 i a female at Weston STW on June 6th

2017 1 a male at Littleton Warth on January 2nd

2018 i a female at CVL from October 25th until the end of the month

There are five twentieth century records:

1946 T a male at BL from January 27th until February 5th , British Birds vol 39 p219  -220, SBR [Naylor]
1976 i two males at the confluence of the Rivers Frome and Avon on the Wilts border on August 30th [1977
BBRC]

1977 1 an adult male at CVL on April 2nd [BBRC]

1978 i an adult male at CVL from December 10th until 20th January , 1979. [BBRC]

1988 i a male at Chew Magna Res on May 13th [BBRC]
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Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

A common and widespread resident, autumn passage migrant and winter visitor with largest  count s, both
at CVL, of 2,300 on 2nd October , 1966 SBR and 2,160 in August 1980.

Itis a Iso by far our commonest breeding duck , and Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated a local breeding
population of 1500 pairs . However the population has decreased in recent decades, the BBS results show a
37% decrease since 1994, while t he chart below shows the annual variations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Although Wheeler ( 1874) de s cr i bretconimbn, gos dsandmarshes 6 Char bonnier (1899
Gesident, nests in suitable localities 6 while the 1929 SBR said dédabundant wir
many breed in the vicinity. Frequent in pairs or small parties at BG where occasionally 15 or 20 in autumn
but rarely more and no evidence of 147 edengbdi brBspent, dlswmant 940
abundant winter visitor. As a breeding bird is common and widely distributed. Often numerous on the coast,

at the reservoirs a  nd other suitable haunts 6
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Pintail Anas acuta

An uncommon autumn passage migrant and winter visitor; most occur at CVL in autumn with a | argest
count from there of 188 on 23rd November , 1976.

Winter visitors  startto leave frommid -February with an average last date of 17th April ; the latest departure
is 22nd May, 2015 at Portishead boating lake.

Autumn arrivals  hav e an average date of 4th August although the earliest is a male at CVL on 10th June,
1995.

The species local status  in the past was clearly different , the earliest record seems to be a male shot at New
Passage on 25th October, 1869, 1870 Zoologist pages 2025/6 , presumably the Avonmouth record
mentioned in Wheeler (1874). Char bonni er ( 1 8c8uds)ontkesSeverngoast 66. The 1929
6occasional at BLand Betky @989) only iliststthoea @&cords for BG, 1928, 1934 and 1937

while Davis ( 1947 ) s awintgr vigitor, regular in small numbers on the coast and at suitable inland waters 0]
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Teal Anas crecca

A common winter visitor and autumn passage migrant to the coast and the reservoirs, with a | argest count
of 5,600 at CVL on 15th December |, 1984 . Itis also present in small numbers elsewhere.
A few usually over -summer at CVL but it has not bred there . A nest with eggs was found at Clevedon on

22nd May, 1952, whil e Pal mer and Ballance (1968) give br
1926 (the SBR says three or four young, hardly able to fly, were seen with a duck in June), and probably
other years to 1939.

Although Wheeler ( 1874) sai d irdre, Mexexion,6Portishead & Char bonni er ( loBcar® ) S
commonly on the Severn coast in winter 6. The 1929 SBR gave it as 6abundant
bred occasionally. Occasional at BG, usually singly or in couples or small parties up to 12 or 15, rarely in

|l arger numbers. Not uncommon 01047t)h e achiefly adtalbundartt wirtee visibbato i s (
the coast and inland waters but a few remain in summer o}
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Green -winged Teal Anas carolinensis
Now a local rarity but a national one until 1991, and only treated as a full species by the BOU from 2001.

This century 19 individuals have been recorded:

2000 , two individuals T Yeo Estuary on April 8th and CVL from April 8th until 15th

2001 1 OPS from January 4th until 13th

2002 , two individuals T a first -winter at PW from January 6th until 19th, BL on December 27th
2007 1 Axe Estuary on March 2nd, 4th and 11th

2010, three individuals T Axe Estuary on January 17th, 30th and 31st, OPS on January 27th, CVL on
December 17th

2012 i CVL on April 17th and 18th with it or another there on 30th and May 1st
2013, two individuals T Weston STW on December 7th, New Passage from December 27th until 29th
2014 , two individuals 7 BL on November 9th, New Passage on November 22nd and 23rd

2015 , three individuals T New Passage/Aust from January 1st until February 21st, Axe Estuary on February
5th and 15th until 18th, Severn Beach on April 5th

2019 i CVL from November 13th until December 6th

2021 1 CVL intermittently from November 23rd until December 13th and seen at BL on December 6th and
7th

Only six individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1949 T BL on December 18th , British Birds vol 43 p303 [Naylor]
GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas crecca carolinensis

S. Adult male among common Teal, Blagdon reservoir, Dec. 18.
Viewed with telescope at fifty yards’ range, when the following
characters as compared with males of A4. ¢. ¢recca were noted—white,
vertical breast-band immediately fore of the wing ; absence of
white, horizontal band above wing ; ill-defined and scarcely percept-
ible creamy-white line separating chestnut crown from green eye-
band ; warmer ground-colour of lower breast (B.K. and D. Taylor).
No previous record for the district or for County of Somerset, and,
as P.S. reports all captive Green-winged Teal in the British Isles
as being permanently pinioned, it seems evident that the bird was
a genuinely wild visitor.

1977 1 CVL from November 17th [in addendum] until 26th January , 1978 [BBRC]

1986 i CVL from October 28th until November 13th [BBRC]

1989 i 95, one at CVL from November 26th until December 7th [BBRC], again on 3rd February , 1990
[BBRC] and then from September 29th intermittently until 23rd February , 1991 [BBRC]. It returned on
November 9th until  7th March, 1992 and again from September 22nd until 5th December , 1992 and then
on 23rd January , 1993 and again from October 3rd until 22nd January , 1994 (visiting BL on January 6th).

It reappeared from October 3rd until 1st April , 1995 (visiting BG on February 22nd)

1991 i afirst -winter at CVL on January 13th, 19th and February 23rd 5

1997 - 98 i a male at Newton Park Lakes from mid - February until March 29th 1997 was again presentfr om
January 27th until February 14th and then seen at CVL on 21stand 22nd March, 1998 . However, the 1998
ABR said that was its fifth consecutive winter suggesting it had first arrived in 1994 . It was distinctive in

that it showed faint horizontal scapular lines as well as prominent vertical breast stripes

5 Common x Greewinged Teal hybrids were present on January 19th and 26th
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Red -crested Pochard Netta rufina
A scarce visitor, most often in autumn with al argest count of 12 at CVL on 2 5th December , 2020. | tués t
status as a continental visitor is obscured by feral birds  (there is a large population at the Cotswold Water

Park) and escapes.

It was considered a national rarity until 1963 and a local rarity until 2008, and the table below shows the
number of individuals recorded annually this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 22 24

Number of individuals recorded each year this century
The earliest published local records are as follows:

1953 i a male in partial eclipse or immature plumage at BL on October 11th . The ABR says 0he
escaped from captivity; the species is, however, extending its range westward in Europe and as considerable

numbers now visit Holland in late summer and autumn, the possibility that the bird was genuinely wild

cannotberuledou t &

1959 1 afemale or immature at BL on December 27th [BBRC]
1961 1 two males and a female at BL on November 19th and December 19th [BBRC]
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Pochard Aythya ferina

A fairly common winter visitor and autumn passage migrant. The |l argest published counts are 3,093 for the
mid -month CVL duck count in January 1977 SBR and &ounts or estimates of 610 i 5,000 dearly in 1977
[ABR]

Uncommon in summer ,itis a scarce breeder at CVL where it bred in 43 of the years between 1959 and
2017 per Vinicombe (2020) , and has bred at BL.

Wheeler ( 1874) gav e i t oaasionalmwintér visitor, Nailsea 6 although Palmer and Bal
it was regular at Weston  -super -Mareinthe 1860s and Char bonni er ( 1 ®&&@9yeadyaoyBG i6t 0

The 1929 SBR says ©O6abundant winter visitor to BL, wher e
remained into the breeding season but no evidence of breeding. Present at BG from autumn until spring in

varying numbers, usually about 12 T 50 but occasionally up to 200 or maoe)d . s alyaseri & |
visitor, common and often abundant on suitable inland waters, occasional in small parties on the coast. A

few sometimes remain in summer and nesting was reported from BL in 1931 and 1933 but the records lack

conclusive details. Breeding proven at BL when a nest and eggs taken early July 1936 0.

A nest with eight eggs were found at BL on 4th June, 1914
later SBR.
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Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca
A national rarity ~ with 18 individuals recorded this century

2000 - 04 i afemale at CVL from March 22nd until April 15th and then again from June 23rd until July 10th

[BBRC] . It reappeared to CVL in 2001 on May 19th and 25th and from June 19th until 28th [BBRC] and
again in 2002 on August 22nd and September 14th [BBRC] . In 2003 it was at CVL between April 10th and

21st, on June 11th and 27th, on July 13th, August 27th and September 3rd [2008 ABR] . In 2004 she was
present between February 20th and September 15th [2008 ABR]

2003 i 06 i anadult male was at CVL from April 18th until September 2nd; he returned in 2004 on February

23rd and joined the adult female [2008 ABR] . It is thought the pair probably nested 6. In 2005 the adult
male was at CVL on March 25th, a pair on July 3rd and the adult female from September 6th until 27th

[2008 ABR] . In 2006 a pair possibly bred at CVL with the pair seen mating on June 12th, an adult male

seen on August 24th and November 16th and an adult female from August 13th until November 4th and

also seen at BL in October.

2006 7 11 i ajuvenile male was at CVL from October 18th until November 5th. This was presumably the

first -summer male seen at CVL between June 6th and 10th November , 2007 and in 2008 at CVL, BG, Weston
STW and BL between May 10th and December 21st. It was thought to have returned in 2010 to CVL, being
seen between February 4th and December 15th [2010 ABR for additional dates] . It also returned in 2011

being seen at CVL, Publow and BL between February 12th and November 5th

2007 , two individuals 1 a male at BL on June 16th and an adult female at CVL on June 20th and August
19th and 20th

2008 i an adult female at CVL on November 3rd

2009 , two individuals T an adult male at CVL from March 18th until November 28th with a second male on
May 17th
2010, threeindividuals T a first -summer male at CVL from September 12th until October 11th with a second

from September 23rd until November 22nd while a female was present from October 25th until November
8th

2012, two individuals 7 an adult male at BL from July 12th until August 19th was then at CVL on August
30th and 31st and September 1st, 14th, 18th and 22nd, an adult female at CVL from September 8th until
12th and on 18th and 22nd and October 1st, 4th and 18th

2013, three individuals 1 an adult female at BG on April 19th, an adult male missing an eye was at CVL on
various dates between May 13th and November 16th, an adult female at CVL from August 28th until
September 24th

6 SeeDavis and Vinicombe (2011) for detaildodéeding attempts at CVL
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2015 1 a female at CVL from August 28th until September 10th
2016 1 an adult female at CVL on October 17th and 18th

Just five individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1922 1 an immature obtained at BL on November 4th , British Birds vol 18 page 301 [Naylor]

1929 i afemale shot on the R Axe, near Lympsham, February 14th 7 British Birds vol 22 p374 [Naylor]
1955 i CVL onJanuary 2nd [Naylor]

1968 T a male at CVL from December 29th had previously been at Orchardleigh in Somerset [BBRC] ; it
remained until  30th March, 1969, visiting BL on January 12th SBR

1976 1 one, probably an immature male, was at CVL from January 6th until 17th

There is also a record of a possible drake at BG on 26th November 1923 mentioned in Lewis (1924) and Leach (1934)

but dismissed by Naylor.

7 Although Lympsharitselfis in Somerset the river forms the county boundary
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Ring -necked Duck Aythya collaris
A national rarity until 1994 and a local rarity since with 2 9 new individuals recorded this century

1998 1 2008 i a male at CVL from May 27th until June 13th and then at BG from November 1st until 3rd
January , 1999. It was then seen at various local sites until November 10th. It was seen again in 2000 at

various sites between February 17th and November 2nd. It returned in 2001 from April 11th and again in

2002 and 2003. In 2004 it was only noted at CVL and BG b etween June 10th and August 21st. In 2005 it
returned on February 27th and was noted mainly at PW and ASW and was noted at various local sites until

18th February , 2008.

2001 i a new male arrived at BL on July 15th and was subsequently seen at CVL and BG until August 25th
2002 i a second male at CVL from August 4th until September 14th
2003 i a second male at CVL from June 16th until September 21st

2005 1 06, three individuals T two first -winter males and a female at CVL on November 5th and 6th with
the female and one of the males remaining until 22nd April , 2006

2008 1 a total of eight (six first -winter males and two females) at CVL on November 9th, with three (two
males) the next day and a female on the 11th.

2009 7 an adult male was at BL from October 4th until 31st and then at CVL intermittently until December
3rd before being seen at BL again on 12th

2010 7 an adult male at CVL from September 13th until December 5th

2011 , three individuals 1 an adult male at CVL from May 6th until 9th, an eclipse male at BL between August
17th and 24th and then at CVL until November 4th, a first -winter male at CVL on November 7th, then at BL
until 25th and at Weston STW from December 3rd until 12th

2012 , three individuals 1 two adult males at PWD on February 27th, an adult male at CVL on October 14th
and again from November 1st until 28th

2013 7 an adult male at CVL on April 20th and 21st and again from May 13th until 16th

2016 1 an adult male at CVL from October 15th visited BL on November 2nd and remained at CVL until 7th
February , 2017

2019 7 a male at CVL from April 17th until 30th

2020 17 an adult male at CVL from March 13th until 15th with possibly the same male there again on
November 29th and 30th

2022/2 5 - an adult male at CVL on November 10th and 11th moved to BL on 12th and 13th before going

missing. It reappeared at BL from December 11th until May 1st 2023 . Itreturned to BL  from October 11th
until 26th March, 2024 , visiting CVL on  18th December 2023 and 26th February and 6th March 2024. It
returned to BL on November 20th into 2025.

2023 i1 a female at BL from January 2nd until 8th
2024 i a male at CVL from November 22nd until December 15th, visiting BL on November 27th and 28th

Atotal of 1 1 individuals were seen in the twentieth century, some of which returned for several years:

1971 - 73 T an adult male at BL from April 4th until 24th and at CVL on May 2nd and 23rd SBR [BBRC] . It
returned in 1972 when at BL from March 26th until April 15th, at CVL on May 29th and at BL from June
30th until August 23rd SBR. In 1973 it was at BL from March 16th until April 16th and again on June 4th

and at CVL from May 9th until 27th and again on June 10th SBR

1976 1 77, four individuals i an immature male at CVL from December 19th with two adult males there

from December 29th ~ [BBRC]. The immature visited BL in early 1977 but then returned to CVL where it was
joined by a fourth male from February 6th until 12th, with two remaining until 27th and one until March
27th.

1980 i an immature female at CVL from June 15th until August 9th [BBRC]
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RING-NECKED DUCK

SA An immature female of this N, American species was found at CVL on 15 June
by KEV, It stayed to 9 August, seen by many observers, then moved to Cheddar
Res,, Somerset, where N&LT found it on 17 August (BBRC). A second female was
found at CVL on 3 August; it carried a coloured ring so was considered an escape.
It was last seen on 21 September and underwent complete wing moult while present,
(BBRC), Neither bird showed the tear line behind the eye or the prominent white
bill band usually described as characteristic of the species. KEV's sketch

is reproduced below.

ICEY.
[

1985 7 87 i a male at CVL from May 18th until June 30th [BBRC] with what was assumed the same
individual at CVL in 1986 from April 26th until 29th, May 22nd until July 1st and August 10th [BBRC] and
again at CVL in 1987 from April 25th until May 5th [BBRC]
1988 1 two males at New Passage on April 2nd [BBRC]
1989 i a male at CVL on December 8th [BBRC]
1998 i 2008 i a male at CVL from May 27th until June 13th and then at BG from November 1st until 3rd

January , 1999. It was then seen at various local sites until November 10th. It was seen again in 2000 at
various sites between February 17th and November 2nd. It returned in 2001 from April 11th and again in

2002 and 2003. In 2004 it was only noted at CVL and BG b etween June 10th and August 21st. In 2005 it
returned on February 27th and was noted mainly at PW and ASW and was noted at various local sites unti

18th February , 2008.
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Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

A common resident, winter visitor and double passage migrant with a | argest count of 3,14 5 at CVL in
September 2021.

Now a scarce breeder , see chartbelow. Breeding numbers have declined significantly at CVL since the early
19706s, see Vinicombe (2020).

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success; number of young each year this century

Wheeler (1874) did not I|ist the specihassccwddionBs €har bonni er

The 1929 SBR said 6abundant winter visitor to HB®08Xoblagiste a
page 114 and two pairs bred in 1910 British Birds vol 4 page 367 . Present at BG from autumn until spring,

usually about 12 7 30 but sometimes 40 or 50 and occasionally many more. A few at Hunstrete most

wi nt ebDagid( 1947) s aknewn céhiefly as a common winter visitor to inland waters. A few remain in

summer and breeding has been reliably recorded from BL on various occasions since 1906. A pair nested,

unsuccessfully at Litton 1932. A few visited the docks at Cumberland Basin dur ing the severe frosts of
January 1940 and February 1947. Exceptional on the coast 6
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Scaup  Aythya marila
Now a scarce passage migrant and winter visitor which is m ost frequent at the reservoirs.

The largest modern count is of 24 at Cl -Y on 30th Oct ober, 1988 but the | argest historical count is from
1908 with ¢150 in Sand Bay on January 9th and c 200 in Weston Bay on Jan  uary 15th , Zoologist page 73
although Bl athwayt (1906) mentions f | oc k estom-superpMatroe 6300 fr

There are records from all months but the average departure date is 16th April with the latest a male at
CVLon 20th May, 1995. T  he average autumn arrival is on 24th September  with the earliest a female at CVL
on 24th June, 2013

Prior to 2008 it was considered a local rarity.

Wheeler ( 1874) | i st e drare wintea \&sitog Poftishead 6 while Charbonniblasocdurted8 9 9)
onthe Severncoast 6. The 1929 SBR said o6regular in the Brl948)tsajys Ch
dvinter visitor chiefly to the coast. Used to occur in gatherings of several hundred at Weston -super -Mare

but now much scarcer. Fairly frequent at the reservoirs but usually no more than a bird or two. o}

1908 i at BL on January 4th 1929 SBR

1914 i atBL in December 1929 SBR

1923 i nine at BL on December 20 th 1929 SBR

1925 T BG on January 5th with four on 19th 1929 SBR although Tetley (1939) gives the year as 1926
1931 i afemale at BG from October 29th until December 29 th SBR

1938 i a female off Severn Beach on April 25th and again on May 1st
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Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis

A national rarity with 1 5 individuals recorded, all this century

2000, two individuals i a male at BL from April 22nd until May 7th and a female there on October 22nd
[BBRC] see Milbourne (2000) for more details
2007 , two individuals 7 adult males at BL from March 11th until 20th and from September 30th until

November 21st [BBRC]

2008 i a mobile adult male was seen at BL from March 15th until 20th, at BG from 21st until April 5th and
at CVL from 7th until May 1st

2010 i a first -winter male at CVL on March 7th and from March 17th until April 8th [BBRC] 2011 ABR for
date corrections

2011 7 an adult male at CVL on November 3rd and 4th [BBRC]

2012 7 2016 i an adult male on March 11th until 23rd returning there from August 28th until November

16th before mov ing to BL from 7th December until 31st January , 2013; it returned to CVL from 4th until
20th November , 2013; in 2014 it was at BL and CVL between June 29th and September 3rd while in 2015

it was at BL/CVL between July 12th until September 28th and again at CVL from November 12th until 7th

January , 2016

2012, two individuals 1 a first -winter male at CVL on February 23rd , an adult male at CVL from October
11th until 30th  [BBRC] .

2017 i an adult male at CVL on November 12th ,

2017 i 2022 i a second male atCVL from December 8th  until 1st February, 2018 and again from November
26th until 18th January, 2019. It was seen there again on March 13th and 14th and from October 25th until

7th November, 2019, from October 23rd until at least 4th November, 2020, from October 24th until 8th,
November 2021 and from 13th April, 2022 until 23rd April

2018 1 a female at CVL from September 28th until October 8th
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2019 1 a male at BL from March 16th until May 6th
2023 /24 i a male at CVL from November 22nd until 1st February, 2024 [BBRC] .

2024, two individuals i an eclipse male at BL on September 16th and 17th, an adult female at CVL on
December 1st and 2nd and then at BL from 6th until 20th. [BBRC] +
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Somateria mollissima

Thisis a scarce winter visitor and scarce/uncommon passage migrant, but may occur in any month.

It was considered a local rarity until 1995 , with inland records still requiring supporting notes T the only
such recentrecords were in 1979 (at BG on February 16th), 1988 (on the R Avon, Keynsham on November
20th) and 1993 (at CVL on November 2nd).

In view of the recent low numbers, it was reinstated as a local rarity from 2023 with the following records

since:

2024, nine individuals T eight at Severn Beach on May 9th, adult male at OPS on May 14th

The |l argest count s are of 19 at Sand P oint in late December 1971 , although the 1972 ABR describes it as a
dlock of 20 6which remained until May 1972 , and 18, including five adult males, flying down river at OPS on
31st October, 1993.

The chart below shows the numbers this century

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 2020 22 24

Number of individuals recorded annually this century

It was previously very rare with just one nineteenth century record and just one for the first half of the
twentieth:

1888 i a female shot at BG 1889 Zoologist page 32
Charbonnier (1899)  gives the date as  30th October, 1889  while Tetley (1939) says early November 1888

1902
1953
1956
1963
1966

a male on the Severn below Aust Cliff in February Davis (1947)
an immature male off Steep Holm on April 26th

an adult female off Steep Holm on May 6th

afemale at Sand Bay on August 2nd

an immature male  in Weston Bay from February 20th until March 19th, two in Sand Bay from July

27th until September 18th
1969 i animmature off Sand Point on March 25th
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Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca

A local rarity with 20 individuals recorded this century:
2004 i a female at BG on December 12th and 15th

2005 i three first -winters at CVL from October 19th until November 9th with one first -winter from November
18th until December 9th

2007 i five juveniles/first -winters at CVL on December 16th

2008 1 two juvenile males at CVL on December 6th

2012 i flew past Sand Point on December 1st

2013 i four first -winters (two males two females) at CVL on April 12th
2016 1 three juveniles (a male and two females) at CVL on November 28th

2017 i1 a female/immature at Cl  -Y on April 9th

At least 45 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1923 1 6a scoter with white on the wingd near t h@ISBRuUt h of

1926 T male and female at Barrow Gurney reservoirs, January Davis (1947)

1939 T an immature male at BL January 22nd until March 26th British Birds vol 33 page 26
1942 i animmature male at BG from March 29th until April 12th

1956 1 five, including at least three males, between Yeo Est and Clevedon on February 12th
1963 i animmature male at BL from December 15th until 28th 8

1966 i a male at BL on Jan 29th  SBR

1969 1 an adult male off Sand Point on October 26th 1973 ABR although 1973 SBR says 27th

1972 1 four in flight past Sand Point on December 27th

1976 1 a pair close off Chittening on October 31st

1977 1 to NE past Brean Down on December 17th

1980 i a male off Clevedon on September 28th , a male past Chittening on November 9th
1983 1 a male flew upriver past Severn Beach on November 7th, a pair at CVL on November 12th

1984 1 an adult male at CVL on January 21st, a female flew upriver past New Passage on April 26th, five
immatures at CVL on November 10th

1985 i a male at Clevedon seen on November 3rd, 6th, 7th, 17th and December 22nd
1987 1 seven at BL on January 18th, a pair on Severnside from January 25th until March 20th

1993 i a pair off Sand Point on December 19th with a first winter male on January 1st 1994 and the pair
from January 8th until 30th 1994

1996 i Severn Beach on November 16th [1997 ABR for date correction]

There are only two definite nineteenth century records, although Charbonnier (1899) s a y bas dccurred
occasionally on the Severn coast 0:

1882 1 male caught alive at Midsomer Norton on April 11th , mentioned in  Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1892 1 adult male at New Passage  on March 5th Davis (1947)

8 The record of an adult male at CVL on October 15th 1964 was recently withdrawn by one of the observers
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Common Scoter Melanitta nigra
An uncommon spring, summer and autumn passage migrant and a scarce winter visitor; normally a few
inland records each year, mainly at CVL. The | argest count is 115 at CVL on 31st October , 2002 .

I't was not mentioned in Wheel er (187 409ccutseverywrieaaonlthe Seveine r
coast 0 . Published early records are as foll ows:

1869 1 Bath in April mentioned Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1911 i pair shot at BL on December 29th 1929 SBR

1920 7 wintered at BL into 1921 1929 SBR

1924 1 adult male at BG on April 20th SBR and British Birds vol 18 page 267
1926 1 female at BG on April 3rd and 5th

1927 i female or immature at BL on December 4th 1929 SBR

1929 i adult male at BL from March 17th until May 4th Blagdon Birds

S B R s &gcasiodally seen on the coast at Sand Bay etc o]

1930 i two males and a female at BG on April 5th and a pair atBL on April 8th both SBR

1931 i male at BG on September 20th SBR

1936 T adult male at BG on September 26th SBR

1937 i two adult males at BG on April 11th, adult male between Sea Mills and the horseshoe bend on April

18th both SBR, a male off New Passage in July Davis (1947) , a female at BG on December 12th SBR

Davis ( 1947) ¢ a | | winter Misitog unbommon but has been reported occasionally from Weston -super -
Mare and is perhaps more frequent in the Channel and Estuary than records suggest. Occurs in most years

at the reservoirs, usually single but party of five at BG September 1945. 6

It was considered a local rarity until at least 1964.

(1
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Long -tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis

A local rarity with 32 individuals recorded this century, including a regularly returning adult male

2000 , three individuals 7 a male at Hoar Gout from October 8th until 15th, a female at OPS from November
3rd until December 3rd, a juvenile at BG from November 4th until December 3rd
2001 1 2002 i afirst -winter pair at CVL from November 10th until 15th April, 2002

2001 i OPS in early January, Middleton (2006)

2003, two individuals 1 a male on Severnside on May 5th, a female at BG from July 17th until 21st
2006 - 2007 i a juvenile at CVL from December 4th until 16th February , 2007

2008 i a female/immature at CVL from October 19th until 31st

2009 - 2010 71 a juvenile female at CVL from November 6th until January 2nd and again from April 21st
until 9th May, 2010

2011 - 2012 i a juvenileffirst -winter female at BL from October 13th into 2012 when it started moving
between BL and CVL and was last seen on 13th May, 2012

2013, two individuals T a first -summer male at CVL from April 28th until May 6th, a juvenile at CVL from
November 11th until December 17th

2014 | five individuals T a first -winter male at BG from January 1st until April 6th visited CVL on a couple of
dates, Sand Point on February 15th and 22nd, an immature at CVL on March 14th and two first -year males
at BL from March 16th until May 3rd visited CVL on three dates, a juvenile at CVL on November 3rd

2015 7 a female at CVL from March 7th until April 6th
2016 i two adult males at BL on November 9th

2017 , four individuals T a first -winter male at BG from January 10th until April 23rd, an immature at ClI -Y
on July 23rd, an immature at CVL on October 21st, an adult male at BG on November 4th and 5th

2017 7 247 anadult male at CVL from November 11th until December 29th and then at BG until 29th April,
2018 . | t returned to CVL from November 19th until 26th and then moved to BG from November 30th until
22nd April, 2019  returning to CVL from November 3rd until 13th before moving to BG on 17th until 23rd
April, 2020; it returned to BG on November 7th, 2020 until April 18th, 2021; it returned to CVL from

November 17th until December 12th, 2021 before moving to BG on December 21st an d remaining until
16th A pril, 2022. It returned to CVL on 12th November, moving to BG on 13th and remaining until April
23rd, 2023 . It returned to BG on November 17th a nd remained until 16th April, 2024.

2019 71 a juvenile at CVL on December 12th and 16th
2021 i a pair at PWD from June 18th until 23rd.

2022 ,two individuals T a juvenile at CVL on 31st October, a juvenile male at CVL from November 11th until
December 13th
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Approximately 100 were recorded in the twentieth century , the full details are given in Appendix 1 _ but the
graph below gives a summary

12

10 10

1925 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980

The only nineteenth century record is of animmature shotat Weston -super -Mare on 16th December , 1890,
1891 Zoologist page 66 , British Birds vol 18 page 301
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Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

A fairly common winter visitor and spring passage migrant; numbers peak in late March and early April with
alargest count of 210 at CVL on 26th March , 1999 .

It is s carce away from the main reservoirs, and scarce/very scarce in summer although it bred at CVL in
2008, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2021 , 2022 and 2024 .

Wheeler ( 1874) sai d i trarewaénter vigitor,6near Banwell 6 while Charbonnier (18
@ccurred on the Severn coast and at BG 0.

The 1929 SBR said é6regul ar winter visitor at BL in smal|l
No records from other inland waters but occasional on co.
Davis ( 1947 ) s awiintér vi§itor occurring regularly in small numbers at the reservoirs. Scarce elsewhere 0
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Smew  Mergellus albellus

Since 2019 this has been a local rarity, with one accepted record since then, a female at CVL from November
16th , 2022 until April 5th, 2023 , visiting BL on January 18th

The graph below shows the decline in recent years

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 09 2010 11 12 13 14 16

Number of new individuals, or for 2000 and 2003 i 2006 the maximum count from CVL only, this century

The largest count, of 21 at CVL, was as recently as 11th February, 1997 . Also notable was a flock of 14,
including 10 males , on the R Avon at Somerdale on 20th January, 1985 (Aldridge 1987 )

Early published records are as follows:
1855 1 adult male shot at Dyrham on February 12th Davis (1947)
1892 1 Clevedon in January Charbonnier (1899)

1908 1 one shot at BL on January 4th Zoologist page 114 and aredhead seen there onthe 15th Zoologist
page 74

1917/18 1 several shot in winter at BL 1929 SBR

1919/20 and 1920/21 I afewatBL 1929 SBR

1921 i six shot at BL on December 27th 1929 SBR

1925 i aredhead atBL onJanuary 6th 1929 SBR

1927 i a female shot on the R Axe near Weston on December 29th 1929 SBR
1928 1 atBG a redhead on January 3rd and sevenon8 th 1929 SBR

1929 1 afew on the Axe in January and February , five (onedrake) atBL on February 24th and March 17th,
at BG one on February 14th and 25th 1929 SBR

Davis ( 1947) c a |l | wintar visitoa, regular at the reservoirs in small numbers, most records refer to

female or immature birds but adult males not infrequently noted in recent years o}
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Goosander Mergus merganser

A fairly common winter visitor to CVL wherethe | argestcount is 283 on3rdFebruary , 1996 .lItisi ncreasingly
recorded from other sites including Cl -Y, but still uncommon away from CVL and s carce in the Estuary.

The average arrival date is 27th September although the earliest is a female at the Yeo estuary on 8th
August, 1990. T he average departure is 8th April although the latest is a male on Severnside on 19th May,
2008 .

The earliest published records are as follows:

1870 7 Wraxall Charbonnier (1899)

c1877 1 shot at Banwell mentioned in Knight (1902)

1880 i adult male killed at  Hinton Blewitt Zoologist page 144
1891 1 Bitton in January  Charbonnier (1899)

The 1929 SBR says o6only one record for BL prior to 1915,
BG a redhead on 5th December, 1927, then two on 9th February, 1928 and three on 13th March, 1928. A

pair shot at Litton d&édmany wéaauary and Eebrdary #923. Gne shot8leaddn @arish

on 1st January, 1928 and a few on the Axe i 19470)a nuayider @& n
visitor. Observations in recent years show that it occurs annually. Recorded in the past from Weston -super -

Mare. Has frequently been noted at the reservoirs usually single or in twos but up to five or six on several

occasions. One at Avonmouth 1947 6
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Red - breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
A scarce winter visitor and passage migrant

There have been about 116 individuals recorded this century, although n umbers have declined in recent
years and it was made a local rarity from 2024 :

2024 i two males at Severn Beach on April 22nd, a female at New Passage on November 29th

Nearly two -thirds of the records are from the coast, although there was a male that regularly returned to
the reservoirs until 2016.
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It had been considered a local rarity up until 1986, with notes required for females away from CVL from
1987 until 2000, and for all females from 2000 until 2009 .
The | argest count is of a t least 8, possibly 11, at CVL on 28th December , 1968 .
Neither Wheeler (1874) not Charbonnier (1899) mention the species but Bl at hwayt mnhat@e& ) s
birds have been seen and shot near Weston -super -Mared whFalemer and Ball ance (1968)
immatures near Weston -super-Mar e, probably 1860s6.
Early published records  for the twentieth century are as follows:
1920/21 winter T sixat BL 1929 SBR
1923 1 four at BL on 27th December 1929 SBR
1924/25 winter 1 several reported atBL 1929 SBR
1927/28 winter i one at BL 1929 SBR
1929 i a singledrake atBL on 3rd and 24th February and 2nd March and a female at Hunstrete for several
weeks in early spring 1929 SBR
1936 1 a female at BG on 10th April Tetley (1939)
1937 i1 three at BL on 21st February, a female at BL on 4th April with one there on 27th September SBR

1939 i f our Obrownheadsd at BL on 9th January with two on 14

1940 it wo 6brownheadso6 at BL on 31st Mar c h.
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Davis ( 1947) says i trregula wimtan vis@ior occurring less frequently than Goosander . As with
Goosander adult males seldom met with 6 and aniadddienal record of one at Hunstrete in 1941.



54

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis

A once common introduced winter visitor at CVL and BL with a largest count of 1,064 at CVL on 1st March,
1987, but scarce elsewhere. However, it is classed as an invasive non  -native (alien) species and regular
culls by environmental agencies  means the speciesis now almost extinct nationally.

The first published local record was in 1957 when a young male was at CVL in November but there may

have b een earlier records as  the 1958 SBR states, under Long -t ai | ed wbBknowkof several instances
where birds have been identified as being of this species when they were, in fact, North American Ruddy

Ducks, some of which have reached the reservoirs as @®scapes6f rom t he Wi | dNumkels idcreased 06
to four males during the subsequent winter and they were also seen at BL , with an additional male at BG

during the 57 -58 winter. All were considered to be escapes from Slimbridge , see King (1961)

In 1960 there were three males at BL and four males at CVL for the greater part of the year and t hree
females or immatures appeared at CVL in December . In 1961 birds were noted at BL and CVL in most
months with up to eight at CVL and five at BL and they b red at CVL where a pair with six or seven ducklings

were seen on May 18th and June 3rd .In 1962 up to six (4 males) were at CVL between January and May
and a pair with fully grown juvenile were present on June 30th.

Numbers subsequently grew, particularly during the 197006
and peaked in the 19806s at over 1,000. Detailed counts f
the 19906s but Vinicombe (e&kth2999andylPos eith maximanecoumts id boih years

of 915.
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At the start of this century the maximum wintering counts were still above 500 but these started to drop

away r apidly after 2003, largely because of national culls . These were initially trialled during 1999 i 2002
and then fully enacted from September 2005 until at least August 2010. There were 14 culls locally between
2006 and 2009 which resulted in 283 individuals being shot, see 2009 ABR. There were additional loc al culls

in February 2015 (two) and January 2016 which shot a total of 4 individuals, see 20 16 ABR.
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The species also bred locally in small numbers with the last local breeding in 2008 (two sites, three broods).

Itis now a rare vagrant with four recent records as follows;

2016 i adrake a CVL from September 11 th until 15 th when shot

2017 i1 afemale at Backwell Lake on May 20 th

2020 i a mobile female at CVL and BL between October 6 th and November 12 th
2024 i four at CVL from August 13th until 21st with one remaining until October 26th
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Black Grouse Lyrurus tetrix

This species has been extinct locally for nearly a century , and probably was only ever occasional.

According to Palmer and Ballance (1968) the

had died out

up by Charbonnier(1899) whi ch descr i bes s$hbtevergyea onithe Blendips

by 1860 but recolonised again

and Ballance (1968) give the last breeding as 1920, Davis (1947) says there was no
evidence after a nest and eggs were found on Black Down in May, 1915.

Wheeler (1874) st a

t @caurs Occasionally, Portishead & while Davis (1947) mentions a

species was p

about 1875
66 Although Palmer
definite breeding

female in Mr A R

Robinsonds col |l ect i onthad was Blied dn Backwell HH somstime prior to 1900 . The only
other definite records inside Avon come from 1922 when a male was shot  in Mendip Wood at the foot of

Black Down (presumably this is what is now called Mendip Lodge Wood)

Warren.

and afemale was seen on Dolebury

The extract from the 1946 SBR below gives details of these last two records and possible reasons for the

species demise

lecorders of bird life in Somerset should take any chance
which may come their way of preserving information about
gpecies, once perhaps numerous, but now verging on local
extinction. A case in point is the status of the Black Grouse
on Mendip. 1t seems probable that they are now extinet in
the area. Will observers please report when last they saw or
heard of one there? 1 consider that a leftor written on
20 January 1947, to our member, Mr. H. H. Davis, by Mr.
Joseph Atwell, keeper, Dolebury Warren, from which some
extracts are given below, is of the utmost historical importance :
* Re Black Grouse on the Mendips I should say they are extinet
in the Blackdown area. 1 have not seen or heard of any for
over twenty years. The last one I saw shot was in Mendip
Wood at the foot of the Down in 1922, If was a very old
Black Cock. I saw a Grey Hen the same year on Dolebury
Warren. A fire had been burning for a couple of days at the
time on the hills ; that was the last T saw or heard of Black
Grouse in this district, Away back in the 1860°s, my grand-
father had the sporting rights of Blackdown and lived in the
keeper’s house on Rowberrow Warren. I have heard my
father tell many times of a gentleman killing 84 brace of Black
Grouse besides partridges and hares in one day’s shooting over
pointers. I can remember the beginning of this century when
as a boy I used to walk over the Down and always saw Black
Grouse. When the snow was on the ground it was nothing to
gee ten or a dozen on the top of the barns at Tynings Farm,
and also up in the hawthorn bushes which formed the boundary
of the Down and Charterhouse.” Keeper Atwell also makes
the observation that his grandfather used to let the shooting
at so much per head of game killod, and sums up his most
interesting letter as follows: ‘I will give you some of the
reasons I think caused them to die out ; first, disease ; second
people setting fire to the Down in the nesting-season; I
remember one scason when the keeper found quite a number of

irey Hens burnt on their nests; third, encroachment of
bracken : and fourth, the increase of foxes all over the
Mendips.'

and
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Grey Partridge Perdix perdix

Thisis a scarce, local breeding resident that has seriously declined in recent years and t he situationis now
clouded by the number of released birds .

Over the last 40 years the species had three main local strongholds as follows:

1 ST77 particularly around Marshfield. This is the only area that still regularly holds individuals
assumed to be of a wild origin but even here records are now irregular, for example there were no
records from the square in 2015 , and birds were released here during 2023 . The last proven breeding
in the area was as long ago as 2001 and 2000, with about ten pairs thought to then be in the area.

1 ST35 particularly around Weston STW and the Bleadon levels, where the species was recorded
annually between 1997 and 2009 and bred there in 2006 and 2000. However, records from here
declined dramatically after 2006 and nine of the ten years between 2010 an d 2019 were blank.

T ST66 around Keynsham and Saltford. The species was r
reported in Saltford in 1983 and 1981 and at Newton St Loe in 1981, but numbers declined during
the 19906s and the species had vani slhagedeeh neconts frénardine f or d
other scattered sites in ST66 this century, although it is suspected that many of these may relate to
released birds.

Bland and Dadds (2012) statélsobdal |y they were too common to comment
have declined continually from 1960. They were still widespread in the 1972 Breeding Atlas o}

It was much commoner in the past, wi t domniva and widely di€Gributel dbée s ¢
whil e at the end of the 18006s it was described as common

Published details of releases are as follows:

I 1984 i c30 seen at dusk on Oct. 21st, 1984 at Portbury Wharf (Bristol Ornithology)

T 1990 i 20 released in the Clevedon Bay area in summer 1990 (Bristol Ornithology)

I 1997 i 50 seen on Nailsea Moor

1 2001/2017 71 records from Manor Farm Community Woodland including successful breeding (see 203

ABR)

2008/09 i thought to have been released in ST66 (see 2023 ABR)

2009 and 2010 i at Caswell Lane in Portbury

2015/16 i1 thought to have been released in ST66 (see 2023 ABR)

2017 and 2018 i at Kingston Seymour

2020 i 25in alLong Ashton garden

2020/24 - 50 gradually released near Badminton (see 2023 ABR) and breeding in the area
2022 i one visiting a Bradley Stoke garden

=A =4 =4 -4 4 -4 4
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Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

This is fairly common but under recorded with v. ery | arge numbers released for
particularly in the Marshfield / Cotswold escarpment area.

This status does not seem to have changed o vesidentitcoammen,in Da v i

many parts of the district and abundant where preserved 6 while in the | averg com@oh 08 s

(1899) or O6abundantdé (1874)
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Quail  Coturnix coturnix
Thisis a scarce summer visitor, and presumed breeder, to the north -east of the area.
The average arrival date is 31st May while the earliest arrival date is 4th May in 2023 at Marshfield.

It is rare nationally as a breeding species and the chart below sets out the number of males singing locally
each year this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: Number of singing males each year this century

To put the above figures into perspective other recent 06Q
22in 1997 and 29 in 1989 (when record numbers were present).

It is also a r are passage migrant  with sight records of non -singing birds away from the Marshfield area
requiring supporting notes. T he only such recent records are from 1986 ( at BG on 16th May), 1991 ( at Old
Sodbury on 29th June, and Stanton Prior on 29th August), 2006 ( at Severn Beach on 16th July), 2008 ( at
Blakes Pool on 7th August, and at Hengrove Park on 23rd September), 2009 ( at Compton Dando on May
17th) and 2018 ( at Compton Dando on 21st May) . Palmer and Ballance (1968) mention it has occurred
since 1950 at Leigh Woods, Failand, Backwell Hill and Gordano Valley

Davis ( 1947) de s cr i b e duminer resident ia fluciuating numbers. Uncommon and though perhaps
often overlooked is evidently scarcer than formerly. Some increase noted since 1942, birds being recorded

from various places including Abbots Leigh, Hutton, Patchway, Doynton and Pucklech urch and from such
Cotswold areas as Marshfield and Cold Ashton. Breeding reported from Stoke Gifford 1944 while there are

earlier records of nesting at Chipping Sodbury and South Stoke. Exceptional in winter 0.

Within Bristol itself in the 1800a8as¢e Whmmkervi{i§B¥Vae), gbvap

end of that century there are also records from Knowle in October 1885 and on Bedminster Down in June
1900.

Palmer and Ballance (1968) mention it bred at Sidcot in 1876.
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Red - legged Partridge Alectoris rufa
This is a locally fairly common breeding resident , but large numbers are r el eased for O6sport.i
particularly in the Marshfield/Cotswold escarpment area (eg i n 2017 several thousand were released ).

At the end of t heancdam&on) are 1899 assessment mentioning one caught in the streets of
Bristol in June 1888 , three shot at Frenchay in August 1888 and occurr ing at Portishead in 1897 .

The 1932 SBR st at ed tappeats toibé absent in the greater part of the district but very frequent on

Wrington Warren until at least 1918. Birds spread to Wrington from Mendip about 1885 ; they then spread

to Backwell Hill for two or three years but then disappeared again 0. Davis (1947)resideatj d i
uncommon but probably more widespread than is supposed. Scattered pairs have been reported as breeding

in various Mendip localities. Bred Stoke Gifford 1935 and 1936 and doubtless on other occasion S. Is said by

sportsmen to have been obtained at Horton, Dyrham, Frampton Cotterell and Queen Charlton 0
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Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus

A scarce passage migrant and presumed regular breeding summer visitor in very small numbers. Breeding
is now restricted to sites on the Mendips near the Somerset border and the chart below shows the number
of churring males this century.

2000 01 02 O3 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: Number of churring males this century

Birds have been regularly noted onthe Mendips since 1995 but prior to that the only local records were in
1986 and 1979 and it was treated as a local rarity between 1987 and 2005

The last breeding attempt away from Mendip was a pair in Leigh Woods in 1972 (and that was the first
breeding attempt in Bristol for 20 years) but the nest was destroyed.

During the 196006s isolated r ecwendmostafnuap r egamhecbrdsmi ngw reeedt s
supporting notes, records since 1972 are as follows:

1973 i a male flushed from the reedbed at CVL on May 19th

1975 i Sneyd Park on June 6th

1977 1 Cloud Wood Marshfield on June 3rd, a juvenile ringed on Steep Holm on August 26th

1979 i1 found exhausted in Keynsham on May 15th, heard at Wraxall on September 8th

1986 1 male at Wooscombe Bottom, Compton Dando at dusk on May 30th [1987 ABR]

1996 1 a male at Hollow Brook car park, CVL on May 27th

2002 i1 satonapostina Backwell garden on September 8th [addenda in 2014 ABR]

2006 1 flushed at Northwick Warth on September 9th

2013 1 Worle early morning of August 17th, in a garden at Northwick Warth on September 16th and taken

into care before being released back into the garden on 19th but found dead next day , flushed from a
Dundry garden on September 18th. Trapped at PWD on September 29th, found below deck on a ship in

RPD on October 9th

2017 1 seenin flight near Burnett on August 30th

2018 1 sitting on a post in a Nailsea garden on September 2nd
2019 1 male flushed at Weston STW on May 1st

2020 1 in a Portishead garden on June 2nd

2021 i atleast two females were in the Gordano valley between May 12th and 23rd
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2023 i four records all in June, seen in Portishead garden on 6th, heard during night at both PWD and
Severn Beach on 12th, heard mid -afternoon at Orchard Pools on 29th

2024 1 in a Blagdon garden on September 26th

Wheeler( 1874) n ot e s summervisitoragerterally distributed in woods 6 w hGharbonnier (1899) says
&Gummer resident, fairly common 6 athed1926 SBR dlistribution dependent on suitable woods and bracken -
grown slopes; most common west and south -west of Bristol, elsewhere decidedly local 0. D a1947 3 says
&ummer resident, local but not uncommon in suitable areas. Breeds or has bred at Long Ashton, Leigh

Woods, Backwell, Pensford, Cadbury Camp, Clevedon, Weston -super -Mare and elsewhere 0 .

Kemp (1982) provides a summary of the local population between 1850 and 1982 .
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Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba
A national rarity until 2006 and a | ocal rarity since with four record s this century

2002 i one briefly at Sand Pointon April  21st [BBRC]
2023 i at OPS from March 15th until 17th
2024, two individuals 1 at Clifton on March 22nd and 23rd, at Sea Mills on April 6th

There are six twentieth century records:
1960 T Redcliffe Bay, Portishead on October 2nd [BBRC]

ALPINE Swirr Apus melba

S. One watched by W.A.H. hawking insects, Redcliffe Bay,
Portishead, Oct. 2 ; diagnostic features included large size, pale
brown upperparts, white belly and broadly forked tail. Record
1967 1 off Steep Holm on September 30th [BBRC]

1969 T Weston -s-Mare on September 20th [BBRC] SBR
1993 i over Aust CIliff for ten minutes on April 11th [BBRC]
1998 i briefly over CVL on February 18th [BBRC]

1999 i Northwick Warth on June 5th [BBRC]

Rose (2000) mentions an 1851 record but that was at Axbridge, so outside Avon.
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Swift  Apus apus
A common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant.

The breeding population has shown a massive decrease in recent decades, the BBS results show a 52%
decrease in the last ten years and a 90% decrease since 1994 , and the chart below shows the annual
percentage fluctuations . The percentage of BBS squares recording the species has fallen from nearly 60%

in the |l ate 19906s to about 30% in the | ast five years.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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The largest count is of 15,000 at CVLon 2nd June 1981.

The average arrival date is April 17th, five days earlier than given in Bland (1992) while the earliest arrival
date is 8th April , 2001, two at CVL . The average departure date is now September 1 7th, four days earlier
than given in Bland (1992) while the | atest departure s are 15th November , 1974 at Downend and 12th
November, 1978 at Littleton on Severn

The status was similar in the past.

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus

A national rarity ~ with two local record s, both this century:

2020 1 one picked up in Upper Kewstoke on October 22nd was rehabilitated in Somerset and released in
Sussex [ BBRC]

2022 i three at Aust Cliffs and surrounding fields on October 31st [BBRC] .
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Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

An uncommon and seriously declining spring migrant and breeding summer visitor . The local decline is in
line with national trends . T he chart below shows the bird -days each year this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 0O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Annual bird-days this century

Itisv ery scarce after June  and recent tracking has shown that most adults depart the UK atth at time.

The average arrival date is April 1 3th, aday later than given by Bland (1992) with an earliestarrival  of 20th
March , 1983, a male at Burrington . The current average departure date is August 1 4th, substantially earlier
than the September 5th mentioned in Bland (1992). The latest departure is 30th September , 2012, a
juvenile missing some feathers at New Passage and Severn Beach

It was commoner in the past with both Wheeler (1874) and Charbonnier (1899) describing it as common
whil e Davi s (1 9dnmmonandcwidehedistriduted 6 6 .
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Pal |l as6s San dgnhaptessparadoxus
A national rarity with large national invasions in both 1863 and 1888.

During the 1888 invasion there were local records from the following sites;

Weston -super -Mare i 6 s o me smeatioréed in Mathew (1893)

Worle T Kni ght (1902) s ay sand possibly the mnsanie &s8aBove?

Portishead 7 one specimen , mentioned in Blathwayt (1906)

Norton St Philip 7 a flock of about twenty seen in a turnip field near the end of June Mathew (1893)

Kenn Moor i oneshot in earlypartof July1888 Har dwi ckeds Sci ence BBISBreceedingpwlg e 2
VI page 115

Yate i one shot inJuly BNS Proceedings vol VI page 115

Hambrook - eight, possibly ten, on 3rd June Naylor (2024) , a female shotin June 1889 Zoologist, page 32
and two shotin July  BNS Proceedings vol VI page 115,

Al t hough Charbonnier (1899) says t hatthedrdydocatrecartl | candraceisobt ai
of one found dead and two seen at Upper Kilcot, so possibly inside the Avon area, in January 1864 Zoologist
pages 8957/8

Page 115 of wvolume VI of the Bristol Naturalists Proceedings say
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Feral Pigeon Columba livia

An introduced, common resident, mostly found in urban areas with a largest count of 460 at the Floating
Harbour on 12th December, 2018.

The local breeding population has increased by 58% in the last decade following an earlier decline and the
BBS results show a 2% increase since 1994 : the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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The species was not mentioned in the annual reports until 1992 , while Tully (1998) analyses flock size in
the 1991/92 winter.
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Stock Dove Columba oenas

A fairly common breeding resident with a | argest count of 800 at OPS on 14th December, 1996.

The breeding population has fluctuated in recent decades, the BBS results showa 56% increase since 1994
and a 96% increase in the last decade , the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Wheeler ( 1874 ) sai d iganerallyadsstribated, woods 6 whil e Ch ai8%9 n nsiaeesitlentd not

uncommon 6 . T92@SBR saidit was dairly generally distributed wherever suitable old timber occurs, but
almost everywherescarce 6 whi | e 1933a)v i i \ e sresident, caramon and widely distributed but less

abundant than Woodpigeon 6 .
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Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
An abundant breeding resident and migrant , 0 ne of our commonest species

In recent years large movements to the south have become a feature of autumn, particularly on the Severn

estuary. The highest count s are of 55,000 past Wains Hill, Clevedon in half an hour on 27th October, 2024

and 41,130 moving south east at Aust Services on 1st November, 2022. Other notable counts are of 10,000
moving over Kingswood on 16th November , 2015 (when 6,500 were counted flying south at CVL) and of
5,000 in the Marshfield area on 30th October and 1st November, 2017

The breeding population has increased, the BBS results show a 67% increase since 1994  although only a
14% increase over the last decade , and the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Wheeler ( 1874) s agereerally distributed, woods and copses 6 whil e Ch alBI dp rediderd,common
and Davis (1 947) resident, common and widely distributed. Sometimes in very large flocks following winter

immigration 6

0
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Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

This was formerly a fairly common summer visitor but it has undergone a steep decline and is now only a
scarce passage migrant.

Descriptions have been required since 2004  with 2 5 individuals recorded since then
2004 1 in a Keynsham garden from June 22nd until first week of July

2005 1 in a Weston -super Mare garden from June 4th until 7th with presumed same at Sand Point June
19th

2006 , three individuals 7 OPS on April 22nd, CVL on May 16th, Rangeworthy garden from May 22nd until
26th

2007 , two individuals T Marshfield on June 2nd, BG on September 11th

2008 , three individuals i Sand Bay on May 29th, Sandford garden in May [2009 ABR], Marshfield on
September 12th

2009, two at Cl -Y on June 4th

2011 , two individuals 1 Severn Beach on April 24th, Severn Beach on May 6th

2012 , three individuals 1 Severn Beach on April 23rd, OPS on April 30th, Timsbury garden on June 6th
2013 7 OPS on September 29th

2016 i gardens at New Passage from May 11th until 13th

2017 7 Northwick Warth from October 1st until 7th

2022 , three individuals 7 Wickwar on April 29th, a Long Ashton garden from 11th until 18th May [2024
ABR] and Hewish on October 15th

2023, three individuals T two at Farrington Gurney on May 8th, OPS on August 18th

The table below shows the annual numbers between 1986 and 2003 . Priorto 1986 the species was common
enough for the ABR not to provide detailed records.

1986 87 88 89 1990 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000 01 02 2003

Number of individuals recorded in the years prior to descriptions being required

The | argest count was 61 at Saltford on 17th August , 1969 SBR.
Bland (1992) gave an average arrival date of April 26th and earliest arrival date s of 5th April , 1970 and
10th April, 1988, two at Severn Beach . He also gave an average departure date of September 14th with a

latest departure  of 17th November , 1962, two with Collared Doves at Avonmouth
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The last locally bred juveniles were seen in 1983 although the last local breeding attempt was in 1991, at
Pensford.

Wheeler( 1874) s ay s i summeavssitog nobcommon, Leigh 6 while ChalBI9dnasasummer 0
resident, fairly common 6 . TL926 SBR says 6 u n e v distlibyted. Common to west and south -west of
Bristol and in lower Chew Valley eg at Pensford where numerous. Regular in small numbers to Yeo Valley

about Compton Martin and Ubley and the upper Chew Valley below Litton. Frequent Bath district, and seen

at Worlebury 6 whi | #38tSBR s a i widely spread and fairly common. Regular summer migrant in

Abb ot 6 s -Eadandy-BGadbury Camp district 6 .

Davis ( 1947 ) s asummebresident, widely distributed and not uncommon in most parts of the district a
Bland and Dadds (2012) say that in the 1972 breeding atlas breeding was proven in half of the 10km
squares surveyed, with a maximum of 56 records
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Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

A common breeding resident with a | argest count of 300 at Avonmouth in January and February 1980.

The breeding population seems currently to be in decline, a decreas e of 26 % in the last ten years but only

a 12% decrease since 1994 ; the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations. The percentage of
BBS squares recording the species has fallen from 70% in
years.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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The first local records were as recent as 1960 but the population quickly expanded
1960 1 two, probably a pair, visited a garden in Chipping Sodbury on May 7th 1961 ABR

1961 1 one trapped in a Barbary Dove aviary in same Chipping Sodbury garden on March 25th remained in
the vicinity until April 21st when joined by second until 23rd. Up to eight in gardens and cemetery in

Shirehampton from August 1st until end of year, wit h one pair unsuccessfully breeding.

1962 1 records from 11 widespread sites with ¢50 in Avonmouth in July . Palmer and Ballance (1968) give

the first record for Somerset as O6near Bishop Sutton, 30t
of Bristol, at Redhill, Kewstoke and Weston -super-Mar e d

1963 1 three pairs successfully bred and a maximum of 92 at Avonmouth on October 28th
1964 1 35 to 40 pairs probably breeding in Bristol with flocks of 175 T 200 at Avonmouth Docks

1965 1 breeding reported from Weston, Cl evedon and Bristol
records from Pill, Abbots Leigh, Clifton Suspension Bridge, Long Ashton, Clevedon, near Bath, Weston -
super - Mare district, Kewstoke and Worlebury
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Water Rall Rallus aquaticus

An uncommon winter visitor, scarce in summer, and very scarce

/scarce as a breeding species.  The table
below shows the limited number of sites it is reported from

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of sites reported from in each year this century

Wheeler ( 1874) g i v e s occasionah #shtén, Stapleton & whi | e Ch al8%9 n rsiaepsderfth not
uncommon in suitable localities, more abundant in winter 6 and Daar) s s échiefly & winter visitor

occurring not uncommonly in suitable habitats. Scarce as a breeding bird though perhaps overlooked. Has
been recorded as nestingatBL 6 .
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Corncrake Crex crex

This is now a local rarity  , with just three twentieth century records:

2002 i remains f ound of a Peregrine kill at St J®BOBABR church,
2003 1 calling at BL on May 27th

2011 i calling at Chipping Sodbury common on July 31s t

It was much commoner in the past , particularly in the nineteenth century . Wheeler (1874) s a y sommon,

in fields generally 6 w hGharbonnier (1899) s a y summer resident. Common. Has been found occasionally

in mid -winter 6 .

A decline started during the twentieth century, t he 1926 SBR st at ssace and erratic although possibly

once more common, perhaps now showing slight tendency to increase. Rather frequent 20 years ago in

Bathdistrict 6 Davi s (1947) says O6Formerly a widely known summer
early in the present century and now appears to be scarce over most of the district. No definite breeding

information in recent years, though calling has been report ed from various localities includin g Rangeworthy,
Saltford, Failand, Nailsea and Tickenham. Noted fairly fr

B a

I

(1968) states O6from 1924 to 1936 heard i n-ssgperxMapel Onlymassage et we

records 1937 1 43.Sincethen, heardinten places, mostfrequently at Saltford and Tickenham. Four passage
recordso

Specific published records are as follows:

1927 7 BL on April 12th Blagdon Birds

1928 i BL on May 1st Blagdon Birds

1929 T BL on May 4th Blagdon Birds young bird ringed at Abbots Leigh on July 16th SBR

1930 i bred at Abbots Leigh  accordingto Palmer and Ballance (1968) , Failand on May 9th  SBR
1932 i heard by Beggars Bush Lane, Failand on May 13th, three heard in widely separated fields near

Nailsea in May, June and July, a pair in a Wrington garden SBR
1933 i one or more round Abbotbés F8®I|I during the summer
1935 i picked up exhausted at Abbots Leigh on April 12th SBR

1936 i BL onJune 11th Blagdon Birds

1938 i killed at Lulsgate Bottom on September 3rd after hitting the windscreen of a car , disturbed from
grass near Patchway Common on October 30th

1940 T caught in wire netting at Long Ashton on April 22nd
1941 1 shot near Whitchurch on September 2nd

1942 i in awheat field at Stoke Gifford on August 29th, in a barley crop above Dyrham Wood on September
1st

1943 1 found dead at Burnett on August 27th
1945 1 one heard at Tickenham on May 7th
1946 1 heard at Rangeworthy on several dates in June

1947 1 injured bird caught at Abbots Leigh on May 3rd, caught by a cat at Clifton Hill on June 13th, heard
by R Avon in St Anneds Park on June 13t h aAf dhotatDyrimaminthe ar d
autumn

1948 i two calling birds , a mile apart, inthe Saltford area , one from June 4th until 19th and the other from
June 14th until  July 15th SBR, calling heard at Hinton Blewitt and Nempnett in the second half of July

1949 1 seen and heard at BL on May 7th, calling at Nempnett in June but no evidence of breeding

9 SBR gives date as 27th
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1950 1 frequently heard at Tickenham in May and June, birds in corn crops at Little Stoke on August 16th
and 31st, at Dyrham on August 31st

1951 i frequently heard at Abbots Leigh in May, in corn crop at Little Stoke in early September, shot at BL
on October 27th

1952 1 Westerleigh on August 18th and Yate on September 14th

1953 i calling at Tickenham on May 31st, both ends of BL on June 5th, dead at Patchway on October 15th
SBR also mentions calling heard at Sidcot

1955 i caught in market garden in Patchway on April 11th, calling at Saltford on May 12th, seen in Long
Ashton on May 19th, remains found on tideline near Pill on May 23rd

1956 71 calling at Saltford on May 25th, flushed at Wrington on September 1st

1957 1 flushed at Long Ashton on April 25th, one calling at Compton Martin from June 9th was killed by
mower on 26 th

1961 T a slightly injured bird on roadside in Clapton -in-Gordano on October 5th

1962 i two near Butcombe on May 10th, Sand Point on May 13th, present in Saltford area (between Kelston
and Swineford according to SBR) from June until August 9with bird seen on July 31st and August 28th per
SBR), calling at Bitton on September 1st

1963 i heard at Saltford on several dates in June

1964 1 calling at Middle Hope  (or Sand Point per SBR)  on May 10th
1965 i flushed at CVL on October 10th 1984 ABR

1966 1 picked up dead on Lyncombe Hill near Sandford on May 11th
1970 7 calling on Kenn Moor on June 1st

1978 i killed by a dog on a farm in Flax Bourton in early June

1985 i two at Hinton Charterhouse on June 19th 1986 ABR

1989 i heard at Marshfield on June 21st

1990 i beside the B3128 at Wraxall Hill on June 28th
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Spotted Crake Porzana porzana

A local rarity with 20 individuals recorded this century:
2000 i CVL on September 6th

2001, two individuals 7 an exhausted adult found in Portishead in early May was taken into care before
being released at CVL on 12th, a juvenile at CVL from August 3rd until 23rd

2003, two individuals 7 CVL from August 17th until September 4th and a juvenile from September 10th
until 27th

2004 i CVL from August 23rd until September 24th

2005 i a juvenile at CVL on September 3rd

2007 i CVL on August 8th

2008 i CVL on October 14th

2009 i CVL on September 26th and again on October 1st
2012 7 PWD from August 30th until September 3rd

2013, four individuals at CVL T two on August 14th and 15th with one until 24th, an adult from August 28th
until September 9th with two on August 28th and September 4th

2014 , two individuals T an adult at Weston STW on July 19th and 20th, a juvenile/first -winter trapped at
CVL on September 25th
2016 , two individuals at CVL T September 26th and another from October 9th until 26th

2018 1 a ringed bird at CVL from October 9th until 20th

A total of 49 individuals were recorded in the second half of the twentieth century:
1961 7 CVL on October 28th, probably present on 13th and seen again and heard on November 5th
SpoTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana

S. One flushed at close range from Equisetum bed, Chew Valley
res., Oct. 28, and seen under excellent conditions, by R.S.H. who
refers to its small size; short bill; medium brown upper-parts with
conspicuous patterning and clear, unstriped buffish yellow under-
tail coverts. Same observer states that the bird was probably
present on Oct. 13, and J.A.McG. records that on Nov. 5 he had a
very brief view and heard the characteristic and sustained ‘kick’ or
‘wit’ calls close to the same spot.
1963 1 an immature at CVL from August 18th until 24th with juveniles ringed on 24th and 25th, an adult

there from 24th until 31st 10 with at least three birds present at the end of August. One at CVL on October
10th

1964 71 an unringed adult at CVL on August 3rd and 9th, CVL on December 31st

1965 7 CVL on July 22nd SBR, July 25th, August 17th and 22nd, October 24th, November 7th SBR, 14th
and December 4th

1967 i CVL on September 13th, Kenn Estuary on December 21st

1968 1 CVL on April 15th, CVL on July 17th, two at CVL from August 17th until 19th all SBR
1969 1 CVL on September 5th
1971 7 CVL from September 4th until 16th, October 3rd and November 3rd SBR

0 The adult was filmed by the BBC, see SBR
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1972 1 CVL on February 17th

1973 1 CVL on September 26th and October 27th

1975 i CVL on July 17th

1977 1 CVL on August 29th with probably the same trapped on September 13th

1983 i three at CVL on September 4th (of which two were trapped and ringed) with two until 7th and one
until 20th

1984 i CVL from November 17th until 20th

1985 i calling at the Kenn Estuary on December 18th
1986 i CVL on October 28th

1987 1 CVL on September 27th and 28th

1988 i CVL on September 10th

1989 i calling at CVL on June 10th

1990 i Wains Hill on November 11th and December 30th

1995 1 CVL on August 13th, 16th, 17th and 18th (two), 19th, 20th and 22nd (two), 21st (three), CVL from
September 5th until 22nd with two between 7th and 15th

1996 i BL on September 12th with two there from 13th until 15th

1998 1 CVL from August 27th until September 3rd, CVL from October 11th until 13th with two on 12th,
probably a different two at CVL from October 13th until 15th, CVL from October 18th until 23rd, CVL from
November 21st until 25th

There are also two published records of Crake sp;
1986 i flushed from spartina at Kenn estuary on November 20th and published as Spotted in Rose (1992)
1987 1 BL on March 14th and 15th

Although Wheel er (1874) gave it as 06r ahees,p eAcsihetso nwaasn dc oSinaopnl eert o
around Weston -super-Mare: Char bonnier (1899) sai d 0us e dsupen Mdreancisostiimo n
often shagBlahbawa§t ( 1Y proosisshgve beén metwithin summer near Weston -super -
Mareband Davi s ( 1 fealks byshe Rev M@& Mathew on young broods in August suggest used to

occur fairly frequently as a breeding species there. 0
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Early published records are as follows ;

1871 1 one found dead by the railway near Clifton in late October 1872 Zoologist page 2945
1881 i obtained on passage at Bath in October Davis (1947)

1890 i1 five shot at Weston -super -Mare in December 1891 Zoologist page 117

1891 i one obtained at Stoke Bridge in Stoke Gifford in September mentioned in  Hayes (2019) , and one at
Patchway in October  Davis (1947) possibly relate to the same individual

1904 7 obtained in Nailsea in September Davis (1947).

Davis (1947) says 6not reported in recent y-eesiderst orlpastageper h:
migrant.
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Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

A fairly common breeding resident. Seen in large numbers at the reservoirs in late summer/autumn with a
largest count of 245 at CVL in September 200 3.

Wheeler ( 1874) s acopramon, Ashton, Stapleton, Leigh, Avonmouth, Henbury 0 with similar comments by
Charbonnier ( 1899 ) resident,common 6 and [84V) sesdident, common and widely distributed 0.

Coot  Fulica atra
A fairly common and widespread breeding resident, abundant in the autumn at the main reservoirs
The largest local count is of 4,630 at CVL in October 20 23 . Although the 2002 ABR mentions a winter count

of 5,000 in 1960 | cannot trace a source for this figure, published records for that time all give different
figures but suggest about 4,000 in February.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: broods at CVL this century (not counted in 2016 or 2020)

Wheeler ( 1874) de s cr i brares neartClevedon 66 but Charl8i9n nis amgssgéntnot uncommon

in certain localites 6. The 1937 SBR said 6éoccurs at BL and BG. At
and at times in winter in very large numbers. At BG it probably occurs in every month but is less common

from April -June while from July until November a considerable mo vement occurs and the largest numbers
are present at this ti md®7) Aictc oesidentrb@peds ai mddtswitabs (e waters. Also,
an abundant winter visitor occurring regularly in large numbers at the reservoirs. Occasional on the coast

during hard frosts 6 .

B L
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Bai |l | on 0 s PGrraaakpesilla

A National rarity , the only confirmed local record is of a female killed at Weston  -super -Mare in September
1840 mentioned in  Yarrell volume 3 page 154 [Naylor]

in Suffolk (Tr. Linn. Soe. xv. p. 48). In September, 1840,

Mr. Francis Edwards, of Brislington, near Bristol, sent up,
for the use of this work, an adult female of this species killed
on some marshy ground near Weston-saper-mare ; and two

Charbonnier (1899) mentions a record from Weston -super-Mar e in October 1865, attributed
I can find no details of this 1865 record in Yarrell. Palmer and Ballance (1968) mention two records from Weston but
do not give any dates. Rose (2000) mentions  a 1901 record but that was from Axbridge.

Little Crake Porzana parva

A National rarity  with two local records, both in the twentieth century:
1961 i CVL on November 5th  [BBRC]

LirrLe CrRAKE Porzana parva

S. A small crake seen twice by M.A.W. at Chew Valley reservoir,
Nov. 5, was identified as this species. Field notes: very small size

(no larger than Starling); head, neck and under-parts blue-black;
under tail dark with some white at sides; short bill, with red spot;
and dark legs. Record confirmed by Brit. Birds Rare Birds Com-
mittee.
1967 i CVLonMay 10th [BBRC]

LirtLe CrRAKE Porzana parva

S. One, Chew Valley res., May 10, identified by pw at distance
of ten feet. Details supplied include: dark grey head, breast and
unbarred flanks, dark brown and grey upperparts with paler silver-
grey marks, no white or bufl beneath tail which was hardly longer
than wings. The total impression was of a very dark bird. Record,
third for district, accepted by Brit. Birds Rarities Committee.

Terry (1888) mentions one shot at Grosvenor Pond, Bath but with no further details. Davis (1947) dismissed this
record and itis considered not proven in Naylor (2024)
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Grus grus

Formerly a local rarity . However, between 2010 and 2015 a total of 93 individuals from German stock were

hand reared at Slimbridge and released on the Somerset Levels as part of the Great Crane Project (GCP).
Birds from the project were first recorded locally in 2011. Flocks regularly wande

breeding occurred in 2015 and 2016.

Mo s t
have

of the 6éwild bredbd young are unringed, S 0
wandered from further afield, but oOproject

be of wild origin.

t
bi

r from the release site and

i s
rds

2012 13 14 1B 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23

Individuals from GCP seen locally each year

Older records, considered to be of wild origin, are as follows:
1971 7 flying past Wa i n 6 shefbré dodring over the Old Church on March 31st [BBRC]

1993 1 two Grus sp seen briefly circling low over field near Burnett on March 29th

2000
2003
2008
2010
2011
2012
2014
2016

two over Severn Beach on January 3rd

five adults at Tortworth from February 25th until March 2nd
over OPS on May 4th

past Aust Warth on March 2nd

over Clevedon on February 11th

two in flight at BL on March 22nd (2024 ABR), over Bishopston on April 2nd ,
an unringed adult at New Passage on September 22nd

two unringed adults at Northwick Warth on October 7th

Rose (2000) mentions an 1875 record but that was at Brent Knoll.

24

o

not
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Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

A fairly common breeding resident, which occurs widely in rhynes and small to medium -sized pools. Very
scarce in the Estuary.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success; number of broods each year this century

Flocks peak in late summer at the reservoirs before dispersing. The | argest count is of 180 at CVL on 18th
September , 2009 .

Wheeler ( 1874) s agceasiofal, on the Avon 6 but Ch ar 1880 n iseamgsidenthy common, breeds
regularly 6 and Dl@47i) sesdident, common, breeding wherever there are suitable waters. Visits the
reservoirs in considerable numbers in autumn 0

Pied -billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps
A National rarity ~ with one prolonged local record of a returning individual

1963 T BL on December 22nd 1964 ABR [BBRC], see British Birds v58 p305 T 309

Piep-BILLED GREBE Podilymbus podiceps

S. One seen and filmed in colour, Blagdon res., Dec. 22, 1963
by H.A.T.: seen later in day by R.].P. who has supplied detailed
notes which stress the heavy, stubby bill and larger size than Little
Grebe—r¢. two-thirds size of accompanying Coot—and these
features are confirmed by the film. Record, first for Europe,
accepted by Brit. Birds Rarities Committee.

1965 1 68 i an adult at CVL from August 17th until October 23rd 1965 , returning there in 1966 on May
15th and from July 22nd until November 2nd , see Ladhams, Prytherch and Simmons (1967) for full details.

It returned there again in 1967 from May 14th until October 2nd. In 1968 it was at BL from May 14th until

June 6th and at CVL on 4th and 5th July [BBRC] . The 1968 BBRC report suggests that only one bird was
involved over all five years
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Red - necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena

A local rarity  with five records this century:

2002 i afirst -winter at CVL from November 23rd until December 21st

2004
2006
2010
2012

CVL from November 1st until 10th
CVL on December 7th
on the River Avon at Sea Mills on November 28th

an adult at CVL on September 7th and 8th

A total of 32 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century, with records almost annual between 1979
and 1995.

1914 1 shotat BL on December 14th Blagdon Birds Davis (1947)

1937
1939
1947
1948
1956
1961
1965
1966
1968
1972

BG on February 21st 1938 SBR and British Birds vol 30 page 370
BG on October 5th , British Birds vol 33 page 166

BL from February 10th until 16th, R Avon at Saltford on February 23rd and March 9th

BL on April 25th

CVL on March 18th

CVL on April 5th

CVL on August 4th

CVL on March 27th

an adult at CVL on August 24th
CVL on March 28th

1979 i1 CVL from February 17th until March 4th, BG from February 21st until March 31st, BL on February
23rd joined by a second on 25th, until April 10th with one until 26th, CVL on October 6th and November

23rd

1981 1 ajuvenile at BG on September 22nd and one at CVL from December 28th until

1982
1983
1985
1986
1988
1990

a second bird at CVL from January 1st until 7th, with one there from 30th until April 20th
an adult at CVL from December 23rd until 15th January , 1984

BG on February 16th

CVL on March 22nd, a juvenile at CVL on September 1st

a juvenile at CVL from October 30th until November 20th

an adult at CVL on April 28th

1st January , 1982

1991 71 afirst -winter at CVL from November 9th until 30th then moved to BL from December 1st until 29th

1992 i an adult at CVL intermittently between April 17th and August 25th then moved to BL until December

20th when it returned to CVL until

moved to BL where it remained until November 22nd

1994 i Woodspring Bay on February 2nd
1995 1 BG from April 8th until 30th, a first -winter at CVL on November 12th

2nd April, 1993, a juvenile at CVL on September 12th and 13th then
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Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

An uncommon and highly localised breeding resident, but occurs commonly at the reservoirs, particularly
during the autumn moult/passage with a | argest count of 690 at CVL in October 2000 and again in August
2008 .

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success; broods at CVL each year this century

Itis s carce elsewhere, including the Estuary.

Wheeler (1874) did not include the species while Charbonnier (1899) s a y sccuged at BG in April 1897 0.
However, Davi s ( 19 4 fejidend, &nown a® a breeding species chiefly from BL where several pairs

have nested almost annually since 1907 11 (12 pairs reported 1931). Has also bred at Litton frequently since

1925, at BG, Chew Magna, and at Tortworth Court Lake 1934 -1936. Common on the larger reservoirs at all
seasons but most plentiful in spring and autumn. Occasional elsewhere. Some birds in summer are evidently
non -breeders 6 .

11 Although British Birds vol 4 page 368 suggdstdirst breedingat BLwas two pairs in 1910
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Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus

A local rarity with 3 6 individuals recorded this century:

2000, three individuals I Severn Beach on April 17th, CVL from June 11th until October 14th, CVL from
December 27th until 6th January, 2001

2003 1 CVL from April 20th until May 18th

2004 i BG on December 19th  [2005 ABR]

2005 1 CVL from December 20th until 9th February, 2006

2007 i two first -winters at BL on October 4th

2008, two individuals 7 BL on November 21st, an adult at CVL from November 28th until 30th

2010, three individuals i BG from January 13th until 15th [dates corrected in 2011 ABR] , PW on February

21st drifted to the mouth of Portishead marina, CVL on November 10th
2011 1 BL from November 11th until 3rd February, 2012

2012, two individuals I CVL on January 8th, CVL on October 15th
2013, three individuals T BL from February 28th until March 5th, a summer plumaged pair at BG on April
9th

2014 7 CVL on February 1st
2015 i CVL on April 5th

2016, three individuals 1 Pilning Wetland from January 10th until 12th, BG on January 20th, CVL on March
29th and 30th

2017 i CVL on January 13th
2018 i CVL on November 18th,
2018/19 i CVL from December 29th until 4th January, 2019

2020, three individuals T one at CVL on March 13th and at BL on 14th, BL on November 4th, CVL on
November 6th,

2020/21 , two individuals T one at CVL from December 9th was joined by a second from 25th and both
remained until 5th April 2021

2024, three individuals T Pilning Wetlands January 3rd until 7th, Portbury Warth on January 11th, 12th and
15th, CVL on October 13th,

2024/25 1 CVL from December 2nd into 2025

Over 100 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century , the full details are given in Appendix 1 _ but the

graph below gives a summary
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14
13
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10

2 2
11
0
1923 1930 1940 1950 1960 1990
The only nineteenth century records | can find are both from BG, in January 1885, mentioned in  Blathwayt

(1906) and in 1890, Charbonnier (1899).
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Black -necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis

An uncommon passage migrant which wintered for the first time in 1998/99 and is becoming increasingly
frequent in the winter. Almost always at freshwater sites and rare in the Estuary

The | argest count s are of nine at CVL on 17th November, 2018 and eight at BG on 4th November, 1935
while p rior to 2008 descriptions were required for records away from the reservoirs.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of individuals recorded each year this century
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A pairb red at CVL in 1998 but the two young failed to survive, see Vinicombe (2008b)

Davis (1947) says a o6winter visitor, little known for mer |
1930. Reported frequently from BL 1938 -1946. Sometimes seen well into spring and has been noted in
summer 6.

Specific published records as follows;

1924 1 at BG on September 19th, 20th, 29th and October 4th British Birds vol 18 page 268

1930 i threeatBL from  March 1stuntil  April 5th, BG from March 6th until April 5th, BG on September 18th,
BG on December 20th  all SBR

1931 1 at BG in January and March, three at BL on March 15th, BG in October and December all SBR
1932 T one or two at BG up to April 2nd, BG on August 2nd, BG on December 24th until 26 thall SBR
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Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus

A local rarity  with seven records this century:

2006 i Northwick Warth on April 20th

2008 1 CI-Y on April 6th

2011 ¥ CI-Y on April 10th

2013, two individuals T Northwick Warth on March 23rd, a ringed bird at OPS on 29th
2018 1 Northwick Warth on April 15th

2020 i Weston STW on April 24th

There are nine twentieth century records:

1925 1 two Woodspring Bay on December 3rd SBR
1949 1 Sandford Hill on April 2nd

1959 i CVL on October 3rd SBR

1968 i flushed from a stony field near edge of Weston -super -Mare airfield on September 11th and seen
again in the evening

1988 1 Yeo Estuary on April 30th

1989 i1 Yeo Estuary on June 18th, Middle Hope on September 2nd
1991 T at dawn on April 28th at the Kenn Estuary

1999 i New Passage on July 27th

Older records are hard to pin down. Charbonnier (1899) said it had occurred at Avonmouth and on the

Mendips whi | e Bl at hwayt Ithds3rég6ently scauyred orothe Mendips and has been seen in
summer near Radstock & Thi s i s presumably a reference to Mat hew (18
this bird in the summer time on the Radstock plateaub.
Davis (1947) says ONow very scarce, but formerly regarded
Recorded in the past as  having been seen or obtained at Avonmouth 6 Palmer and Ballance (1968) states

6Mat hew had seen single birds near R&@adstock in turnip fie
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Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

A fairly common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor with | argest counts of 330 at Axe Estuary on
16th October, 2012

Itisalsoa scarce breeder.

Wheeler (1874) s a y sccasionally, banks of Severn & w hGharleonnier (1899) s a y mesidént, common on
the Severn coast, nests on Denny Isle 0 .Tetley (1939) mentions one at BG on 14th February, 1929 while

Davis (1936) mentions breeding at Woodspring and inland records at BL in autumn 1933. Davis (1947)
gi v es residenaaomn thécoast, most birds in summer being evidently non -breeders. Usually met with in
small parties &
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Black -winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

A local rarity with four records this century:

2012 1 an adult male at CVL on April 10th [BBRC]
2017 1 afemale at Pilning Wetlands from May 7th until 9th
2021 1 a pair at Pilning from June 25th until July 1st

2022 i three at CVL on May 29th

There are also two twentieth century records:
1965 i an adult and immature at CVL from May 22nd until 25th  [BBRC]
1997 7 OPS on May 17th [BBRC]

There is also one old , rather dubious, second -hand undated record of o ne shot near Thornbury , mentioned on page 8
of Materials fora Fauna and Flora of Swansea by L W Dillwyn published in 1848 , see below.

Himantopus melanopterus. Jeayus. Long-legged Flover.

In the Swansea Quide, this interesting bird in said to be * very rare in low maoist
meadows ;" and I suspect that it has been misplaced in our Fauna, for Dr. Turton,
who asaisted Mr. Oldisworth in the compilation, told me that the only speeimen
he ever saw was shot near Thornbury, in Gloucestershire,

This claim is repeated in J E Hartingod6s 1872 Handbook ofsewmli t i s
subsequent authorities. | find it strange that the record is not mentioned by either Wheeler (1874) or Charbonnier
(1899) and that no more details have ever emerged. The record is no longer accepted by Naylor.
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Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta
An uncommon but increasing winter visitor and passage migrant that is scarce inland.
The number of bird -days increased significantly from 2014 as the graph below shows. The figure s for years

after 2019 are  significantly higher  but not directly comparable as sizeable flocks begantowinter and several
pairs were present during the summer

2000 01 02 03 04 O5 O0O6 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 2019

Annual bird-days this century until 2019
The largest count is of 38 in March, 20 22 at Pilning Wetland

It is rare nationally as a breeding species but atleastone pair bred successfully locally for the first time on
Severnside in 2020 , and again in 2021.

Davis (1947) gi ves i teryaase vagrand, wne was killed at Thornbury sometime prior to 1900 6 whi
the first published records are as follows:

1966 1 Sand Bay on December 29th and 30th

1969 i five at Sand Bay on April 8th, four at Clevedon on May 24th and 25th

1970 T Sand Bay on August 5th
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

A fairly common and widespread winter visitor and passage migrant which can become common in some

winters with largest counts of 6,000 at CVL in January 1976 , see CVRS report 76 1 78, and 4,300 at
Keynsham in February 1985 . Thomas (1979) mentions 6 as om®eneynside durifg, 00 0
very hard weather &

Itisan u ncommon and seriously declining breeder/summer visitor.

Wheeler (1874) s a y somraon resident, Leigh, Portishead, Failand 0 a @hdrbonnier (1899)  desident, very
common 0 . T92é SBR s a i abmndon and at times abundant in winter. Breeds fairly freely on suitable

open ground and even abundantly in certain places eg Ashton Park where some 50 to 60 pairs. Little
evidence of any general decrease in last 15 years but some observers of long experience report that it is

decidedly less common than it once was 6 Davis (1947) s a y mesidént, common and widely distributed b ut
as a breeding bird has decreased in the last few years. Abundant in winter often occurring in very large

flocks 6
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Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

A fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant with most now being  seen on the Cotswolds, although
the local highest count, of 2,000, comes from ClI -Y on 24th January, 2011

The average arrival date is 19th August although the earliest is from Severnside on 28th June, 2014.

Departure is on average by 1 9th April although the latest is 14th May, 1992

Although Wheeler (  1874) s aocaasio@ally, banks ofriver 6, Char b ©88%)i esraafrequént visitor in
spring and autumn 6 . D 41947)s s ay s i twinterwisitar, regular inland and fairly frequent in coastal
areas often appearing in considerable numbers at Marksbury and Lansdown and in other favoured localities.

Occasional in small parties at the reservoirs. Sometimes met with well into spring 0.

In the past two races were recognised,; the southern race P.a. apricaria , which Davis (1947) attributed local
birds to, and the n  orthern , P. a. altifrons , of which there are a few published records:

1951 7 &ome 6at Lansdown on April 9th

1961 1 d&everal 6at Marksbury on March 26th

1963 T 20 or more in the Burnett T Marksbury area on 16th and 17th April

1964 i one at Marksbury mid - April

2006 i one on Severnside on July 5th and 7th

2014 1 one on Severnside from July 13th until 22nd mentioned in  Hayes (2018)

However, these races are no longer recognised.



American Golden Plover
A national rarity until 2006 and a |

2003 i ajuvenile at BL on November 1st and 2nd

AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER

Very rare nearclic vagrant,
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Pluvialis dominica

ocal rarity since then with two records this century

[BBRC]

Pluvialls dominica

A juvenile at BL on Nov. 1st and 2nd (SI,NRM et al); see photograph after page 64. Note that the
Spotted Sandpiper was present at the same time at BG. This individual was noted subsequently at
Yoxter. Somerset, on Nov. 5th. Compared with European Golden Plover features noted included
smaller slimmer size, longer leg, no golden tones in the plumage, grey underwing coverts and
axillaries, breast ‘peachy’ and finely marked (compared with the heavier markings on the European

also present), and relatively long primaries. (BBRC)

This is the second record for the Avon area, the first was an adult at CVL in late October 1994,

2013 i in flight at BL on October 23rd
underwings and the repeated flight call, transcribed as
0 e &vel toned .

Although Hayes (2019)

There is one earlier record, from

6 kd e liaving the accent on the clipped

lists two records from Severnside neither have ever been submitted.

27th [BBRC] see Preddy and Andrews (1994) for more details.
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Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

An uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant with a largest count of 190 at Cl -Y on 3rd October, 1993
with c200 there in February 1994

Itis s carce inland.

Wheeler (1874) s a y sccasionally, Avonmouth &  w hGhérleonnier (1899) lists three records;  Avonmouth
in October 1889, Weston  -super -Mare in September 1892 and New Passage in November 1892 . However,
Davis (1947) s ay s i winter gisitaa oc€urring regularly in small numbers on the coast. Occasionally met

with well into spring but the only recent record of birds in full breeding plumage is of three among a party

of six or seven at Severn Beach May 1946 0.
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Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
An uncommon winter visitor, and fairly common passage migrant which is most numerous in autumn with
alargest count of 1,200 on Severnside in August 1973 . Small numbers occur inland on passage.

Itisas carce breeder. Roberts (2004) details breeding at Royal Portbury and Avonmouth Docks in 2004
bred there regularly until 2014 and then again in 2022.

Wheeler (1874) gi v es i tomraan residen, banks of Avon and Severn 6 as @hareannier (1899)
Gesident, common on the Severn coast 0 Davis (1947) s ay s chieflyia passage migrant but may be met
with on the coast in all months. Most abundant in late summer and autumn when numbers up to 500

sometimes reported from the Severn Beach area. Small parties not infrequent at the reservoirs on both

passages. Used to breed at Severn Beach where nest and eggs found and young seen May 1912 and three

nests an d eggs located May 1913

Most local birds belongtotherace hiaticula breeding in Canada and N. W. Europe. A few of the race tundra e
breeding from N. Scandinavia to Siberia may also occur , although there is only one definite record

1922 T male obtained at Portishead on August 29th and now in the Bristol museum 1937 SBR

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

An uncommon passage migrant/summer visitor with a largest count of 20 at Pilning on 6th July , 201 6.

The current average arrival date is March 2 5th, 21 days earlier than given in Bland (1992) and the average
departure date is September 17th, a week later than given in Bland (1992) . This means that locally birds

are now present for an average of 28 days longer.

The earliest arrival date  is 25th February, 2021 at Pilning Wetland with the latest local departure on 18th
October, 1976, when two were at Sea Mills.

Itis rare nationally as a breeding species and a scarce breeder locally since 1977 .

The earliest published records are as follows:

1954 7 CVL on May 9th [notes in SBR]

1956 i BL on April 16th and 22nd latter date SBR
1958 1 CVL on August 7th and 8th

Killdeer Charadrius vociferous

A National rarity ~ with one local record  from 1976 ,at CVL onJanuary 17th [BBRC] see Vinicombe (1979) for
fuller details
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Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrines

This has been a National rarity since 2019, having previously been one prior to 1963. It was a local rarity
in the intervening years.

There are four local records this century:

2004 i1 afemale at Severn Beach on May 12th

2006 i ajuvenile at Severn Beach on September 22nd
2011 i a male at Sand Bay on May 2nd

2018 1 a male at Channel View Farm on May 28th and 29th

There are 14 twentieth century records:
1947 i a male at Severn Beach on May 4th and 5th , see British Birds vol 40 p254 -255
1949 1 afemale at Severn Beach on May 10th , see British Birds vol 43 p23
1966 i a male at CVL on April 13th
KentisH PLover Charadrius alexandrinus
S. Male, Chew Valley res., Apr. 13. Details reported include
blackish legs and bill; crown and nape brighter than pale brown
wings, and with blackish frontal patch; small black patch either
side of breast instead of complete band; narrow white wing-stripe
visible in flight (P.C., D.].P.). Second Somerset record.
1967 1 anadult at CVL on August 29th SBR??
1972 ¥ 1 adult male at CVL on September 3rd SBR
1973 T SGW on August 19th  (17th per SBR)
1974 1 a probable female at CVL on August 19th 14 [see addendum at end of Systematic List]
1976 1 Axe Estuary on October 9th
1978 1 Chittening on August 11th
1980 i a male at Sand Bay on May 5th
1984 i afemale at SGW on April 28th, a male at Blackstone Rocks Clevedon on May 3rd
1993 1 OPS on August 16th

1998 1 a male near the mouth of the Kenn on May 1st and 2nd

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultia

A National rarity  with one local record, in 1979, a first -winter at CVL from November 17th until 10th
February , 1980 [BBRC]

12 A previously published record of an adult male at CVL on JulySEfwvas recently withdrawn by the observer, see 2018 ABR
BeKS MopyH !'.w YSydAaAzya I NAY3ISR 0ANR akKz2d WIHG . Nhadaz2bg 2y
ABR

“Althoughw2 4 S oHnmMoU &adzZ33aSada GKAaAXZ GKS Mm@t H |y Rtheldédcdnematantanmbls O 2
be found so the records cannot be reviewed.
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Dotterel Charadrius morinellus
A local rarity  with just one local record this century, in 2014 over Pilning on September 14th

At least 30 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

€c1929 - a party of 6 or 8 at Burrington in April 1939 SBR

1958 1 two at Sand Point on September 5th

1974 i Severn Beach from September 14th until 17th, viewable down to four feet

1978 i SGW on May 21st

1979 T near Woodspring Priory on August 24th, presumed same at Middle Hope on 26th
1981 i ajuvenile at Kenn Estuary on August 19th

1982 1 afemale ringed at Pucklechurch on May 11th

1992 i twelve near Tormarton on May 8th with 14 next day, one on 10th and two on 11th
1995 i three at Marshfield on May 16th

Wheeler (1874) |1ists it asChabormierd ,189)lsayditustdtb breedsod thenMendipe
Davis (1947) says it a 6Very scarce visitor on migration,

The only definite records for the nineteenth century that | can find are all for 1869 ;
A small trip on the cricket field at Weston -super -Mare in May Mathew (1893)
One on the sands near Sand Point a few days later than the above record Mathew (1893)

One shot on Steep Holm in early May Blathwayt (1906)

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda

A National rarity  with one local record, in 2005, ajuvenile at CI -Y from November 12th until 26th [BBRC]
see Hunt (2005) for more details
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Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
A passage migrant which is fairly common in spring and uncommon in autumn with s ome decline in the last
decade . The largest count is of 250 seen moving upriver very high at Severn Beach on 4th May, 1977 . The

highest inland count is of 36 flying south at CVL on 5th August, 1975.

The current average arrival date of April 9th is only 4 days earlier than given by Bland (1992) but t he
average departure date has gone back to  October 1 5th, 22 days later than Bland (1992)

The e arliest arrival is on 26th March , 1986 at CVL . while the | atest departure dateis 12th December , 2015,
six at New Passage , although o ne wintered at Aust  in January/February 1986 and there are winter records
in other years, for example 28th February , 2015 at Sand Bay

All Avon records belong to the nominate subspecies phaeopus breeding in Iceland and N. Europe.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i Ipocalnwoacasiodally seen, Portishead, Avonmouth 6 whGhéarkonnier (1899) said
@n autumn visitor to the Severn coast 0 Davis (1947) s ai d i thiefly knewna@s a spring passage migrant
though not infrequently reported in autumn. Regular on the coast in small or moderate numbers and

sometimes noted at the reservoirs and elsewhere inland 0

Curlew Numenius arquata

A fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant with a | argest count of 1,800 at OPS in March 1987. It
is un common in summer and inland . The highest inland count is of 16 at CVL on 6th September, 1982.

It has bred in the past , in 1958 when a nest with two eggs was found at Walton Moor on May 3rd, and in
1992 and 1993 at West Littleton on the Wilts border 1993 ABR .

Wheeler (1874) gi v e s d¢ommoa,Avodmouth, Portishead 6 whGhéarleonnier (1899) says @ommon on

the Severn coast throughout the year 0 Davis (1947) s ay s i twinterwisitar chiefly but present in all
seasons and has sometimes been found breeding. Common on the coast and not infrequent inland. Nesting
reported from the Mendip Hills on several occasions 1912 -1925. May have bred in recent years on the low -

lying mo ors near Clevedon but evidence not entirely conclusive 6
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Bar -tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica

A passage migrant in varying numbers; usually uncommon but can occur in large numbers on spring
passage with a largest count of 1,760 on Severnside on 30th April, 2011 . Scarce inland and in winter.

Wheeler (1874) c al | e d occasiormlnwvintér visitor, Portishead 6 which t i €Barbanmer (&899) h

@ccasionally occurs in winter on the Severn coast 0 However, Davis (1947) s a y passage migrant, visits the
coast regularly in spring and autumn and sometimes occurs in winter. Most records are from the Severn
Beach area but has also been reported from Weston -super -Mare, Woodspring, Clevedon and Littleton -on-

Severn. Very occasional at  the reservoirs 6
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Black -tailed Godwit Limosa limosa islandica

A fairly common passage migrant and common winter visitor, generally more numerous in autumn. Ith as
increased recently , mainly on Severnside , and the | argest count comes from there, 900 at Northwick on
11th Nove mber, 2022.

L. I. limosa

Up until the 1948 ABR al/l |l ocal records were ascribed to
UK, mainly in eastern England but also as close as Somerset. The 1949, and subsequent ABRs dropped the

use of trinomials for all species so there is no way of knowing which race records related to until the 1988

ABRwhich says 6émost birds seen in Avon sdraen datft é&@hckear wiee | thesed i ¢
started to predominate.

It appears to have been rare early in the twentieth century , the species is not included in Charbonnier
(1899) and the earliest published records | can find are:

1922 i one at Portishead mud  -flats Davis (1936)
1933 1 one ortwo at BG  from 17th until 30th September Tetley (1939)

1934 i one at Avonmouth/Severn Beach mud -flats in September, 23 at BL from 30th September with some
remaining until early November Davis (1936)

1938 i two at BL on 5th September and six on 10th
1939 i1 four at BL on 29th April and 11 there on 8th October

1944 1 one at BL on 30th July, one at Littleton -on-Severn on 6th August, described as a rare record from
the Severn estuary

1947 1 upto 18 at BG from 1st September until 13th

These published records seem to conflict with Davis (1947) who says O6formerly a scarce
last 20 years has been frequently reported from both the coast and reservoirs and now appears to be a

regular passage migrant chiefly in autumn. Coastal records include those of single birds or small parties at

Weston -super -Mare, Portishead, Aust and Littleton -on-Severn.

Itisnowa local rarity and previously published records from CVL , of four on 14th July, 1990, four on 22nd
June, 2006 and one on 21st June, 2007 have recently been withdrawn by the observers. There are also
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published records from 1988 1 upto 11 at CVL from June 18th until 30th and three at BG from June 21st
until 25th . However ¢ urrent thinking is that this subspecies can only be reliably identified in juvenile
plumage, or as a ringing recovery, and these records do not satisfy either criteri on.

Two at CVL on June 21st 1989, although not published, were considered possible candidates; one was ringed above the
knee, indicative of a continental origin per Vinicombe (2020).

There are two fully accepted records;

2017 1 ajuvenile at Pilning Wetlands on August 5th

2023 i acolour-ri nged i ndividual at Pilning Wetland on April

programme at Welney WWT

2
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Turnstone Arenaria interpres

A fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant with | argest count s of 500 at Chittening on 9th May ,
1968 , August 1969 and early Sept  ember 1972 .Itis scarce in summer and inland (where the highest count

is of 31 that flew through CVL in three groups on 12th September, 2016) . There has been s ome recent

decline .

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i trarewAvenmabth, Portishead 6 wh e rChab®nnier (1899) s ai d octuts
frequently on the Severn coast in winter 0 Davis (1947) c al | e dwintervisitar todhe coast, chiefly August

to May but has been reported in all months. Best known from Severn Beach where as many as 150 to 200
have sometimes been counted. The only inland records are of one at BG August 1937 and two there June
19396 .

Knot Calidris canutus

An uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant but can occur in larger numbers at times with a | argest
count of ¢5,000 at Weston Bay on 6th January , 1963 with similar or more on 28th December .Itis s carce
inland.

Charbonnier (1899) s a i docdurs frequently in small numbers at Weston -super -Mared w hDavise(1947)

s a i dhieflg a passage migrant occurring most frequently in autumn but has been noted on the coast in all
seasons. Birds in full breeding dress sometimes met with in spring. Numbers usually small but over 100
twice recorded from Severn Beach. One inland record, one at BG September 1935 6 .

Ruff  Philomachus pugnax

An uncommon autumn passage migrant, scarce in winter and on spring passage. The largest count is of
101 at CVL on 13th March , 1976

Charbonnier (1899) s a i d occutred at Weston -super -Mare in 1864, also at Wrington September 1889 o}
while Davis (1947) called ita d@assage migrant chiefly in autumn. Occurs fairly regularly at the reservoirs

and not infrequently on the coast. Has also been recorded from Wrington 1888 and Stoke Gifford 1942.

Rarely more than two or three together. Once noted on spring passage, one at BL 1938. Three winter
records, single birds at Weston -super -Mare January 1864, BL December 1937 and on the R Avon near Sea

Mills February 1942 6 .
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Broad - billed Sandpiper Calidris falcinellus

A National rarity  with two twentieth century records;

1983 i an adult at OPS from August 20th until 22nd [BBRC] see Vinicombe (1983) for more details
1988 1 an adult seen on both the morning and evening tides at Severn Beach on May 16th [BBRC]
Sharp -tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminate

A Nationalrarity ~ with one local record, in 2011, ajuvenile at BL and CVL from November 18th until December
16th [BBRC] see Milbourne (2011) for more details

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea

A passage migrant, scarce in spring and uncommon in autumn with a largest count of 56 at RPD in the
second half of September 1988 . ltisv eryrare in winter.

Charbonnier (1899) said that two were obtained at Weston -super -Mare in the autumn of 1893 while Davis
(1947) c al | spassage rigrant in small numbers occurring regularly on the coast in autumn. Very scarce

in spring. In recent years has been chiefly reported from Severn Beach but also from Weston -super -Mare
and Portishead. The only reservoir records are of one at BL Sept ember 1913 and a party of eight or ten at

BG September 1923 6 .
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Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii

Alocal rarity with 12 individuals recorded this century:
2001 71 a juvenile at BL from October 5th until 9th

2002 i a juvenile at CVL from September 22nd until 24th, and again from October 4th until 9th and at BL
on October 17th and 21st and November 2nd and 5th until 10th

2004 i an adult at Severn Beach on May 13th
2009 , two individuals T one in winter plumage at Sea Mills on March 15th, CVL on May 20th [2011 ABR]
2011 i a juvenile at CVL on August 26th and 27th

2015 7

2016
2017
2019
2023
2024

a juvenile at BL from October 18th until 25th

at Pilning Wetlands from May 8th until 10th

an adult at Pilning Wetlands from July 19th until 22nd
at Pilning Wetlands on May 18th

at Pilning Wetlands from May 3rd until 6th

an adult at Pilning Wetlands from June 12th until 14th

15 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:
1943 T BG from September 12th until 19th British Birds vol 37 page 137
1954 i CVL on August 29th

1959 1 CVL on September 15th and 19th

1960 7 CVL on September 24th  SBR

1962 1 CVL on September 8th and 9th

1963 7 CVL on August 10th

1964 1 CVL on July 26th and 27th

1972 1 ajuvenile at CVL from September 12th until 22nd, one at CVL on October 22nd latter SBR

1973 i trapped and ringed at CVL on August 28th, one present between September 1st and 19th may have
been the same but  the ring was not seen 1°

1977 1
1980 1
1984 1
1987 i

CVL on September 19th and 23rd and 24th.

an adultat CVL on August 30th and 31st 1981 ABR erratum

an adult in summer plumage at OPS on April 29th, CVL from October 17th until 22nd
CVL on May 20th

% Rose (2013) suggests two were possibly present on September 9th
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Sanderling Calidris alba
An uncommon passage migrant, more common in spring than in autumn with a largest count of ¢120 on
20th March, 1967 at Sand Bay and Weston Bay . Itis v ery scarce in winter and inland.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tarewmeasClesedon 6 wh e rCleagbsnnier (1899) s a i docgurs frequently on
the Severn coast, three specimens were obtained at Oldbury -on-Severn October 1st 1900 & Davis (1947)
c al | s passage migrant usually in sm all numbers. Regular on the coast and has been reported from the

reservoirs in both spring and autumn. Occasional in winter 0.
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Dunlin Calidris alpina

A common winter visitor and passage migrant with a largest count of 16,500 at ClI -Y on 21st January, 1989.
It is uncommon in summer and small numbers occur inland on passage. It has declined markedly recently.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tommvansbanés of Avon and Severn 6 w hGhéarkonnier (1899) s a y somraon

on the Severn coast throughout the year, often seen on the banks of the Avon 0 Davis (1947) callsita
dvinter visitor and passage migrant. The most abundant coastal wader often occurring in very large flocks
and may be met with in all months. Odd birds or small parties visit the reservoirs on both passages o}

o - > o

v—

Three races occur:  C. a. alpina which breeds from N. Scandinavia eastwards and occur s mainly in winter
and C. a. schinzii which breeds in N. W. Europe and Iceland and occur s mainly on passage

The third race, C. a. arctica which breeds in N. E. Greenland , is a local rarity:

1993 i1 five at Cl -Y onJune 3rd Martin ( 2010)

1997 i six at Cl -Y on June 1st

2004 i two at Cl -Y on June 1st Martin ( 2010)

2008 1 Severn Beach on May 16th, 20th (two) and June 2nd Martin ( 2010)

2010 1 two at Severn Beach on May 23rd with four there on 26th Martin (2010)

2011 i Severn Beach on May 15th and 22nd, CVL on May 14th, CI -Y on June 2nd Martin ( 2010 )

2012 i Severnside on May 19th, CI  -Y on June 3rd

2013 1 New Passage on May 27th

2014 i CI-Y on May 18th, New Passage on 24th

2017 1 two at Northwick Warth on May 14th with three there on 15th, ClI -Y on 16th

2019 i three at Northwick Warth on May 8th, Cl -Y on June 2nd

2021 i two on Severnside on May 8th and 9th, two at OPS on May 11th, four at Littleton on May 23rd with

one next day
2022 i two at OPS on May 12th
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Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima

A scarce extended winter visitor , the | argest count is of 11 at Severn Beach on 7th April , 1978 and at
Birnbeck Pier, Weston -super -Mare on 25th January, 2003 . There were no records for the nearly three years
between January 2019 and October 2021.

The average arrival date is 11th November although the earliest is 28th August, 1991 at Severn Beach. The
average departure date is 26th April with a latest of 28th may, 2013 from Battery Point, Portishead.

It is very rare inland , with supporting notes required i there are records from 1969 (CVL on November
29th), 1979 (CVL on December 11th), 1987 (BG on November 9th and 10th), 1991 (CVL from September
29th until October 5th), 2005 (CVL on November 6th) and 2009 (CVL on April 18th)

The earliest published record s are;

1869 T one shot near Weston -super -Mare on January 21st Zoologist page 1645
1871 T shot near New Passage on October 30th 1872 Zoologist page  2945/6
1888 i1 at Lawrence Weston in November Charbonnier (1899)

1892 1 at New Passage in January and October Charbonnier (1899)

Davis (1947) wnttvlsiwrdoccurting moredr less regularly in small numbers. Has occasionally

been reported from the Weston -super -Mare area but records from the N Somerset coastline are very few.

At Severn Beach however, birds have been noted fairly frequently in rec ent years usually with Turnstone
and Dunlin and in all months November to May. Several records from New Passage 0.

Bai rdos Sa n @adripbairdii

A National rarity  with one local record in 2001, a juvenile at BL from September 12th until 23rd [BBRC] see
Voaden (2001) for more details

Little Stint Calidris minuta

A passage migrant, very scarce in spring and uncommon in autumn. Rare in winter. The la rgest count is 46
at CVL from 27th until 30th September , 1973 and at BL on 29th September , 1996 . It was treated as a local
rarity until at least 1963.

The earliest published record s are of one shot on the R. Avon mentioned in Terry (1864) and of one killed

at Weston -super -Mare prior to 1888 , 1888 Zoologistp 176 , but Charbonnier (1899) did not list the species.

Davis (1936) mentions inland records from BL in 1922 and 1933 while Davis( 1947) s ai d i gassaga s
migrant occurring more or less regularly in autumn and occasionally in spring. Chiefly reported from the

coast, usually in very small numbers but party of 15 at Severn Beach September 1943. Recor ded from the
reservoirs, either singly or in twos on half a dozen occasions 1936 T 1947 @

a
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White -rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis
A National rarity until 2006 with two loc al record s this century

2001 i an adult at Severn Beach on August 4th [BBRC]

2024 1 an immature at Pilning Wetlands on October 31st

A total of six individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1978 1 two immatures at CVL on October 27th and 28th with one until November 2nd [BBRC] see Davis
(1981) for fuller details
1985 T an adult at Severn Beach on September 12th and 13th [BBRC]
1991 i a juvenile at CVL from October 5th until 19th [BBRC]
1995 i an adult at Severn Beach from August 20th until 31st [BBRC]
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Buff -breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis

A National rarity until 1983 and a local rarity since then with just one record this century, in 2003, ajuvenile
at Northwick Warth from September 27th until 30th

There were 14 individuals recorded in the twentieth century:

1973 ,two i ndividuals 7 ajuvenile at BL from September 15th until 21st [BBRC] and one at CVL on October
3rd [BBRC] [1975 ABR]

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER Tryngites subruficollis

S. One was present at Blagdon reservoir, Sept.15-21 (WGB, PJC, RMC, AHD,

AM et al.). The record, third for Somerset and third for Bristol district,

has been accepted by British Birds Rarities Cammittee.

Described as a small wader, size of Common Sandpiper, with a small buff-
coloured head, lighter on cheeks; crown streaked brown; upper-parts buffish
grey, with 'scaly' appearance due to pale feather edgings. Breast buff
becoming paler on belly and under-tail coverts. Long wings, extending be-
yond tail, giving long, tapering appearance; no wingbar; dark central tail

feathers. Legs light in colour. Flight fast. Trilling call. 16
1975, four individuals 7 two at CVL on September 1st with one remaining until the 12th; another at CVL
from September 20th until 22nd and a nother from September 26th until October 1st [BBRC].
1976 T CVL on September 29th and again from October 3rd until 6th [BBRC]

1978 i CVL on October 14th and 15th when killed by a Crow [BBRC]

1980 1 CVL on September 16th  [BBRC]

1986 i1 ajuvenile at BL from October 5th until 14th

1989 i New Passage on September 30th

1990 i Severn Beach on May 22nd and 23rd and probably the same at the Yeo Estuary on June 7th

1993 1 two juveniles on the Avon side of the Axe Estuary on October 6th moved to the Somerset side on
7th and both remained until 9th with one until 13th
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Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotus

A local rarity with 2 9 individuals recorded this century:
2001 71 a juvenile at CVL from October 10th until 23rd
2002 1 a juvenile at Cl -Y from September 13th until 17th

2003, four individuals T a juvenile at BL from September 19th until 21st, a juvenile at CVL from 19th until
October 3rd with two from 23rd until 27th, a juvenile at Weston STW on 21st

2004 , two individuals 7 Axe Estuary on May 9th [2005 ABR] , a juvenile at BL from September 16th until
18th

2005 i a juvenile at CVL from September 4th until 9th

2006 , four individuals T a juvenile at Cl -Y on September 14th, a juvenile on Severnside from September
23rd until 26th with two on 25th, a juvenile at BL from October 1st until 11th

2008 , two individuals T a juvenile at Northwick Warth from September 18th until 23rd, a juvenile at BG
from 20th until 27th

2011 7 juveniles were noted at CVL on various dates between September 2nd and October 15th, it was
thought that six different individuals were involved

2014 71 a juvenile at New Passage from September 21st until 30th

2016 , two individuals T a juvenile at Northwick Warth on September 11th and 12th, a juvenile at BL from
October 6th until 16th

2018 i a juvenile at BL from September 19th until 21st
2019 i at Northwick Warth on September 20th
2020 7 at Pilning Wetland from September 13th until 25th

2022, two individuals T an adult at Pilning from April 29th until May 5th, CVL from September 11th until
20th

A total of 33 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1935 T BG from September 28th until October 3rd SBR, British Birds vol 29 p183 -185 [Naylor]
1964 T BL from August 30th until September 8th [notes in SBR]
1967 i BG from September 23rd until 28th [notes in SBR]

1969 T CVL on September 29th

1970 T CVL from September 7th until 13th with two on 11th and 12th, CVL on October 8th, CVL from
October 29th until November 8th SBR

1973 1 two at CVL from September 19th until 30th, CVL on October 13th and 14th

1975 T CVL from September 26th until October 21st with two on September 29th, and a visit to BL on
September 30th

1978 1 CVL from September 20th until 26th
1979 1 Axe Estuary on September 24th and 25th
1980 71 two at CVL from September 7th until 21st

1982 i ASW from September 11th until 19th, CVL from September 14th until 18th with two from 19th until
29th

1984 1 CVL on September 15th, BL from October 6th until 10th with a second on 9th and 10th

1987 1 an adult at CVL on August 21st and 22nd, ajuvenile at Yeo Estuary on October 16th
1988 i an adult at CVL from August 18th until 20th

1989 1 OPS on September 17th, CVL from September 17th until 24th



114

1990 7 ajuvenile at CVL on September 13th, 15th and 16th, a juvenile near the Kenn on 16th
1992 1 ajuvenile at BL on October 10th
1998 1 Yeo Estuary from September 20th until 27th, a juvenile at Northwick Warth from 21st until 26th
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Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla

A National rarity  with two records this century:
2009 i ajuvenile at Northwick Warth on September 26th [BBRC]
2011 71 ajuvenileffirst -winter at CVL from November 10th until 20th [BBRC]

There is a single twentieth century record, from 1990, an adult at OPS on August 12th and 14th
see Vinicombe (1990) for more details

Long - billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus

A National rarity  with two records this century involving three individuals:

2009 71 ajuvenile at CVL from September 23rd until October 2nd [BBRC]

2011 1 two juveniles from October 9th until December 13th commuted between BL and CVL [BBRC]

There is a single twentieth century record

1977 /78 - two at CVL on September 30th and October 1st then moved to BL where they remained, apart

from occasional visits to CVL, until 11th January , 1978 with one until 15th and one at CVL on January 21st

[BBRC] see Vinicombe (1980) for fuller details

Dowitcher sp Limnodromus sp

1977 1 Aust Warth on October 16th  [BBRC]
1978 T CVL on October 28th  [1979 BBRC report]

[BBRC]
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Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

An uncommon winter visitor, almost certainly overlooked with a largest count of 17 at Clapton -in-Gordano
on 27th November, 1965 SBR.

The average arrival date is 30th October with average departure on 20th March. The earliest recent arrival
is on 29th September, 2022 at Bristol Airport while the latest departure is 30th April, 1994 at Weston Moor.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i hotuwaramoq, Leigh, Henbury, Durdham Down occasionally 6 a nhdrbo@nier
(1899) s ai d i t witerwisitar, fairly common 0. TL®3& SBR s a i abk a Winter visitor occurs fairly
regularly in wooded areas. Reported in Ashton Park and Failand in winter and may be fairly plentiful. Pair

watched during March 1922 in likely breeding place near Bristol. Occasional records from Woodspring,

Kewstoke etc 6 w hDavise(1947) s a i ab winter visitor occurs regularly in suitable areas but numbers are
perhaps fewer than formerly. Scarce in summer and evidently very uncommon as breeding species. Has

nested in present century on Mendip, also near Clevedon and probably elsewhere 0.
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Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

An uncommon or scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, almost certainly overlooked. The | argest count
is of 17 at ASW on 23rd February , 2005 7.

The average arrival date is 6th October with the earliest on 13th September, 1998 at ClI -Y. The average
departure is by 10th April with the latest on 25th April, 2011 at Leap Valley, Downend

Wheeler (1874) cal I s iodcasicaal wirder visitor, in marshy places, Ashton, Clevedon 60 wherea
Charbonnier (1899) s ay s i wintér sisita, faisly abundant in some years 0 Davis (1947) describes it as

a widter visitor to suitable ground but much less abundant than Snipe. Recent notices are mostly from the

reservoirs but has also been reported from Tickenham, Stoke Gifford, Dyrham and other localities 0.

"¢KS mptn {.w YSYyGA2ya Wbl At &S lwittana @atéBiveh Thisis kel i@ & @istgket®e Ay T
same observer is a contributor to the ABR wigoles no Jack Snipe records for Nailsea Manrdoes have a count of 52 Snipe
from the site in March
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Snipe  Gallinago gallinago

A fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant with a largestcount of 350 inthe Gordano Valley during
a Pheasant shoot on 31st January , 2013 .

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tnot wnaosnmah, in marshy places, Portishead, Durdham Down, Stapleton
Charbonnier (1899) s ai d i tfairlywcramordin winter 6 and Munro -Smith (1912) mentions nesting at
Walton -in-Gordano.

The 1931 SBR s a y undodbtedly breeds regularly in the lowlands though definite records of nests are rather

few, breeds Nailsea Moor and breeding at Yatton in 1920 and in the marshes at Weston -in-Gordano in 1921
and nest with eggs at Clapton -in-Gordano in 1931. Occurs in var ying numbers at BL in autumn and winter,

and to a greater or lesser extent in all marshy areas. Infr equent at BG but noted occasionally 0 Davis (1947)
says iresidentsbut éhiefly a common winter visitor to suitable ground. Occurs fr equently at the
reservoirs. Breeds regularly on low lying moors in the Clevedon, Nailsea and Yatton areas and perhaps
occasionally elsewhere. 6

Bland and Dadds (2012) mention drumming males in the Gordano Valley, 17 in a 1982 survey but only two
in 1992 and none in the 2007 Atlas. The last successful breeding locally was in 2005.

Most occurring in Avon belong to G. g. gallinago which breed s in the palearctic . G. g. faeroeensis breeding
in the N. Isles and Iceland probably also occur s i a bird at CVL on 9th February, 2012 was published as
possibly belonging to this race
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Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus

A National rarity  with one local record, in 1986 at RPD on September 19th and presumed same at Severn
Beach on 20th [BBRC] , see Vinicombe (1986) for more details

Wilsons Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor

A National rarity , not recorded yet this century but with seven twentieth century records:
1967 i CVL from September 8th until 25th. [BBRC]

WiLson’s PHALAROPE  Phalaropus tricolor

S. One, Chew Valley res., Sept. 8-25 (many observers), was one
of nine or so of this Nearctic species recorded in British Isles after
early September Atlantic gales—cf. Bnit. Burds, 6o, p. 516, 1967.
(Another was present at Durleigh res., nr. Bridgwater, same time).
Record, first for area, accepted by Brit. Birds Rarities Committee.

Digest of descriptions: a small, long-legged, longish-necked wader,
with relatively small round head and long straight bill. Size: ‘c.
size of Wood Sandpiper,” ‘perhaps 509, bigger than Dunlin,’
‘dwarfed by Spotted Redshank but nearly twice size of Little Stint.’
Upper-parts dark grey, with brownish tinge in some lights. Tail pale
grey, not contrasting with white, squared-off rump. Wings long—
almost to tip of tail—and narrow, looking darker in flight than at
rest. Bill dark, needle-like, perhaps twice length of head; crown
dark grey; face white with dark mark through black eye. Neck
white in front, greyish at sides, dark grey at back and nape. Under-
parts clear white; legs dull yellow, long, extending in flight beyond
tail.

Associated much with Little Stints and Ringed Plovers. Flight rapid with
powerful wingbeats, Fed on mud or in shallows, not swimming but constantly in
motion, sometimes spinning round and round (as do other Phalaropes when
feeding while swimming); never probed, but picked food delicately from surface,

moving head from side 1o side, with legs flexed and body held horizontal or tail-up.
Once seen to jump in air with neck outstretched to take insect. 18

1975 i CVL on September 17th and 18th [BBRC]

1979 T CVL on September 20th and 21st and a first winter there from September 29th until October 4th
[BBRC]

1980 7 ajuvenile at CVL from September 13th until 23rd [BBRC]
1985 1 afirst -winter at CVL from October 16th until 18th [BBRC]
1988 i1 a first -winter at CVL on September 11th and 12th [BBRC]

8 See also Lesser Yellowlegs present at same time
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Red - necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus

A local rarity with seven records this century:
2002 i afirst -winter at Wick St Lawrence STW on October 29th

2008
2010
2014
2020
2022
2023

a moulting adult at Weston STW from August 23rd until 25th
a juvenile at BL on October 4th and 5th

a juvenile at Pilning Wetlands on August 18th

an adult female at CVL on June 7th

a juvenile at CVL from August 26th until 29th

an adult at CVL on August 24th

Nine individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1921 1 shotat BL on September 21st, British Birds vol 15 page 158
of which one was shot

1931 - a phalarope, said to be of this species, visited BL in the autumn

1965 i animmature at BL from September 18th until 27th

1969 1 an adult female at CVL on August 24th

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE Phalaropus lobatus
Ad. © in partial moult, Chew Valley res., Aug. 24 (RrJL).
Bird retained much red on neck. Dark vermiculated markings on
back. Underparts very white. Bill long, fine, dark. Legs dark.

S.

1978 1
1979 1
1996 1
1999 1

a male at CVL on May 28th
Bucklands Pool, Backwell on May 26th
a juvenile at BL from September 21st until 31st

two juveniles at BL on August 25th and 26th

Davis (193 6) says two were present

1932 SBR

[notes in SBR]
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Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius

A local rarity with 62 individuals recorded this century:

2000, three individuals T CVL on October 27th, Severn Beach on October 31st, Severn Beach on December
14th
2001, three individuals T afirst -winter at ASW from October 5th until 8th, a first -winter at CVL on October

6th, a first -winter at BL on October 12th
2004 i a first -winter at CVL on November 6th

2005, six individuals T CVL from October 19th until 23rd , CVL on November 4th and then at BL from 5th
until 8th, Ashton Court from November 9th until 13th, BL on November 12th and 13th [2007 ABR] , BL on
November 15th and 16th, a first -winter at CVL on November 26th

2006 1 a juvenilef/first -winter at Severn Beach on October 7th

2007 i partial remains found at Severn Beach on December 31st

2008, three individuals T CVL on September 4th, CVL from October 4th until 6th, Portishead on November
20th

2009, four individuals T Severnside on August 31st, Weston STW on September 4th, CVL on September
4th, CVL on November 20th

2010, three individuals T two first -winters at CVL from September 15th until 20th, an adult at the R Yeo on
November 10th

2011, twelve individuals T BL from September 7th until 9th, Weston STW on September 8th and 9th, PW

on September 12th, Sand Point on September 12th, Anchor Head and Uphill beach on September 13th and

at Weston STW on 14th and 15th, BL on September 13th and 14th, CVL on September 13th, three at CVL

on September 15th, Severn Beach on September 17th, CVL from November 1st until December 2nd
2012 i a juvenileffirst -winter at Cl -Y from November 23rd until 26th

2013, two individuals T ajuvenileffirst -winter at New Passage on September 18th, a first -winter at Littleton
Warth on September 21st

2015, four individuals T ajuvenileffirst -winter at CVL on September 15th, a juvenile at New Passage on
September 25th, a juvenile/first -winter at Portishead on September 30th, New Passage on November 21st

2017, four individuals i Severn Beach on September 11th, Anchor Head on September 11th, Severn
Beach/Northwick Warth from October 8th until 10th, CVL on November 12th

2018, a series of records in September involving probably seven individuals - at Northwick Warth an adult
on 20th, an adult and a juvenile on 21st, and adult and two juveniles on 22nd and 23rd with the adult and

one of the juveniles on 24th, a juvenile at Severn Beach on 21st and 22nd, an adult and juvenile at CVL on
21st and 22nd, an adult at BL on 22nd , an adult at OPS on 25th, PWD on 29th

2020, two individuals T two, 20 minutes apart, flew past Ladye Bay on August 22nd, Severn Beach on
August 25th

2021 - CI-Y on January 25th

2022, two individuals 7 New Passage on October 3rd, CVL on November 1st

2023, two individuals 7 New Passage on September 24th and 25th, CVL from September 25th until 29th
2024 i OPS on January 4th
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About 85 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century, all the published records are listed in
1 and are summarised in the graph below:

1923 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980

The only nineteenth century records | can find are as follows

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t raw wister @sitad, Clevedon 0.

1840 1 five (?) shot at the back of Northgate Brewery, Bath mentioned in Terry (1864)
1850s i shot at Weston -super -Mare 1861 Zoologist page 7312

1866 1 shot at Weston -super -Mare in September  Zoologist p499 - 500

1886 1 at BG Charbonnier (1899)

1896 i three obtained at Avonmouth in September Charbonnier (1899) although Davis (193 6)
obtained and two others seenbd

Appendix

says

ot
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Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
An uncommon passage migrant and scarce winter visitor

The largest recent count is of 51 atCVLin August1978 al t hough Davis (1936) mention
flock of about 100 off Portbury Wharf in May 19226.

Although Bland (1992) quoted extreme migration dates of April 1st and November 23rd there have been
re gular wintering records since at least 1950

Pal mer and Ballance (1968) mention a br e@&lkild7Q SBRemeotiond f or
breeding at PWD , andthe 1981 an d 1982 ABR s says a pair bred there  in both years with young being seen ;
however, Rose (2013) casts doubt on the se records.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t oacasbonabsommnir visitor, Portishead, banks of Avon 6 wh e Cleagbsnnier
(1899) s a i appedrs in fair numbers every spring on migration and is occasionally seen during the summer
but there seems to be no certain evidence of its nesting . 1939 SBR s a i aregalar spring and autumn

migrant at BG, BL and along the R Avon between Bath and Bristol o}

Davis (1947) calledita 6 p a s smigrant occurring in all months, April to October and sometimes as late
as November. Common on the coast, along rivers, at the reservoirs and a not infrequent visitor to small
streams and ponds. Some probably remain through summer but no definite evidence yet of breeding 6 .
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Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius
A National rarity  with four records this century;
2003 i at BG on November 2nd [BBRC]

SPOTTED SANDPIPER Actitis maculany

Very rare nearctic vagrant

One was discovered by CJS at BG during the afternoon of Nov. 2nd. Following a telephone call,
KEV was then able to confirm CJS's suspicions as to its identity. It was seen subsequently by 4
number of observers but, surprisingly, it had gone by the following moming. The main differencen
between Common Sandpiper A. hypoleucos were its bright yeliow legs, flesh coloured base 1o the
bill, short tail, plain tertials, prominent white eye-ring and fore-supercilium, and restricted breast
patches. It was clearly not & juvenile and, although probably in first winter plumage, the possibilly
of it being a winter adult was not eliminated. (BBRC)

This is the second record for the Avon area although there have been a number of records I
Somerset. The first Avon area record was for CVL in October 1982,

4

R =—— e B A
2007 7 asummer -plumaged adult at CVL from August 7th until 9th [BBRC]
2011 7 an adult at CVL from September 24th until April 21st 2012 [BBRC]

2018 i asummer -plumaged adult at PWD from May 11th until 13th

In addition, there is one twentieth century record,;
1982 1 an adult at CVL on at least October 10th [BBRC]

Davis (1947) dismissed a reference in Terry (1864) to it being
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Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

An uncommon autumn passage migrant, scarce in winter and spring with a | argest count of 39 at CVL on

3rd August , 1962 .

The average autumn arrival date is 16th June, with an earliest of 30th May, 2003, two at Weston STW. The
average departure is 20th April with a latest of 8th May, 2019 on Severnside.

Wheeler (1874) s ay s i tare summe visitor, near Yatton 6 Mathew (1893) mentions seeing them
summer near Weston  -super - Mare in so immature a state that he thought they had come from a nest in the
neighbourhood. Charbonnier (1899) mentionsit occurred at Clevedon in September 1887

Davis (1947) de s cr i b e spassage raigrantoccorring regularly in autumn. Fairly frequent in spring and
has been reported in all months. A familiar species at the reservoirs and not uncommon in coastal areas
and at inland streams and ponds. Usually found singly but several together by no means exceptional

in the



Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
A National rarity until 2019 and now a | ocal rarity with four records this century:
2006 i ajuvenilef/first -winter on the Axe Estuary from October 7th until 11th [BBRC]
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2011 1 an adult at CVL on July 8th [BBRC]
2020 i CVL from October 1st until November 2nd

2024 i ajuvenile at Pilning Wetlands from September 30th until October 8th

There are two twentieth century records

1967 i CVL on September 9th

a

Wi | sPbatafoge at the site at the same time) there is no evidence to support this stance

report published both a summary of the description

aswellasa compari son with the Wi | sonbds Phal arope

[BBRC] . Although Rose (2013) cast doubt on this record (because there was

T the 1967

Summary of rJy’s description: bird seemed slightly smaller and
neater than Redshank; bill straight, rather slender, a little longer
than head; legs bright yellow, long and slender, projecting in flight
beyond tail. Entire upper-parts fairly dark grey-brown; back and
folded wings well-marked with pale spotting and flecking; head
similar grey-brown; prominent white supercilium from bill to
behind eye, and pale eye-ring. Folded primaries a little darker than
rest of upper-parts. In flight, wings dark and unmarked—no trace
of wing-bar. Rump white, squared-off, not extending to back; tail
dark, barred and contrasting with rump. Underparts generally dull
white, with neck and upper breast lightly streaked greyish. Flight
fast, direct. Call a rather thin cu-cu, softer and less strident than

Greenshank’s but audible at a distance.

rj) and ETw, who saw both birds within a short time, noted that, compared
with the Lesser Yellowlegs (q.v.), the Wilson’s Phalarope looked smaller; was
differently shaped, with small head and heavy body compared with neat shape of
former; was greyer and more uniform on upper-parts, lacking spotting, and paler
and whiter about head; had gleaming white underparts with no grey streaking;
had far less bright yellow legs, and an odd galloping gait; had an even thinner bill;

and its tail was much paler and unbarred when seen in flight.

1984 1 a juvenile at ASW from September 30th until October 5th [BBRC]

present

at
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Redshank Tringa tetanus

A fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor; the largest count is 'flocks of 700 i1,0006 in
August and early September 1973. It h as increased recently, especially at Cl -Y. Scarce inland where the
highest count is of 18 at BL in October 2001

It is uncommon in summer and now a very scarce breeder. A 1982 survey found 45 pairs while a 1992
survey estimated 20 pairs and the 2007 Atlas only found one confirmed pair per Bland and Dadds (2012)

Wheeler (1874) s a i d occ¢asionafly occurs in winter, Avonmouth 0 wh e rChaghsnnier (1899) saysitis
dairly common on the Severn coast except in the breeding season 0. Te3& SBR s ays tiwogahrs 6
nested at BLin 1911.  In succeeding decade bred with some regularity, usually two pairs, but in recent years

rather more erratic and in some years absent. On coast has bred regularly at Woodspring since at least

1925. Also occurs at BL on migration and occasional at BG. Common on the coast outside the breeding
season and often presentin winter in Avon Gorge as far up as the suspension bridge 0 Davis (1947) describes

i t @sdenbbut chiefly a winter visitor and passage migrant occurring commonly on the coast and not

infrequently inland. Breeds on suitable ground in the Portishead, Clevedon and Weston -super - Mare areas
and has bred at BL on various occasion but not apparent ly since 1939. Some evidence of nesting in recent

years at Oldbury -on-Severn.

Two races occur, totanus breeding in UK and W. Europe and robusta breeding in Iceland. Wintering birds
no doubt include many robusta - one trapped at Pill on 6th March, 1961 had wing measurements in the
range of robusta per Palmer and Ballance (1968)

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis

A National rarity  with two twentieth century records;
1982 i a probable adult at CVL on October 3rd and 4th moved to BL from 5th until 12th [BBRC]
1984 i a juvenile commuting between BL and CVL from August 20th until 27th [BBRC]
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Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
A passage migrant, scarce in autumn and rare in spring; most frequent at CVL with a | argest count from
there of o6up to eightoé from 28th . July until 30th Septembe

Up until 2005 it was treated as a local rarity, particularly away from the reservoirs, or in spring.

The earliest local records are as follows:

1943 i atasmall pool near Oakford Reservoir near St Catherine 6 ®n 13th August
1951 1 BL on September 9th

1952 T BL on August 31st
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Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

A scarce autumn passage migrant and winter visitor to the Estuary , very scarce in spring with a | argest
count of 36 at CVL on 21st September , 1980 .

The average arrival date is 3rd August with an earliest of 24th June, 1994 at CVL. Departure is on average
by 13th April although the latest is 15th May, 2016 at CVL.

Davis (1947) descr i bed irggulanwsitomom autumn passage. Formerly known only from Weston -
super - Mare where two were shot sometime prior to 1893 19 Reported at intervals in recent years, usually
singly and chiefly from the reservoirs, BG 1933, BL at least nine times 1923 T 1944. Single birds identified

on the R Avon at Hotwells 1945 and on the R Axe 1946. Twice met with in winter on the R Yeo at Woo dspring,

one January -February 1935 and two November 1935 0

9 fYSNI FYR L FEEFyOS ale& WhdzidzYy AY mMycnaQ
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Greenshank Tringa nebularia
An uncommon passage migrant, more numerous in autumn and scarce in winter. It is d eclining.
The largest countis 72 at Cl -Y on 27th August, 1997 in two flocks of 24 and 48.

Davis (1947) descr i bed passagearsgrardt, seldom reported in former years but now known as a
regular visitor in autumn usually to the reservoirs. Has also been noted at Severn Beach and New Passage.

Several spring records from the reservoirs and one from the R Axe. Most reports re fer to single birds though
two or three together by no means unusual. Two winter records lack corroborative details 0.

Terry (1864) mentions one shot at Batheaston in 1856.

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincole

A National rarity  with one record this century, from 2020 at Pilning Wetlands from May 21st until 25th
[BBRC]

There is an old nineteenth century record of one shot on dhe Mendip s near Weston -super - Mare § published

as this species in  the 1881 Zoologist p age 309 and the 1888 p age 220. Davis(1947) says it was
the northern sl op e PanferaWiBalldncg(®68\v h islaggy 6 N. Me ngive theddte as Imetbre
1858. A recent review of early UK pratincole records by Mclnerny, McGowan et al (2024) downgraded the
record to 6pratincole spod.

Black -winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni
A National rarity  with no records yet this century

There are however three twentieth century records ;

1964 1 CVL from September 6th until 9th [BBRC]

1988 i between Clevedon and Yeo Estuary from June 10th until at least 15th [BBRC] 2°
1993 i ajuvenile at BL on August 28th was seen briefly at CVL later in the day [BBRC]

20Rose (2013) gives the dates as June 9th until 17th
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Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

Usually a storm -driven visitor, it is uncommon, but flocks occur in the Estuary but with declining regularity
now . Also occurs in anticyclonic conditions in early spring as a presumed migrant. The largest count is of
1,029 from Sand Point on 26th March, 1972. It is scarce inland, usually only at CVL.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i occagi@nal, Adonand Severn & wh e ICleaebennier (1899) s a i fairly Gommon,
except in the breeding season 0 Davis (1947) s ai d i tappavemtyy nddmore than an uncommon and
irregular visitor to the Channel and Estuary. Storm driven birds sometimes occur at the reservoirs and

elsewhere inland. Recorded in past years as appearing in considerable numbers in winter on the coast at

Weston -super - Mare but now seems to be much scarcer. Has been referred to as breeding formerly on Steep

Holm but the statement lacks corroborative details 0
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Ivory Gull Pagophila ebumea

A national rarity  with just one old  record from priorto 186 0 of one taken alive at Weston  -super -Mare and
subsequently kept as a pet for some years [Naylor]

There is a lot of confusion as to the date of this record but it is initially mentioned in the Zoologist in the

1861 edition (page 7312)in a letter dated December 1860 which merely gives a |list of
the |l ast few yearso. T h e i tkec1865 dZodlogist t (rag e19440 ¢ in It ettev datediJanuary

1865 whichsay s the bird was caught ¢éa year or two agod andokerg
confuse matters  Blathwayt (1906) says it was taken in the winter of 1864 , while it is not mentioned in

Pal mer and Ballance (1968) who say O6early records seem to
To confuse the issue further there is record in the Zoologist of one shot at Birnbeck, Weston -super -Mare in

March 1865 which was withdrawn in July of that year as the bird was judged to be an albino.
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Sabi neds X&unalsdbini

A national rarity until 1963 and a local one since with at least 17 individuals this century:

2001, at least two individuals 7 either first -summer or adult winter at Severn Beach on August 12th,
juveniles at RPD on October 7th, Ladye Bay on 8th and Severn Beach on 9th

2004 , two individuals T an adult flew NE past Severn Beach on May 4th, adult at CVL on August 26th

2005 i a juvenile at CVL from September 16th until 18th

2007 , two individuals T an adult at CVL on August 22nd and a juvenile there on October 9th

2011 71 a juvenile at Severn Beach on September 6th, 12th and 13th and at Sand Bay from 8th until 10th
2012 i an adult at Severn Beach on June 9th

2016 1 an adult at Severn Beach on September 8th

2017 ,five juveniles T at Sand Bay on September 12th and Severn Beach on 13th, RPD on 17th , Avonmouth
Docks on 26th, Severn Beach on October 22nd , Sea Mills on November 22nd

2021 7 an adult at Severn Beach on May 21st

2023 1 a first -winter off New Passage and Severn Beach on January 14th

There are 36 twentieth century records:
1954 1 an adult at Weston -super -Mare on August 12 th British Birds vol 48 page 83

1957 1 ajuvenile at Weston -super -Mare on September 23rd

SABINE’S GuLL Xema sabini

S. Juvenile, feeding with Black-headed Gulls on mudflats
(also seen in flight), Weston-super-Mare, Sept. 23 (R.A.). Des-
criptive details supplied include : small size, white forehead,
black primaries and grey-brown leading edge of rest of wing,
white triangular patches on secondaries, and slightly forked tail.

1970 1 an adult at CVL on September 6th

SABINE’S GuLL Larus sabini

S. Adult, Chew Valley res., Sept. 6 (rH). First record for 13 years,
and eighth for Bristol area. Details supplied mention: white head
with dark mark behind eye; very conspicuous black, white and grey
triangular wing patterning; and forked tail.

1973 1 an adult at CVL on September 27th with an immature there on October 3rd

1980 71 juvenile flying south at New Passage on September 13th, juvenile at CVL on 13th and juvenile on
Axe Estuary on 14th

1981 i a juvenile at SGW on October 4th
1982 1 CVL from September 12th until 20th

1983 1 three at New Passage on September 3rd with five or six there on 4th and two on 5th, Oldbury -on-
Severn on 6th

1984 1 an adult at Littleton Warth on September 13th

1987 1 an adult heading NE off Sand Point on October 18th with it or another later at RPD, an adult at CVL
on 18th with a juvenile there on 19th, an adult at Severn Beach on October 25th, another at CVL from
November 1st until 3rd
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1988 i a first -summer on Severnside on May 30th with a juvenile there on September 23rd and 28th, a
juvenile at CVL from August 29th until September 11th (with two on September 1st, 6th, 8th and 9th), a
juvenile at BL on September 3rd and 4th

1990 1 an adult off Severnside on April 28th

1991 i two juveniles briefly at CVL on October 15th

1992 i an adult off New Passage on April 29th

1996 T an adult at BG on August 18th, a juvenile at OPS on November 3rd and 4th

1997 1 ajuvenile at Severn Beach on August 29th with an adult there on October 10th, juveniles at CVL on
August 29th and 30th, September 17th, October 11th

1999 i1 afirst -summer at the Yeo Estuary during the morning of July 31st was then at Weston STW on the
evening of August 1st

ensive gryisia meykings

Lﬂrqe. C(O(Ul,"ll'kewl\l-’e. on AIMI\PCI(,MPQ anol OlCJk \{e”&dlj\
hps o ARw primesres. eoy-coderbs e inolr shinct
Sutk ol Gr Is)s. o bp o5 1

) "‘,'",-.' .:v:,/ - "’K
. \_ feg8 aull, gfe..,ry,\.

Istsummer Sabmes Gull. 18 wsm.

ReSeansles Q- , but beve-perts colovr end ol ‘e intesr

Aeool inovicates [st-s. Aduits vsvally still have

Eull hoool nfolate avtupn .
There are several nineteenth century records;
Priorto 1863 1 an immature shot as Weston -super -Mare 1863 Zoologist page 8692
Priorto 1865 1 shot at Weston -super -Mare 1865 Zoologist page 9470
1867 - one shot at Weston -super -Mare about September 14th  Zoologist page 992
Mathew (1893) says he once saw a flock of five at Weston but gives no date; the above three reports in the Zoologist
are all from Mathew  but in each report he only mentions seeing a corpse, not a live bird. Davis (1947) says the 1867

exampl e wafom a padytof fidge at the mouth of the R Axe 0

1896 1 an immature caught alive at Tickenham on September 24th Charbonnier (1899)
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Bonapart e d Lhr@andephalus philadelphia

A National rarity  with two records this century:
2013 i asummer plumaged adult at CVL on April 27th [BBRC] see Vinicombe (2013) for more details
2017 1 afirst -winter at Portbury Wharf on May 6th [BBRC]

Black -headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

An abundant but steadily declining winter visitor and passage migrant; small numbers of non -breeders
remain throughout the summer. Thereisah uge winterroostat CVL  withal argestcount of 36,350 on 23rd
January , 1993.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i hotoemanson, 8evern, Rownham Ferry 6 wh e Clasbsnnier (1899) s aywryo
common about the coast especially in winter. At low tide considerable numbers come close to the city to

obtain food from the river 06 Davis (1947) s ay s cldarlyiarsabuindant winter visitor to the coast and inland

but some present in all months. Most plentiful July to March. A familiar bird along the R Avon and around

the city docks and often numerous at the reservoirs 0.
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Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus
An uncommon passage migrant usually with more in spring and a | argest count of 74 at CVL on 1st May
1984; scarce in winter. It was treated as a local rarity until at least 1963. The largest single day count is of

217 passing Severn beach on 20th April, 2023.
Early published records are as follows;

1850 i one shot at Portishead, =~ Wheeler (1874)

1851 1 one killed at Weston -super -Mare in January Davis (1947)

Before 1863 i1 animmature shotat  Weston -super-Mare 6 a year or 6t WaZd@ogist gage 8692
1869 1 an immature shot at Weston -super -Mare early inthe year Zoologist page 1644

1889 i Clevedon in October 1889 Charbonnier (1899) and presumably the immature mentioned by Marcus
SC Rickards in his letter to the Zoologist, page 32

Davis ( 1947) c¢ a |l | e dccasional migitor, dsually on spring or autumn passage. Reports in recent years

are of single birds at BL September 1940 and 1945 o]
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Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla

A national rarity  with three records this century:
2006 i an adult at CVL on April 17th [BBRC]

2012 1 asecond -summer/ adult past Severn Beach on May 1st [BBRC]
2020 1 afirst -winter at CVL from March 10th until 15th [BBRC] %
There is also one twentieth century record from 1999, a summer -plumaged adult on the R. Avon in

Bedminster on June 28th and July 7th [2001 BBRC]

Franklins Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan

A national rarity  with two records this century:
2000 i asecond -winter/second -summer at Somerdale, Keynsham on April 10th and 11th [BBRC]

2008 1 a mobile second -winter at CVL on January 19th and 20th, 29th until 31st, February 12th until 17th
and March 23rd, 24th, 27th and 28th; it was also at RPD on March 15th and 16th, Somerdale, Keynsham
from March 18th until 23rd and at BL on March 26th [BBRC]

There are also two twentieth century records

1984 i asecond -summer/adult at Severn Beach on May 19th [BBRC] see Lancastle (1984) for more details
1988 i an adult at Chittening Warth on June 12th [BBRC]

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus

An uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, stable after a period of increase with a| argest count of

14 at CVL on 13th February , 2015.

A national rarity until 1963 and a local rarity, at least away from the reservoirs, until 2000
The earliest local records are as follows:

1966 7 CVL on July 9th 22, an adult winter at Clevedon on August 7th was seen at Yeo Estuary on 14th both
August records SBR

1967 1 immature at CVL on 2nd July, immature at Yeo Estuary on October 15th both SBR and 1968 ABR

1968 1 first winter flew past Clevedon on November 17th

21 BBRC report gives first date as March 11th which is an erthiedsird was photographed on 10th before being identified in the
field
22 ABR and SBR differ on the ageing
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Common Gull Larus canus

A common winter visitor and passage migrant; scarce in summer. Largest flocks usually on upland or
flooded fields and are often thinly spread elsewhere. Huge winter roost at CVL , with a | argest count of
18,710 on 23rd January , 1993, and significant one on the Estuary that is even more difficult to count.

Wheeler ( 1874) s ai d dotnmow,&AwnandSevern 6 whi l e ChalB¥®d n hi et effbquéentlytoas 6
be seen about the Severn coast and up the river Avon 6. Dal®w473 ( awirger wisitor from late July or

August to the coast and inland and may be seen in all months. Occurs frequently, sometimes abundantly,

along the R Avon and at the docks and reservoirs. Great numbers visit the Cotswolds daily in autumn and

winter returning  to the Severn sandbanks to roost 6. Vernon and Walsh (1965) studie
Estuary.
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Ring -billed Gull Larus delawarensis

A national rarity until 1988 and a local rarity since with 4 9 individuals this century

2001, three individuals T an adult at CVL on January 3rd, an adult at CVL on January 7th, a first -year at
CVL on January 13th, February 24th and 25th

2002, two individuals T asecond -winter at Somerdale on February 6th, an adult at CVL on December 25th
2003, four individuals T an adult at CVL on February 22nd, adults in the CVL roost on March 1st and 21st,
an adult at BG on March 12th, a first -summer at CVL from April 15th until 22nd

2004, three individuals i an adult at CVL on February 8th and 15th, two adults at CVL on March 13th with
one on 16th

2006, three individuals T an adult in the roost at CVL on January 12th, adults in the roost at CVL on March
12th, 16th, 17th, 21st and 22nd, a second -winter at CVL on March 29th and 30th

2007, three individuals I an adult in the CVL roost on February 2nd, 3rd and 4th, an adult in the CVL roost

on March 24th, an adult in the CVL roost on December 31st

2008, five individuals i an adult in the CVL roost on January 6th, an adult in the CVL roost on February
17th, an adult at Shortwood landfill on February 27th and 28th, an adult in the CVL roost on November
23rd, CVL on December 20th

2009, four individuals T an adult at CVL on January 3rd, 4th and 5th, an adult at CVL on January 24th, an
adult at Sea Mills on March 14th, an adult at CVL on December 19th [2011 ABR]

2010, two individuals T an adult at CVL on January 16th and 19th, an adult at CVL on December 29th
2011, four individuals T an adult at Somerdale on January 17th, an adult at CVL on February 19th, an adult

at CVL on February 26th, 28th and March 5th, an adult in the CVL roost on December 12th

2012, two individuals i an adult at CVL from January 3rd until 21st and again from February 13th until
23rd, an adult at BL on January 18th
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2013 1 an adult at CVL on January 15th

2014, three individuals I an adult at CVL on January 24th, a summer -plumage adult at CVL on February
2nd and 4th, an adult at CVL on December 23rd

2016, two individuals T an adult at CVL on January 12th and 21st, a second -winter at CVL on January 21st
2017, four individuals 1 an adult at CVL on January 18th, an adult at CVL on January 20th, an adult at CVL

from February 6th until 12th, an adult at CVL on February 14th, 15th and 21st

2018 1 an adult at CVL on February 19th

2019, two individuals T an adult at CVL on February 25th, a second -winter at CVL on November 27th
2022 i afirst -winter at CVL intermittently between February 14th and March 21st

There were 42 individuals recorded in the twentieth century:
1980 i an adult at CVL on March 22nd [BBRC] , afirst -winter at CVL on March 30th [BBRC] 1981 ABR

RING-BILLED GULL

SA At CVL on 22 March, KEV found one of this N. American vagrant, with Black-
headed and Common Gulls, and observed it for 45 minutes with AJM, CJN and GP,.
KEV's drawing, made from his field sketches, is reproduced here. (BBRC).

e\

1982 1 an adult at CVL on January 2nd and 3rd and March 14th with probably a different bird on March
20th and 25th  [BBRC]

1983 1 an adult in the CVL roost regularly between January 22nd and March 30th, CVL on December 29th
[both BBRC]

1984 i an adult at CVL on April 8th [BBRC]

1985 i asecond -year bird at BG on February 16th, a first -year at CVL on March 10th, an adult at CVL from
March 16th until 20th, a second -year at CVL on March 27th [all BBRC]

1986 i an adult at CVL on January 26th, a second -year at CVL from March 8th with a second from April 1st
and a third from 9th, all three on 10th with two still on 11th, an adult at CVL on April 19th, 3,

1986 -92 i a first -winter at CVL from December 26th until 13th May, 1987 and again from November 13th
until 6th April, 1988 returned as an adult from November 12th until 25th March, 1989 and again from

November 18th until 25th March, 1990, reappearing again on November 18th until 6th April, 1991 and

again from November 16th un til 1st April, 1992  [BBRC]

23 Although published in the ABRg¢laim offirst-summer at Sand Point/Weston Bay on June 1st, 15th and 26tms unacceptable;
the records for 15th and 26th were rejected by BBRC and | cannot see the June 1st record was ever accepted
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1987 1 an adult at CVL on January 3rd, February 22nd and March 17th, a first -year at New Passage on
February 28th, a first  -summer at Chittening Warth on May 10th,

1987 -88 i an adult at CVL on December 26th was seen again on January 27th and 12th and 19th March,
1988

1988 i a different adult at CVL on March 19th

1989 i an additional adult at CVL on January 2nd

1990 71 afirst -winter at CVL on January 14th and February 4th and 5th, another at CVL on March 25th
1991 1 an adult at ASW on February 3rd

1992 7 an adult at BG on February 2nd, an adult at CVL on March 21st

1994 7 two adults roosting at CVL on February 12th and April 3rd with one on February 13th and 26th,
March 12th, 13th, 16th and 19th and April 4th, 5th and 10th, a second -winter at OPS on October 2nd, a
second -winter at CVL on December 3rd

1995 1 an adult at CVL on January 21st, a second -winter at CVL on February 12th, an adult at CVL on
February 18th, an adult at CVL on March 13th

1996 1 an adult at CVL on March 23rd, 24th and 26th, an adult at CVL on December 5th
1997 1 afirst -winter at Northwick Warth on October 12th 1999 ABR

1998 i afirst -winter at CVL on February 14th and 15th, a second -summer at BL on May 9th was at BG later
in the day, a first -winter at BG on September 26th 1999 ABR

1999 i an adult at CVL on February 14th
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Great Black -backed Gull Larus marinus
An uncommon breeding resident - nests in small numbers on Steep Holm and has bred at CVL. Generally
uncommon elsewhere but recorded in increasing numbers at the reservoirs throughout the year with a

largest count of 36 at CVL on 13th September, 2011.

Wheeler ( 1874) d e s cr i b ecdasional, Partssheadd, Avonmouth 6 while Chal8¥9d n rsiafairy (6

common about the Severn coast 0. D al®479 (s aresidentdn comparatively small numbers. Chiefly on

the coast but odd birds, sometimes several, often occur well up the R Avon and at the reservoirs. Breeds

regularly on Steep Holm were two pairs first proved in 1923 and where it has since increased to nin e or
more pairsbreeding 6. Poul ding (1955) mentions 33 pairs on Steep

largely sedentary.

H
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Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus

Alocal rarity with 12 records this century;
2000 1 ajuvenileffirst -winter at CVL on December 26th
2001 1 afirst -year at the Axe Est. on April 7th

2002 , two individuals 7 a juvenile in the roost at CVL on March 5th, 23rd and 24th. It was seen during the
day on 26th and then on eleven dates until April 28th; a juvenile at Northwick Warth on December 31st

2006 T animmature in the roost at CVL on December 23rd

2008 i ajuvenilef/first -winter in the roost at CVL on February 9th and 15th

2012, two individuals T a second -winter that flew past New Passage on January 5th was seen again there
on 8th and then later that day over PWD, and close by at SGW the next day; a first -winter at CVL on March
24th

2014 i afirst -winter in the CVL roost on February 22nd and 24th

2018, two individuals T afirst -winter at Severn Beach on January 3rd, a first -winter in Weston on February
23rd

2021 71 afirst winter at OPS on January 6th 24

There are 22 twentieth century records;
1938 T an immature between Avonmouth and Severn Beach on December 27th and 30th
1939 1 asecond -winter in the Cumberland Basin from December 27th until 11th January , 1940

1950 7 Severn Beach on January 8th, R Avon in Bedminster between February 15th and March 3rd 25 with
probably the same at City Docks on March 3rd

1955 1 a fourth year at CVL on March 13th

1957 i the remains of an immature found at Clevedon on December 12th
1969 i1 afirst -winter at CVL on February 16th

1974 1 an adult at Kingston Seymour on February 27th and March 20th
1976 1 Axe Estuary on May 1st, Sand Point on July 10th 26

1977 1 afirst year at CVL on December 11th

1978 1 a first winter in the CVL roost on January 30th

1981 1 afirst -winter at Portishead on February 25th

1982 1 afirst -winter off the Axe Estuary on December 10th

1983 1 CVL on December 26th

1984 i a second -winter on Severnside between January 11th and February 25th, an immature at Oldbury -
on-Severn on January 22nd, an adult at CVL between February 4th and 18th, a second -winter at CVL on
February 19th  last in 1985 ABR

1986 1 CVL on March 13th
1991 i an adult flew SW at Aust Warth on March 21st
1995 i a second winter at CVL on March 8th, 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th and seen near BL on 16th

During the nineteenth century four individuals were recorded:

1840 1 an adult shot in the winter on the Severn Yarrell (1843)

241t is unclear whether one seen from OPS on February 21st was actually in Avon

25 SBR gives dates as February 15th until 21st and again on March 3rd with an apparently different immature at Bedminster Bridc
on February 23rd

26 Completely offwhite gulls at CVL on April 25th and May 1st could not be specifically identified
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1 8 5 Oi6shot at Weston -super -Mare 1861 Zoologist page 7312

1870 i anearadultshotat Weston -super-Mare on January 1st, with another 6cau
and a third shot on Steep Holm Zoologist page 2066

However, Mat hew (1893) says O6not very raresupen-Mahedwi nter ti me
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Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides
A local rarity with 2 5 individuals recorded this century

2000, six individuals T a juvenileffirst -winter at CVL on several dates between January 8th and April 12th,
juvenileffirst -winter at Northwick Warth on January 23rd, a juvenile/first -winter at Filton from February 1st
until 13th, a juvenile/first -winter at OPS on five datesbe  tween February 17th and March 3rd with a second
on 17th and 18th, a juvenile/first -winter at Axe Estuary on March 11th

2002 , three individuals T ajuvenile at CVL on January 5th with another on 12th, 13th and 23rd and a third
on March 17th

2003 1 a juvenile in the roost at CVL on March 7th and 9th
2005 1 an adult in the roost at CVL on January 30th and March 8th, 12th, 13th, 17th and 18th
2007 i a juvenile in the CVL roost on February 11th

2008 , two individuals T a juvenile/first -winter at CVL on May 2nd, a second -winter at Severn Beach on
November 3rd

2012 1 an adult at CVL on January 25th was at BL the next day
2013 T a second -winter in the roost at CVL on March 13th

2014 7 a series of records of immatures from CVL between January 25th and April 18th involved at least
three different individuals, one of which was at BL on March 17th

2017 7 an immature at PWD on March 20th

2018, two individuals T a second -winter at PWD on March 17th, a first -winter at Dowlais Farm from April
6th until 8th

2019 i an adult at CVL on March 11th
2020 i a juvenile at CVL on November 29th
2022 1 afirst -winter seen twice at CVL, on March 23rd and April 14th

All published records for the twentieth century are given in Appendix 1 and are summarised in the graph
below:

1931 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980

There are only two nineteenth century records:
Prior to 1860 i killed at Weston -super -Mare 1861 Zoologist page 7312
1870 1 one in second year plumage shot at Weston -super -Mare on December 24th 1871 Zoologist p2488
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Kuml i end 4. gGunilidni

A national rarity until 1999 and a local rarity since with six individuals this century;

2000 i second -winter at CVL on March 8th and 15th , see Vinicombe (2002)

2002 /2006 1 an adult at CVL on January 12th , see Vinicombe (2002) returned to CVL on February 1st and

8th, 10th and 17th March , 2003, on February 28th and 29th, March 15th, 24th and 27th and 12th December ,
2004, February 6th and 11th and 24th December , 2005 and January 21st and 22nd and 18th February ,
2006

2006 1 an adult at CVL on March 19th

2011 7 an adult at CVL on February 21st and March 4th, 5th and 12th
2014 i an adult at CVL on March 19th

2017 7 an adult at CVL on January 29th

The only twentieth century record accepted by BBRC was in 1982 , an adult at CVL on April 16th [BBRC]

ICELAND GULL

One at CVL, April 16
(AJH, KEV et al.); typical
Iceland Gull features noted
- compared with Herring Gull,
more peaked forehead, finer
and straighter bill, longer
wings (crossed at rest),
possibly slightly paler
upperparts and similar size.
The following features
suggested that it might belong
to the North-east Canadian race L. glaucoides kumlieni (Kumlien's Gull): at
rest only the primary tips appeared white, although they totally lacked
black. The spread wing showed sub-terminal grey spots on the outer primar-
ies - darker than the ground colour of the wing, and a white trailing edge
right across the primaries, recalling an adult Little Gull.

Vinicombe (2002) mentions three other twentieth century records;

1990 1 ajuvenile at CVL on February 4th , which was submitted to BBRC as a Th
1996 i afirst -summer at OPS from June 30th until July 17th
1997 T asecond orthird -winter at CVL on December 13th and 31st . The 1999 ABR says that the BBRC had

accepted this record 6in principle, it is awaiting a fina
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Herring Gull Larus argentatus

Two races are now considered to  occur locally, the  commonest is the  Western subspecies L. a. argenteus

which is a common winter visitor, passage migrant and breeding resident . The largest numbers occur near
the coast, around Bristol and Bath and at the CVL roost where the | argest count is 3,400 in January 2004
As well as breedingon  Steep Holm there are large urban colonies in Bristol and Bath , 239 pairs in 2009 per

Rock (2009) , and smaller ones in other towns.

The Northern subspecies L. a. argentatus  has been a local rarity since 2019 and there have been three
subsequent records:

2019 i athird -calendar year at CVL on February 18th

2020 i anear adult on the R Avon near Sea Mills on November 11th

2022 1 an adult at Pilning Wetland on March 7th

Neither Wheeler (1874) not Charbonnier (1899) gave a subspecific identity; Wheeler described the species
a sfrequent, Avonand Severn & whi | e Ch ar bemmon,aasts ensieap Hdm a
Davis (1947) ,whotreated all local birds as being of  the Northern race, | i s t s resident,atsundént on the

coast at all seasons also along the R Avon and at the docks. Common at the reservoirs and a frequent visitor

elsewhere inland. Breeds only on Steep Holm where much increased during last 50 years and now perhaps

500 pairs nesting. A pair nested unsuccessfully at the foot of Aust Cliff 1942 0. Poul ding (1955)
of 1,250 pairs on Steep Holm in 1949.

The 1984 ABR s the first report to separate records of the two subspecies; b y that time individuals of the

northern race were  apparently regular with Vinicombe (1984) st ating 6éas many as a doze
at the CVL gull roost, mainly in mid -winteré. Records are then al most annual
years . I n the 2012 ABR it wseasce hlitedeubtiess owedookadswintar visitor. Not all
individual s are safely i dent . Thera twdrecthen mogguads bea | | weeni20iZnant u r e ¢
2019 when it was made a local rarity
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Caspian Gull Larus cac hinnans

A national rarity until 2000 and a local rarity since with 1 7 individuals recorded, all this century

2002 , two individuals T a second -summer/third -winter at CVL on September 25th 2006 ABR , an adult at
Harnhill Tip on November 16th and again on December 6th see Martin (2002) for more details

2004 1 an adult at CVL on September 26th 2006 ABR

2006 , three individuals 1 athird -winter at CVL on January 4th, 14th and 28th and an adult there on January
17th and February 9th %7, a first -summer at Severn Beach on August 5th 2013 ABR

2007 1 afirst -winter at CVL on January 13th and 20th and February 24th
2008 1 afirst -winter in the CVL roost on October 1 2th %8

2013 1 afirst -winter in the CVL roost on January 11th

2016 1 athird calendar -year at CVL on August 9th

2017 , three individuals T a first -winter in the CVL roost on January 17th and 26th, an adult at Shortwood
on March 2nd, a second -winter at CVL on November 14th

2019 1 athird -calendar year at CVL on March 21st

2024, three individuals T a juvenile at CVL on August 11th and 12th, a first -winter at Severn Beach on
October 20th, a second  -winter at Pilning Wetlands on November 6th

A second -calendar year at CVL on 31st May and 1st June , 2018 was thought to probably be a hybrid with Herring Gull.

2"The ABR gives the wrong day and year for this record
28 ABR gives wrong date of 10th
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Yellow -legged Gull Larus michahellis

An uncommon passage migrant, summer visitor and winter visitor; most occur in the late summer and
autumn at CVL, scarce but increasingly recorded elsewhere. The | argest count is of 15 at CVL on 15th June ,
2002 .

Although the 1948 ABR included n otes on a possible seen on the R Avon on February 20th the earliest
published records are as follows:

1979 1 two at RPD on April 9th Upton (1984)

1980 7 CVL on February 3rd

1981 i RPD on June 14th Upton (1984), two at CVL on August 12th with one on November 22nd, 29th and
December 5th, Weston  -super -Mare beach on November 22nd

1982 1 CVL on February 6th and 10th, July 22nd and September 9th
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Lesser Black -backed Gull Larus fuscus

Two races occur locally, the commonest is the Western subspecies , L. f. graellsii , whichisa common winter
visitor, passage migrant and breeding resident with a| argest roost count of 7,015 at CVL in January 2004
In addition to  a colony on Steep Holm, there are urban colonies in Bristol and Bath , 668 pairs in 2009 per

Rock (2009) and smaller ones in other towns.

Wheeler ( 1874) de s cr i b ecdasional, Aeos and Severn 6 whi | e Ch al8399 n rsiageenh alfout

the coastinsmallnumbers 6. Dal®473% [ i st esdmmerresidest Fébruary or March to early November

but records show that a few usually remain to winter. Occurs abundantly along the R Avon and at the docks,

also at the reservoirs and not infrequently elsewhere inland. Much less common on the coast than Herring

Gull. Breeds, in about the same numbers as Herring Gull only on Steep Holm where it has a Iso greatly
increased in the last 50 years 0. Poulding (1955) gives a count of 750 g

showed how the young disperse down the Atlantic coast of Europe.

The dark -mantled Scandinavian race, L. f. intermedius ,is as carce winter visitor and passage migrant but
almost annual at CVL.  Itis p robably overlooked, particularly in non -adult plumage . This subspecies was not
recognised in early reports, all dark mantled birds being treated as L. f. fuscus , although in practice they
are much more likely to have been this subspecies. The 1984 ABR is the first report to mention the
intermedius ssp

Davis (1947) s ai d dar k mant | eodcasomarvisitor, pgraapeocadirring more often than records

suggest 8 Pal mer and Ball ance (1968) state 6detailed observat
Black - backed Gulls visiting CVL for roosting or bathing show that some of these passage -migrants from

mid - March to early April are of this race (B King in litt). L argest number so far identified is 65 (20th March,

1966) but over 100 suspected at peak migration period. 6 However | ocal birds vary i
considerably and as long ago as 1966 the ABR was highlighting the difficulties of judging mantle shade while

the 1966 SBR says O6observers are urged to exercise extre
particularly when light conditions are less than perfect and in the absence of birds of the British race for
comparisond

Early records of dark  -mantled birds are as follows:
1934 T Sea Mills on July 21st , September 1934 British Birds p117

1937 1 Sea Mills on April 20th , July 1937 British Birds p 54 , BG on August 22nd , November 1937 British
Birds p199

1938 i Sea Mills in April  Davis (1947)

1942 i Sea Mills on October 22nd

1956 1 two at BL on April 2nd

1963 1 CVL on April 6th and Weston Bay on November 28th

1966 1 three at Weston -super-Mar e on February 21st with 6several é ther
4th, four at CVL on September 11th all SBR

Itis possible that examples of the third subspecies, L.f.fuscus have occurred locally butthese are a national
rarity and difficult to identify with certainty, see here for details.
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Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia

A National rarity  with three individuals recorded this century;
2016 i two at Royal Portbury D ock and Portbury Wharf  on May 11th [BBRC]
2017 1 CVLonJuly2nd [BBRC] 2018 ABR

The only other local record is from 1988, at CVL on August 13th  [BBRC]

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis

An uncommon passage migrant , most are recorded on the coast.

; ﬁm«fwﬁ

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of individuals recorded in each year this century

The largest count is of 19 at New Passage on 5th May, 1989. The average arrival date is April 11th with an
earliest arrival on 18th February, 2012 at ASW . The average departure is September 11th with the latest
departure on 30th October, 1993 at Axe Estuary SBR 1994 ABR .

Davis (1947) de s cr i b e dscarde vigiter onamigéation 6 Early records include

1890 1 shotat Clevedon on April 22nd mentioned in  Blathwayt (1906)

1936 1 Severn Beach in September , although Lancastle (1989) says Chittening Warth on 30th

1938 1 two large black -billed terns at BL on September 23rd were probably this species SBR
1947 1 two at BL in April 1947 see 1948 ABR for correction

1955 i CVL on June 20th
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Little Tern Sternula albifrons

A scarce passage migrant  and declining ; generally, t he scarcest of t he fPriorte2008ito mmo

was a local rarity  with that status reinstated from 2023

a’q\é ¢

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Number of individuals recorded each year this century

The largest count is of 34 off Severnside on 1st May, 1990 2 The earliest arrival date is 16th April, in 2003

with birds on Severnside and Ladye Bay and two in the evening at CVL, and in 2015 with three at CVL
latest departure  date is 31st October, 1964 at CVL

Davis (1947) s ay s i tan waesnmah visitor on migration though probably more frequent than is
supposed. Most records refer to spring passage . Not known as having remained to breed within the district
Apparently, itb red at Steart, Somerset in 1920s . Early published records are as follows;

1866 1 five shot at Weston -super -Mare on May 3rd Zoologist p 272
1930 7 atBLon May9 th SBR

1934 i at Clevedonin April Davis (1947)

1945 1 two at Severn Beach on May 9th

Bridled Tern Onchyoprion anaethetus

A National rarity  with one local record from 1958, an adult found dead in Sand Bay on October 17th,
identification confirmed by the British Museum [BBRC] , January 1960 British Birds p32

Sooty Tern Onchyoprion fuscatus

A National rarity  with one local record from 1885 , caught alive after gales three miles from Bath on October
4th or 5th , mentioned in  Mathew (1893) and Charbonnier (1899) [Naylor]
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Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii

A local rarity  with four individuals recorded this century;

2001 i an adult at Sand Point on May 20th

2016 1 an adult and juvenile at Northwick Warth on August 28th
2019 1 an adult at CVL and then BL on May 21st

Following a review in 2016 several claims were removed leaving four twentieth century records;
1962 1 a breeding plumage adult found dead at Clutton on May 10th , specimen still in the Bristol Museum
1977 1 off Brean Down on the Avon boundary on April 23rd (overlooked in the 2016 review)

1990 T a breeding plumage adult off New Passage on May 1st
1997 1 afirst -winter at Severn Beach on October 7th, 8th and 9th

There is one nineteenth century record, an adult shotat Clevedon. Charbonnier (1899) gives the date as
April 1897 but this should probably be 1898, an individual mentioned in Blathwayt (1906) as having been
examined by himself

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

A regular passage migrant with a few throughout the summer. It is generally uncommon, but large flocks

have occurred in some years especially on the Estuary in spring or at CVL in autumn. The largest counts

are as follows: the vast méajberhg off2s&vernosobcmi on 1st
be Commons. The highest definite count seems to be 575 off Ladye Bay on 2nd May, 2011. The highest
inland count is a flock of 139 at CVL on the morning of 22nd September, 2010 which moved on to be

replaced by 13 in the evening giving a day count of 152.

The average arrival date is April 10th, 5 days earlier than given by Bland (1992) while the earliest arrival is
30th March, in 2006 on Severnside and in 2017, seven at OPS . The average departure date is currently
October 1st, two weeks earlier than given by Bland (1992) with a latest departure  of 28th November, 1982

a juvenile at BG

Wheeler (1874) s ay s iodcasional, Sévern, has been shot at Rownham Ferry 0 a @hdrbonnier (1899)
s a y an urcommon visitor, three specimens occurred at Litton in September 1896 6 Davis (1947) describes
i t apassage migrant usually in small numbers. Occurs chiefly in autumn but has been noted in all months

April to October. Sometimes reported from the coast though most records are from the reservoirs. 25 terns,

either Common or Arctic were seen over flooded pa stures at Stoke Gifford September 1935. Not always

separable in the field from Arctic Tern to which some records may refer 0.
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Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea

Usually an uncommon passage migrant, but can occasionally occur in large flocks in the Estuary under

favourable conditions in spring; otherwise generally occurs in smaller numbers than Common Tern. Often

appears after westerly gales. The largest count is of 2,460 at Sand Point on 2nd May, 1998 . The highest
inland count is of 130 at CVL on 18th April, 2013.

The average arrival date is April 1 6th with an earliest arrival  on 29th March, 2015, photographed at Severn
Beach . The average departure date is October 2nd with a latest departure  on 21st November, 1996, two
juveniles at CVL

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tareWartshead 6 bGQharbonnier(1899) saya&an 6occasional visit:
British Birds is an account of the appearance in the city of great numbers of this and Common Tern in May

1842 6 Davis (1947) s ay s | passagse migranf may occur fairly frequently but owing to close resemblance

in the field to Common Tern is seldom definitely recorded. Great numbers of both this and Common Tern

appeared in the Channel and Estuary in early May 1842, many of them visiting t he Br istol docks where due

to their tameness two or three hundred were killed and others taken alive. A considerable invasion of

Common and Arctic Terns, mostly Arctic, was reported from the reservoirs April T May 1947, up to 100 or

more being seen on several 0 ccasions at BL and a few were noted at BG and the Duchess Pond, Stapleton 0.

The large numbers in May 1842 were reported in the local newspapers of the time, see page 152 on the

2015 ABR.
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Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

A National rarity  with four individuals recorded this century;

2006 i asecond -summer at CVL on April 28th and 29th [BBRC]

2013, two individuals T a summer plumaged adult at CVL on April 23rd with a different individual on 25th
[BBRC]

2016 1 an adult past OPS on May 10th [BBRC]

Three individuals were recorded in the twentieth century
1959 7 CVL from June 23rd until 25th [BBRC]

Whiskerep TERN  Chlidonias hybrida

S. One flying, and at rest, Chew Valley res., June 24, 25—
first seen and identified by H.H. and later by H.H.D., B.K., G.S.
and M.A.W. Field notes supplied include : pronounced biack
cap reaching to nape ; pure white of cheeks extending down
throat and blending into grey of underparts ; grey upper-parts
and tail (only slightly forked) ; white outer tail feathers and under-
tail coverts ; thick, deep crimson bill, and legs same colour.
First record for Somerset.

1983 i afirst -summer at CVL from May 29th until 31st and an adult there on 29th only [BBRC]
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White -winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus

A National rarity until 2006 and a | ocal rarity since then with just three records this century;
2001 i asecond -summer at BL from August 4th until 10th [BBRC]

2005 1 ajuvenile at Axe Estuary and Weston STW from September 7th until 12th [BBRC]

2014 1 ajuvenile at CVL from September 10th until 13th

It was commoner in the past with 27 individuals recorded in the second half of the twentieth century;
1949 i an adult at BG on September 9th and 10th , British Birds vol 43 pl161 -162 [Naylor]
WHITE-WINGED BrAck TERN Chlidonias leucopterus

S. An adult in moult was seen, hawking with two immature
Black Terns, over No. 2 reservoir, Barrow Gurney, Sept. 9 (M.J.W.,

1966 1 ajuvenile at CVL from August 24th until 27th , although the dates given in the BBRC report are 27th

i 30th.

1967 i an adult at CVL on September 10th [BBRC]

1969 1 afirst year at BG on September 7th. [BBRC]

1970 71 juvenile at CVL from August 13th until 17th ,juvenile at CVL  from September 12th until 16th [BBRC]
1974 i animmature at CVL on September 11th [BBRC]

1975 T two at CVL on June 14th and an adult from August 8th until 12th [BBRC]

1977 1 animmature at CVL from September 25th until 28th [BBRC]

1978 T ajuvenile at CVL from September 9th until 17th [BBRC]

1979 1 ajuvenile at CVL from September 7th until 10th with a second from 8th until 10th, a juvenile at Yeo
Estuary on August 19th [BBRC]

1980 i ajuvenile at CVL on August 24th [1981 BBRC and omitted from the ABR ]
1981 i ajuvenile at CVL on August 13th [BBRC]

1982 1 three records from CVL, an adult on July 20th, an adult in winter plumage on September 18th and

a juvenile from September 20th until 23rd, all [BBRC]

1983 i ajuvenile at BG on October 1st was seen at CVL later the same day [BBRC]

1984 1 an adult at CVL on July 8th [ BBRC], a juvenile at CVL from August 28th until September 1st [BBRC]
1987 T an adult at CVL on September 1st [BBRC]

1990 i an adultin a flock of Black Terns off Aust on May 3rd [BBRC]

1991 i1 an adult/second -summer at CVL on July 29th [BBRC]
1996 1 asecond -summer at CVL from June 9th until 11th  [BBRC]

A young tern at BG on September 23rd, 1935 with two adult Black Terns was possibly this species as it lacked a dark
mark on the flank per SBR
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Black Tern Chlidonias niger

An uncommon passage migrant; most frequent in the autumn with occasional influxes. Most records are
from CVL. The largest counts are of 732 on Severnside on 1st May, 1990, at least 600 at CVL on 11th
August, 1965 and 480 at CVL on 21st September, 1957.

The average arrival date is April 24th, just one day later than given by Bland (1992), with an earliest arrival
on 4th April, 1980 3, when four were atBL. The average departure date is now October 2nd, 1 4 days earlier
than given by Bland (1992) while the latest departure is 23rd November, 1986 at New Passage

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t ranesusimen visior, Avonmouth 6 a@hdrbonnier (1899) s a y s occutred at
Avonmouth in September 1896 6 Davis (1947) s a y passage migrant, regular at the reservoirs usually in

both spring and autumn. Very few records from the coast though sometimes reported in former years from

Weston -super -Mare and once from Avonmouth 6 Pal mer and Ballance (1968) say
back to. 19056

1866 i five shot at Weston -super -Mare on May 3rd  Zoologist p 272

American Black Tern C. n. surinamensis

A National rarity

1999 i a juvenile at Weston STW from October 3rd until 11th [BBRC] see Andrews, Higgins and Martin
(1999) for more details

30Bland (1992) mentions an earlier date of April 2nd, 1982 but the 1982 ABR gives the earliest record for that year as. April 21
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Great Skua Stercorarius skua

A scarce spring and autumn passage migrant and storm -driven visitor at almost any time of year. It was a
local rarity until 1996

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 0O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of individuals recorded each year this century
The earliest local records are:
1960 i Middle Hope on September 11th
1967 1 Sand Bay on September 4th
1968 1 an oiled bird Sand Bay on September 29th, Sand Point October 13th

Supporting notes  are required for inland records  which are rare. There are inland records from 1969 (CVL
on September 13th and 14th), 1977 (CVL , two on September 16th), 1981 (CVL , dead on November 28th),
1982 (CVL on October 16th and 17th), 1983 (CVL in September , two on 4th and one on 5th), 1984 (CVL

on September 27th), 1998 (CVL on July 13th), 2001 (CVL  on August 2nd), 2005 (CVL on September 30th,
and on October 14th), 2006 (BG on December 9th), 2009 (CVL on September 4th and October 20th), 2011
(BL on September 17th), 2013 (CVL , 18 on September 26th), 2014 (CVL on September 3rd and October
15th until 19th), 2016 ( Saltford 3 on February 8th), 2017 (CVL on September 27th), 2018 (CVL on
September 23rd and 24th)

31 Not Keynsham as stated in ABR, confirmed by observer
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Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus

A scarce spring passage migrant and storm -driven autumn/winter visitor with a largest flock of 28 at Severn
Beach in the evening of 4th May, 2004 (a flock of 8 had flown through in the morning).

It was considered a local rarity until 2014, with records for 25 of the last 30 years ; the chart below shows
the number of individuals each year this century.

A ‘f»ﬂm

2000 01 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15

Number of individuals recorded each year this century3?

Itisv eryrareinland with supporting notes required . There are five inland records, all from CVL, from 1999
(2 together on December 4th ), 2009 ( November 22nd with another from November 29th until December
7th), 2012 (May 12th) and 2013 (September 28th)

The earliest published records are as follows:

1879 1 an adult shot at Weston  -super -Mare on October 17th , 1880 Zoologist page 19 , an adult and an
immature shot at Weston  -super -Mare 1880 Zoologist page 21 and six obtained in November, four at
Clevedon, one at Chew Magna and one at New Passage Charbonnier (1880)

1887 1 a skua, stated to be this species, was found dead near Hawkesbury Upton in December Davis (1947)

1963 1 freshly dead second summer female found at the mouth of R Kenn on November 17th , the skin is
in the Bristol City Museum

1978 1 alight phase off Brean Down on May 7th was moving into Avon waters

1983 1 Portishead on September 4th, New Passage on October 16th and 17th, Chittening on October 31st,
all dark phase

32 2020recordsomitted from ABR in error
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Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus

An uncommon and declining spring passage migrant and storm -driven visitor , mainly in spring or autumn.
The largest count is of at least 100, possibly as many as 120, in a single flock at Severn Beach on the
evening of 13th April, 1998.
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Number of individuals recorded each year this century

It was a local rarity until 1996 with supporting notes still required for inland records, with inland records
from 1963 (CVL on September 19th 33 and October 26th), 1968 ( a corpse at BG on October 2nd SBR), 1974
(CVL two on September 11th and one on September 30th), 1975 (CVL on October 7th), 1976 (CVL on
August 31st), 1977 ( CVL four on September 9th), 1978 (  CVL three on September 16th), 1979 (CVL on
August 24th), 1980 ( CVL two on May 31st, one on August 31st), 1982 (BL on August 17th, three  at CVL on
September 11th, CVL  on September 22nd and October 9th), 1983 (CVL on September 4th), 1986 (CVL on
August 10th), 1987 (over Charlcombe on August 18th, CVL on August 16th), 1988 ( CVL two on August
21st, four on September 25th), 1990 (CVL on October 6th and 7t  h, and October 31st), 1994 (three at CVL
on September 10th), 1999 (CVL on October 17th), 2000 (CVL on September 16th), 2001 (CVL from
December 7th until 11th), 2003 (fve  at CVL on September 21st), 2005 (two at CVL on October 14th), 2006
(two at BL on September 17th), 2008 (two at CVL on April 20th), 2010 (three at CVL on August 26th 2011
ABR), 2012 (two at CVL on October 9th, CVL on October 11th), 2013 (three+ at CVL on September 26th),
2017 (four at CVL on September 14th), 2019 (two at CVL on August 25th) , 2020 (CVL on June 6th, CVL on
November 3rd) , 2022 (Warmley on April 27th) and 2024 (CVL on September 11th)

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t vewaase winterdisitor, once shot at Clevedon 6 whil e Davdaledi( 19 4

a n irrggular visitor chiefly on autumn passage. Perhaps occurs more frequently than records suggest o}
Early published records are as follows:
1 8 5 0i6shot at Weston -super -Mare 1861 Zoologist page 7312

1873 1 an adult shot at Clevedon in December 1874 Zoologist page 4241 under the name
Skua which Mathew (1893) attributes as Stercorarius crepidatus

1903 7 BL mentioned in Palmer and Ballance (1968)

33 SBR gives date as 18th September
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1914 7 BL on September 2nd  mentioned in  Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1917 i a dark phase adult shot at the mouth of the R Axe, Weston -super -Mare on June 4th , British Birds
vol 11 page 68

1923 7 BL on September 23rd  mentioned in  Palmer and Ballance (1968)
1941 i dark -phase at Littleton -on-Severn on June 1st
1942 i adark -phase off Severn Beach on October 15th
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Long -tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus

A national rarity until 1980 and a local one since , With just six individuals this century:

2002 i an adult flew inland over Chittening Warth on May 14th

2008 1 ajuvenile off OPS on September 6th

2015, two individuals T a sub -adult at CVL on May 29th and a juvenile there on September 7th
2019 i anadultatCl -Y on October 16th

2021 1 an adult seen at Severn Beach on March 11th, then at Bristol Airport on 12th, 14th and 17th and at
CVL on 16th

Fifteen individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1912 i1 seen near Weston -super -Mare in June Davis (1947), Yeo Estuary on June 23rd  mentioned in
(1992)

1971 T animmature off the end of Brean Down on September 27th may possibly have been in Avon waters

LONG-TAILED SKUA  Stercorarius longicaudus
S. One off end of Brean Down, Sept. 27, seen by BR in varying
light conditions down to 50 yds. in flight and on water.

Very small, with more graceful, buoyant flight than Arctic Skuas seen same day
and on 26th; deep, almost tern-like wing-beats. Slender wings; greyer and less
rufous or yellowish than Arctic Skuas.

1976 1 alight -phase adultat CVL on June 19th [BBRC]
1981 1 a juvenile off New Passage on October 4th 1982 ABR
1982 1 an adult at CVL on August 10th

'Appeared slightly larger than Sandwich Tern; short, straight bill;
uniformly dark brownish upperparts including dark head-cap and very
long tail (as long as body); underparts, throat and cheeks light,
appearing white. Flight very buoyant, purposeful and tern-like'.

1983 1 Severnside (New Passage) on September 3rd pl157 of 2000 ABR
1984 i flew NE off Brean Down on September 9th

1988 1 an adult at Severn Beach on September 26th

1990 7 an adult off New Passage on September 20th

Rose
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1991 i an adult flew NE off New Passage on May 5th, a dark -phase juvenile at CVL from September 6th
until 17th

1994 i an adult between the Horseshoe Bend and Sea Mills and also at Ham Green from April 6th until 9th,
at New Passage on November 25th and 26th before moving to Severn Beach on 27th

1999 71 ajuvenile at CVL on August 24th

The only nineteenth century record is of one shot at Clevedon in October 1891 following severe gales
mentioned in D& Ur ban and Mat bngerthg rlia®e Buffon's (or Long -tailed) Skua Stercorarius
parasiticus
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Little Auk Alle alle

A local rarity  with just eight records this century;
2001 i Severn Beach on October 25th

2002 T head and wings were found at St Johndés Church, Bat h
Peregrine

2006 , two individuals T Severn Beach on October 22nd, Chittening Warth on December 6th
2007 i Severn Beach on November 17th

2009 i Severn Beach on November 26th

2010 i Severn Beach on November 12th

2016 1 Weston -super -Mare on January 4th

During the twentieth century 39 individuals were recorded, although nearly half of those were in a 1950
wreck:

1950 i alive at Woodspring Priory on February 11th 34 others found dead at BL on February 11th and 20th
and at Tickenham on March 11th, near Weston on 8th February, a flock of twelve landing on a wet road
near Bristol on 11th February , the lasttwo British Birds vol 45 number 4 pages 122 - 133

1953 1 in estuary below Aust CIliff on October 4th

1955 1 found alive at Locking on October 19th and released on the coast

1960 1 a headless corpse found at BL on November 6th

1962 i found alive at Charfield on January 12th and released at Slimbridge

1966 i one picked up alive on the bank of the R Severn near Oldbury February 6th later died

1970 i an adult female found in 0S Glosd on November 12th su
1972 1 one found alive in Hanham on January 26th was taken to Bristol Zoo where it died next day

1975 1 BL on February 1st

1979 1 one found exhausted at Tockington on December 17th died the next day

1981 i flying to NE off Severn beach on November 28th

1984 i1 seen flying downriver at Aust on January 13th with possibly the same seen later in the day off New
Passage, one found dying at OPS on January 18th

1988 i two off New Passage on February 10th

1990 1 an adult found under a hedge at Marshfield 35 on November 4th was  then released at CVL, New
Passage on December 27th

1991 i birds noted off New Passage on January 5th, 6th, 9th and 10th, an ailing bird found in a Severn
Beach garden on January 6th died on the 10th, New Passage on November 2nd, found dead at Weston -
super -Mare on November 13th

1998 1 Severn Beach on January 2nd, another there on October 28th

The situation for the nineteenth century is unclear, Davis (1947) s a y ¥ery@ccasional storm driven visitor
in winter. Specimens have been found in both coastal and inland areas but there seems to be no record for
recent years 6 The only early record s Icanfind are

1836 1 one obtained at Pickwick Mills, Bath mentioned in Terry (1888)
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Common  Guillemot Uria aalge

A scarce usually storm  -driven visitor throughout the year.

R
Y

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O0O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of individuals recorded each year this century

It was a local rarity until 2000, with supporting notes still required for inland records with only three

published records, in 1913 (caught at B L on June 19th Blagdon Birds ), 2008 (seen alive on R Avon under
Clifton Suspension bridge on October 12th but found dead later in the day) and 2014 (Little Avon near
Charfield on February 11th).

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i bccagi@nal, Weston -super -Mared w h e Cleagbsnnier (1899) s a y sommon in
the channel during the summer 0 Davis (1947) s a y sccasional visitor to the Channel and Estuary. Former
records from the Channel and Estuary also mention Guillemots as appearing in autumn and winter. There

appears to be no conclusive evidence in support of statements that Razorbills, Guillemots and Puffin s bred

formerly on Steep Holm 6

Northern Race U. a. aalge
1988 1 Severnside on December 11th Lancastle (1989)

An individual of the bridled form was found dying at Chittening on 19th December, 1984
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Razorbill Alca torda

A local rarity with 3 6 individuals recorded this century, although 60% of those were from two years (2019
and 2020) and there are 14 blank years

2001 , two individuals 7 Severn Beach on April 28th, Steep Holm on May 26th 2008 ABR
2002 , two individuals T CI-Y on February 5th, Severnside on October 25th

2004 i Chittening Warth on July 2nd

2005 1 Severn Beach on January 17th

2006 , two individuals 1 Steep Holm on June 15th 2008 ABR, Severn Beach on September 2nd
2011 i Avonmouth Docks on May 26th

2014 , fourindividuals T an exhausted adult taken into care at RPD on February 6th, a first -winter at Severn
Beach and New Passage on 10th, an adult at RPD on 21st, an adult at Sand Point on 21st

2015 1 Sand Point on November 30th

2019, nine individuals T a single then a flock of eight past Ladye Bay on November 2nd
2020, twelve individuals i up to four at Severn Beach on May 24th, a flock of eight past Sand Point on June
28th

2024 1 ajuvenile at Severn Beach on August 23rd

During the twentieth century at least 80 individuals were recorded;

1925 i picked up in Chew Stoke on January 16th having been seen two days previously on a duck pond
SBR

1929 1 reported at Weston in December SBR
1935 1 two close to Steep Holm on June 23rd SBR 2008 ABR

1936 i two off west side of Steep Holm on June 12th SBR and 2008 ABR , one at Steep Holm on June 14th
SBR

Pre 1950 1 one found dead near Blagdon 1950 SBR. At that time the specimen was at the BL Inspection

House but itds current |l ocation is unknown
1951 T Steep Holm on May 12th

1957 1 freshly dead adults on shoreline at Sand Bay on March 18th and 31st, a dead juvenile at Clevedon
on August 30th

1959 i animmature off Steep Holm on August 16th, a corpse of a first -winter at Sand Bay on October 29th
1961 i off Steep Holm on May 28th
1963 1 a corpse at Sand Bay on October 13th

1964 i an adult off Steep Holm on June 27th and 29th, a corpse at Uphill on July 11th, an adult at New
Passage on September 17th

1965 1 Steep Holm on October 2nd 2008 ABR
1966 1 corpses at Weston Bay on December 10th and Sand Bay on 11th

1967 T an adult dead in Weston Bay on May 21st, three off Steep Holm on June 11th with one there on July
2nd, one flying up channel off Clevedon on September 23rd

1969 i a headless corpse washed up in Sand Bay on April 20th
1971 i Steep Holm on September 26th

1972 1 dead birds in Sand Bay on April 12th and 14th and May 27th all SBR, Steep Holm on July 1st 2008
ABR

1973 1 Sand Point on May 13th and June 13th with corpse s in Sand Bay on June 13th SBR and July 29th
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1975 i between Sand Point and Brean Down, two on April 16th, a corpse on May 11th, one on June 9th and
four on October 12th, probables off Sand Point on May 18th and 25th

1978 i an oiled corpse on the tideline at Weston -super -Mare on March 25th
1979 1 two Steep Holm on July 26th 2008 ABR

1981 i acorpse at Weston -super -Mare on October 24th

1983 i Auston March 21st

1984 i corpses found at Weston Bay on January 18th and February 7th, Sand Bay on January 26th and
Kenn Estuary on February 12th

1985 1 Portishead on August 2nd, New Passage on November 5th, Severn Beach on 6th
1986 1 two off SGW on January 19th, three off New Passage on May 11th
1988 1 Clevedon on January 4th, Axe Estuary on February 6th, Portishead on December 3rd

1989 1 two off New Passage on October 29th with singles there on November 4th and 7th and December
17th

1990 7 New Passage on February 11th and 21st and December 27th
1991 T CI-Y on January 6th, New Passage on 9th
1994 i1 afirst -winter off Sand Point on December 30th

1996 1 one picked up alive at Portishead on February 21st subsequently died, Sand Point on May 5th,
Severn Beach on May 31st and June 1st, Battery Point on October 22nd

1997 1 Severn Beach on February 18th and 26th

Wheeler (1874) said it was occasional, Weston -super -Ma r andl there is a record of one picked up moribund
fromthere 1873 Zoologistpage3624 .D6 Ur ban and Matpgagew24 ( medtdrs yeeing small parties

off Clevedon and Portishead in autumn and winter. Although Char bonni er (1899) says
Channel duri ng ,tPhlmer and Baftemae §1968) dismiss those claims but state 6 a't |l east

found dead, Weston -super-Mar e, before 19006

Davis (1947) s a y accasional visitor to the Channel and Estuary, perhaps more frequent than is supposed.
Recorded formally as occurring in small parties during autumn and winter. Storm driven birds sometimes
reported from the coast and inland 0.

There are additional records, published as Auk sp., thought by the observers to be this species for 1992, 2001 (11,
possibly 16), 2003 , 2014 and 2024.
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Black Guillemot Cephus grylle
A local rarity  with just one record this century, a first -winter at Severn Beach on 15th November 2015.
There are just single records from both the twentieth century, at Severn Beach on 27th October 1998, and

the nineteenth century, shot off Weston -super -Mare on 3rd Decembe r, 1896 and n ow in American Museum
of Natural History in New York Davis (1947)

Puffin Fratercula arctica

A local rarity  with just five individuals (one dead) this century:

2002 , two individuals T a winter plumaged adult at Severn Beach on February 5th, a first winter there on
9th
2014 , two individuals T afirst -winter at Severn Beach on February 9th, a dead adult in Sand Bay on 16th

2020 7 past Sand Point on May 4th

There are nine published records for the twentieth century while Davis (1947) says 6occasi

Channel and Estuary. Perhaps occurs more frequently than is supposed. Most winter notices refer to remains
of storm driven birds, either on the coast or inlando.

1922 1 Steep Holm May 25th until 30th mentioned in  Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1935 i Steep Holm on May 5th  SBR, found on roof of Bristol Aeroplane Co works at Filton on October 25th
mentioned in  Tetley (1936 a)

1945 i found dead on Kenn Moor on October 30th

1951 i found dead at Severn Beach on February 25th

1959 T young bird s found dead at Weston -super -Mare on August 15th  and Sand Bay on November 1st
1972 i an adult close inshore at Sand Point on April 8th

1997 1 Severn Beach on February 25th with presumably the same the next day

There are no published nineteenth century records | can find although Charbonnier (1899)

S a

in the Channel durand Khegbhtummé®62) says Os o msuper-iare. seen
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Red -throated Diver Gavia stellat a

Alocal rarity with atleast 65 individuals recorded this century, although most of those were in 2013

2000 i an immature at Severn Beach on May 8th

2002 i Ladye Bay on January 24th

2005 1 a juvenile at CVL on November 4th

2007 , two individuals i an oiled bird at CVL from November 24th until 26th, Severnside on December 14th
2008 i1 Ladye Bay on November 9th

2009 i CVL from November 25th until December 8th

2012 i a series of counts off Sand Point and Anchor Head between December 4th and 30th involving at
least eight individuals

2013 - Middle Hope on April 6th, a series of counts from Sand Point between November 25th and December
27th involving at least 28 individuals and including a flock of 14 on November 26th

2014 , two individuals 1 Sand Point on January 11th and 19th, Anchor Head on April 8th

2015, five individuals 7 Anchor Head on January 14th and May 9th, a juvenile at CVL from November 9th
until December 9th, PWD on November 16th, Severn Beach on November 18th

2018, two individuals T Northwick Warth on April 18th, Sand Point on November 29th

2019 1 a juvenile at CVL from November 3rd until 28th

2022 1 two adults flew past Severn Beach on April 29th

2023, four individuals i three at Severn Beach on April 11th, Severn Beach on November 19th

2024, six individuals T two at Severn Beach on April 7th, Sand Point on April 22nd, Severn Beach on May
9th, two at Severn Beach on May 12th

There are at least 42 twentieth century records, see below, but | cannot find any for the nineteenth century.
Davis (1947) says it i-sisitax but pgrhaps teegnodt feequentvof the divers. Has been
noted at the reservoirs, either singly or in pairs at | ea

1920 T one at BL Blagdon Birds

1924 1 a pair, probably this species, at Litton reservoir early in the year with one until mid -March SBR
1927 i BL on December 4th, BG in December both SBR

1928 i BLin December Blagdon Birds

1929 i BL on March 17th, picked up alive on sands near Weston -super -Mare on December 8th but
subsequently died SBR

1937 i one, oiled on the flanks, at BL from March 20th until at least April 4th SBR

1938 i an oiled bird in the harbour at Mardyke, Bristol from January 30th until February 9th when caught
and taken to Bristol Zoo where died

1944 i a corpse found in a field by BG on March 9th

1946 i BG on March 5th and 7th |, BL on March 10 th SBR

1955 1 BL in the first half of February , then found dead

1958 i CVL from March 16th until April 2nd

1960 1 Shepperdine on January 6th

1961 1 one found in a field at Chipping Sodbury on March 15th was released at Pill the next day
1962 1 an adult female found dead on Uphill beach on February 17th

1963 1 an oiled individual at CVL on March 24th with another found dead on Weston -super -Mare beach on
December 27th

1966 1 CVL on February 26th
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1977 1 a probable off Sand Point on December 31st

1979 i an oiled bird at RPD  from February 1st until 5th

1980 i CVL on March 2nd and April 1st

1983 1 an oiled bird at CVL from February 19th was caught on 21st but died in care, an adult at CVL from

February 25th until March 27th , an adult at CVL from November 13th until 27th

1986 1 CVL on March 12th

1987 i probably a juvenile or first -winter at CVL on January 16th , an oiled individual on R Avon at St Philips
on 17th

1991 7 New Passage on January 5th and 10th, five in winter plumage there on May 6th

1992 1 ajuvenile at Yeo Estuary on October 25th

1993 T New Passage on January 15th , a summer plumage adult off Severn Beach on May 6th

1995 1 one in winter plumage at CVL on March 14th and 15th

1996 T an oiled individual at Tucking Mill Lake from January 28th until February 2nd when taken into care

1997 1 asummer -plumaged adult at CVL from September 18th until October 12th, Axe Estuary on October
5th SBR 1998 ABR

1998 i afirst -year at BL on April 25th

There are additional records, published as Diver sp., but thought by the observer to be this species for 1996
(2), 2003 (2), 2006, 2011 , 2014 and 2024
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Black -throated Diver Gavia arctica

Alocal rarity with just ten records this century;
2000 i an adult off Severn Beach on December 1st

2003, two individuals T a first -winter briefly at CVL on January 11th and a second calendar -year bird on
May 31st

2012 i off Sand Point on December 9th

2013 1 a juvenile at CVL from November 16th until December 24th

2015, two individuals 1 a juvenile at Sand Point on November 13th, Severn Beach on November 27th
2019/ 20 i a juvenile at BG from 17th November, 2019 until 29th March, 2020

2021 i an adult at CVL from December 14th until 31st

2024 i one at CVL on December 18th

There are 16 published records for the twentieth century

1946 T BL from April 1st until at least the 9th

and D.A.W. Among field characters particularly noted were the
pale, greyish-brown head, the conspicuously white foreneck and
breast and the almost uniformly blackish-brown mantle. Apart
from a few large white spots in the region of the scapulars, there
was little evidence of summer plumage being assumed. Compared
with Great Northern Diver, the bird was slighter in build, while
its bill was less massive and noticeably more pointed. This is the
first record of a Black-throated Diver for the district.

1950 1 an adult in winter plumage at BL from February 5th until at least March 20th

1964 1 BG from April 6th until 16th

1966 i BL on March 4th

1971 i CVL onJanuary 17th  [2018 ABR]

1974 i CVL from November 21st until December 8th

1975 i BL on March 9th

1982 1 CVL on January 18th

1985 i CVL from November 1st until 9th

1986 i two at CVL on January 17th

1988 1 CVL on April 7th and another on October 22nd

1991 71 two breeding plumage adults off New Passage on May 6th

1994 i ajuvenile at CVL from November 13th until December 4th

Terry (1864) mentions one shot near Cleveland Bridge, Bath in 1825.

There are additional records, published as Diver sp., but thought by the observer to be this species for
1996, 1997, 2000 2001 ABR, 2013, 2021 and 2024 .

Although Vinicombe (2020) mentions a 1957 record from CVL that individual was published as a Great Northern
Diver .
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Pacific Diver Gavia pacifica

A National rarity  with just one local record, an adult briefly at Severn Beach on 27th November , 2009
[BBRC] see Hayes (2009) for more details

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer
Alocal rarity with 61 individuals this century, 31 of which were inland

2000, four individuals T an immature at Severn Beach on May 8th, an adult off Anchor Head on October
29th [2001 ABR] ,two at Severn Beach on December 13th one of which was also seen at OPS

2002 , three individuals 1 two juveniles at Yeo Estuary on November 23rd, a juvenile at CVL on December
14th and 15th

2005 1 at CVL on January 9th,
2005/06 i a juvenile at BG from  4th December , 2005 until 20th January , 2006

2006 , five individuals i Ladye Bay on December 5th, Severnside on 6th, a juvenile on Clevedon boating
lake from 14th until 17th, another on Severnside on 25th, Cumberland Basin on 28th

2007 , two individuals 1 a summer plumaged adult at BG from October 21st until 28th, an adult at CVL from
November 27th until December 12th,

2007/08 7 a juvenile at CVL from  15th December 2007 until 24th March, 2008

2008, five individuals T an adult in Weston Bay on October 5th, a juvenile at CVL on October 26th with
another from November 9th until 11th and a third on 24th which then moved to BL on 26th and 27th,
Severn Beach on November 15th

2009 i a juvenile at CVL on November 23rd,
2009/10 7 a juvenile atBLon from 30th December , 2009 until 1st January , 2010
2010, three individuals 1 Severn Beach on November 12th, two at CVL on 12th with one next day

2011, three individuals T Sand Point on November 27th, a juvenile at CVL on 27th and 28th, RPD on
December 9th

2012 i one aroundthe Weston -super Mare area between November 20th and 29th when found dead

2013, five individuals 1T CI-Y and then Sand Point on January 1st, a second -calendar year at CVL on April
16th, an adult off Anchor Head on November 3rd, Sand Point on November 20th and 25th, Sand Point on
December 21st

2014 i a summer plumaged adult at BL on October 19th and 20th,
2014/15 7 a juvenile at CVL from  10th November , 2014 until 17th April, 2015
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2015, three individuals 1 Sand Point on November 16th, Severn Beach on 30th, Aust Warth on December
6th

2016 1 one over Portbury village on January 13th

2017, two individuals 7 a summer plumaged adult at Severn Beach on October 21st, CVL on November
11th and 18th

2018 i at Anchor Head on December 8th

2019 i at CVL on November 10th and 11th,

2019/20 i a juvenile at BG from  26th November , 2019 until 27th March, 2020
2020 i in flight past Severn Beach on November 2nd,

2020/21 i a juvenile at BG from  13th November , 2020 until 22nd February , 2021
2021 , two individuals T Aust Services in flight on November 7th, OPS on November 29th
2022 i an adult at CVL on November 11th

2023, seven individuals i adult on Litton Res on February 6th, first -winter at CVL on February 6th, Sand
Point on October 28th, a first -winter at BG from November 3rd until December 11th, two first -winters at
CVL on November 27th, one in flight past OPS an d Severnside on November 28th

2024 i ajuvenile at CVL on January 1st
2024/25 i1 ajuvenile at BG on December 8th and again from 28th into 2025

There are additional records for this century , published as Diver sp., but thought by the observer to be this
species for 2009 (4), 2013, 2014 , 2015 (2) , 2022 and 2023 (2)

There were at least 57 individuals recorded during the twentieth century, the details are given in Appendix
1 and summarised in the graph below:
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There are only a handful of published records for the nineteenth century
1825 1 shot on the weirs in Bath, mentioned in  Terry (1864)
1881 T a young bird shot at BG on January 20th Zoologist page 64
Wheeler (1874) says 6 wi ntiesi tor, very rare, two in FI oaand@hgrbornzer b ou

(1899) 6t woer e shot some years ago in the floating harbouro.
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Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus

A scarce storm -driven summer and autumn visitor to the Estuary SW of the Severn Crossings; rare in winter
and very rare inland

R
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Annual bird-days this century

It was a local rarity until 2009 with supporting notes still required for inland records, with recent records
from 1977 (CVL on November 13th), 1983 (two at CVL and one at BL on September 3rd, CVL on September
5th), 1997 (Nailsea garden on October 22nd), 2000 (three at CVL on October 30th) and 2012 (two at BL
and three at CVL on June 9th).

Wheel er (18 Tafke)Portisheads 66 whi | e D a vsiasy s¢cai®véry gccasionally as a storm driven
visitor &

Published early records are as follows:

1824 1 Alveston on October 31st Hayes (2020)

1876 1 picked up in Post Office Lane, Small Street in November Charbonnier (1899)

1913 T one found exhausted at BL Blagdon Birds

1929 1 picked up in Exeter Road, Weston -super -Mare on December 11th SBR, Clevedon, Uphill (2) and
Clarence Park, Weston -super -Mare in December  (possibly same as Exeter Road bird) British Birds vol 23,
page 280

1934 1 one at BL Blagdon Birds

1935 1 one found, long dead, at Weston sands on November 26th SBR
1938 1 picked up dead at Chittening Warth on October 16th Lancastle (1989)
1946 1 picked upin Weston -super -Mare on November 26th SBR
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Leachos P@&deanedroma leucorrhoa

Alocal rarity with 1 22 individuals recorded this century, 1 15 of which were on the coast, and 52 of those in
2006.

Coastal individuals this century

Inland records this century are as follows:

2000 i two at CVL on October 30th

2006, three individuals i found dead at BL on 4th, found dead in Yatton on 7th, and at CVL on 7th
2010 1 a corpse was found in Emersons Green on November 7th

2018 1 at CVL on September 21st

In the last quarter of the twentieth century there were 130 individuals recorded of which 115 were from the
coast

Coastal individuals between 1975 - 1999
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Inland records in that period were as follows:
1978 i at CVL on September 30th

1983, ten individuals 1 seven at CVL on September 3rd, at BL on September 3rd, at CVL on October 16th,
and at CVL on December 29th and 30th

1987 1 at CVL on October 19th
1989, two individuals T at CVL on September 27th, and at CVL on December 17th
1993 i at CVL on December 6th

All published records after 1975 are given in Appendix 1 . Prior to that published records are sparse, other
than for 1952;

1828 1 picked up dead at Bathwick, mentioned in Terry (1864)

1883 1 shot flying up the R Avon beneath Clifton Suspension Bridge in October , 1884 Zoologist page 145
1886 i found dead in the Avon Charbonnier (1899)

1933 T one at BL 1934 SBR

1938 i Aust Cliff on October 7th

1952 Ta huge o6wreck©6 st art iwithge250 seen@t t Aust Bayd 21858)hwho says 6a pa:
on Aust 1 Beachley ferry saw 200 -300 flying over the river during a crossing in mid -af t er n ©ohe BER.
mentions 15 found dead on Weston sands on 27th, with two in flight there, and one dying in Sand Bay, on

28th, c20 at Weston and four, with another two corpses, at Uphill on 29th, and three found dying at Weston

on 31st . Seeninland at BL (2) and BG and found dead at Alveston, Doynton, Congresbury, Stant on Drew,
and Temple Cloud plus various parts of Bristol. The SBR also mentions reports, although unclear if dead or

alive, from Backwell Station, Banwell, Bath, Bleadon, Saltford, Sandford Hill, Wetmoor and Worle . One in
flight at Stoke Gifford on 30th . Boyd (1953) gives fuller details of the wreck.

1957 T Severn Beach on September 15th

1966 1 Clevedon Bay on October 3rd  , mentioned in  Rose (1992) whosays 6i denti fied first a
Petreld so presumably the birdthp 1966 ABR And 8BRabsth & which givetRee t r e |
date as December 3rd

The New Handbook to Clevedon and the neighbourhood, publ i shed i
of the neighbourhood.
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Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis

An uncommon visitor, scarce in winter. Usually storm -driven, but occasionally occurs in calm conditions in
mid -summer. The largest count is of 100 at Ladye Bay on 19th May, 2006.

i

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 0O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Annual bird-days this century

Dark phase bird s ( 6 Bl ue F wdremmoted off Steep Holm on 27th and 28th August, 1967 and Severn
Beach on 3rd July, 2023 while an all-white individual was photographed at Severn Beach on 10th May,
2014.

Since 2003 supporting notes have been required for inland records, with recordsin 1970 (CVL on May 31st),
1975 (CVL on April 4th), 1978 (CVL  on August 6th), 1980 (Hallen on June 16th), 1981 (CVL  from April 26th
until 29th), 1989 (Kenn Moor in poor condition on August 26th), 1992 (over M4 on May 8th, Avon Gorge on
June 18th, BG on August 11th), 1993 (centre of Bath on June 10th), 2003 (over Westbury -on-Trym on June
28th), 2007 (CVL  on July 4th), 2008 (CVL  on May 26th and 27th, CVL  on May 30th), 2012 ( twoat CVL on
April 5th, CVL on April 29th)

Early published records are as follows:

1 8 5 Oi6shot at Weston -super -Mare 1861 Zoologist page 7312
1868/69 1 shot at Weston -super -Mare 1869 Zoologist page 1644
1878 1 Avonmouth in August  Charbonnier (1899)

1948 1 a fresh corpse of a male found at Severn Beach on February 1st

1951 i atleastthree on Steep Holm on April 22nd with one on June 3rd and one between there and Weston
on 23rd

1957 1 an oiled bird found dead at Clevedon on September 14th
1958 i Steep Holm on June 8th
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White -bellied or Black -bellied Storm - petrel Fregetta sp

A National rarity , with the first European record of the genus off Severn Beach on  25th November , 2009
[BBRC] , see Martin (2013) and Gaunt, Greer and Martin (2014 ) for fuller details.

Cory's Shearwater Calonectris borealis
A national rarity until 1983 and a local rarity since with t hree records this century:
2000 1 one off Severn Beach early on November 26th was tracked down the Estuary , see Lancastle (2000)

for more details
2004 1 off Severnside on January 13th
2023 i briefly off Severn Beach on July 3rd

Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea
A local rarity  with just one record this century, up -channel off Anchor Head on 3rd August , 2017 .

There are three twentieth century records
1962 i Sand Point on September 17th 1971 ABR

1971 i one flying upstream off Brean Down on June 19th is presum ed to have been in Avon waters

Sooty SHEARWATER Procellaria grisea

S. One flying upstream off Brean Down, June 19 with party of
ten Manx Shearwaters. An all-brown bird, with typical shearwater
flight, larger-bodied and longer-winged than Manx (ra).

(A previous sighting, off Sand Point, Sept. 17, 1962 (Njc) was
considered at that time to be a highly probable record of this
species, but not 100%, conclusive. The details have been re-assessed,
and the B.N.S. and Somerset Editorial Committees have inde-
pendently agreed that the record should be accepted. It becomes
the first for the County, with the 1971 record as the second).

1974 1 Aust for three hours on September 7th
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Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus

An uncommon summer and autumn visitor, usually storm -driven, although large feeding flocks have
occurred in calm anti  -cyclonic conditions in mid  -summer , with | argest count s of at least 1,000, off New
Passage during the morning of 6th June , 1977 and from both Sand Point and Severn Beach on 3rd July,

2023 .

Itis s eldom recorded NE of the Second Severn Crossing.

N
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Annual bird-days this century

Supporting notes  are required for inland records, with records from 1935 (found at Fishponds and Clutton

on September 18th), 1953 (four found alive in Bristol between August 31st and September 5th, one found

at Claverton Down late August), 1955 (found alive on the outskirts of Bath in early October), 1966 (three

found inland around Yate and Gloucester in September), 1974 (CVL on September 29th), 1978 (found at
Little Stoke on September 26th, Bristol City centre on September 27th, Bath on September 29th), 1980
(found Coley on September 11th), 1981 (found on steps of Weston -super -Mare Technical College  on October
9th), 1983 ( at CVL on September 5th and September 17th), 1985 (found at Lockleaze on August 22nd),
1986 (CVL on August 27th), 1987 (oiled bird found at Pucklechurch on September 2nd), 1990 (found Royal
Victoria Park, Bath on September 22nd), 1995 (CVL on October 9th), 1997 ( found at Portbury  on August
29th, Pill on August 31st, Yate on September 6th), 2011 (BL on September 7th), 2015 (found North Yate

on September 25th), 2016 (corpse found in Clifton on September 12th), 2017 (two at CVL on September
11th) and 2023 (CVL on October 4th)

Charbonnier (1899) s a y kas dccurred at Clevedon and at Ashton. On a stormy day in June 1897 several
were seen over the water off Avonmouth 0 whDavise(1947) s a y sormally a very scarce visitor but may
occur in the Channel and Estuary more often than is supposed. About 30 between Weston  -super -Mare and

Steep Holm July 1928. Storm driven specimens have been found in various inland localities
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Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus

A local rarity  with four records this century involving five individuals:
2017 i at Sand Point and then Anchor Head on September 11th
2018 1 at Sand Point on September 21st with presumed same off Anchor Head the next day

2021, two records T two at Sand Point on August 6th, and at Anchor Head on August 8th

The only other local record is from New Passage on 24th September , 1988, see Merritt (1988) for further
details, although it incorrectly gives the date as the 12th

Black Stork Ciconia nigra

A National rarity ~ with two records
1988 1 at CVL on April 10th and watched for nearly 40 minutes [BBRC]
1992 i an adultto SE over the western edge of Bath on June 13th [BBRC]

White Stork Ciconia ciconia

A National rarity until 1983, and a local rarity since then, whoset rue status is confused by the likelihood of
escapes from captivity or , more recently,  birds from reintroduction scheme s. Knepp in Sussex has  both a
free flying breeding population, which have fledged 124 young since 2020 and also releases juveniles , 173
by the end of 2024.  In Cornwall , at Wadebridge, there are captive pairs which successfully bred in 2025.

There are eight records  this century that are thought to relate to wild birds:

2000 1 at CVL on June 4th (not May 28th as stated in the ABR)

2005 1 at Weston STW on July 23rd

2006 7 at Bleadon Level on March 2 6th 36

2010 i two over Northwick Warth on September 12th

2012 , five individuals 7 at Combe Down on April 21st, and four over the Avon Gorge on June 9th
2015 i at New Passage on April 21st

2018 1 at Northwick Warth on April 22nd

Three local records in 2019 , onein 2020 , three in 2021 , twoin 2022 , twoin 2023 and three in 2024  were
thought to be of  reintroduced birds.

The only other local records are as follows:

1971 1 three ringed juveniles of Danish origin at Combe Down on September 9th, one of which was caught
after falling down a chimney and taken to Rode bird gardens where it remained until about 18th August
1972 [BBRC] . See also Bottomley (1972)

36 Although present from 25th until 28th this is the only date it was seen on the Avon side of the border
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One over Hallen on May 23rd mentioned in the 6Recent Reportso
been submitted to BBRC.

1972 i one over Rode Bird gardens on July 14th was in addition to the 1971 captive bird 1973 BBRC 1973
SBR; one flying south over Keynsham on September 24th was considered by BBRC to be the 1971 ringed
captive bird

1973 1 Paulton on August 10th [BBRC] SBR
1993 1 three over Knowle on April 27th

In addition, there were two escaped birds in 1974, at Kingston Seymour in April and at CVL for most of August 1975
ABR, two birds that escaped from Bristol Zoo were seen locally in 1996 whil st aringed individual ~ on the roof of Asda in
Clevedon on 30th August, 2022 had escaped from the West Midlands.

There is also an unconfirmed report of a pair shot on the church tower of Wick St Lawrence in December 1897 in
Blathwayt (1906).

S

€
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Frigatebird sp Fregata sp

A National rarity  with one local record, a n adult male flying over Flat Holm on 6th November , 2005 was
seen to enter Avon waters [BBRC]

Gannet Morus bassanus

An uncommon storm -driven visitor, mainly in spring and summer with a largest count of 6at | east
together at Severn Beach and 325 moving downstream at Battery Point, both on 11th March, 2021. Prior
to that the highest count was 120 at Ladye Bay on 19th May, 2006

The chart below shows the number of bird -days each year this century
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Annual bird-days this century

Itis r are inland , such records requiring supporting notes prior to 2009 . Inland records this century are as
follows: 2000 (juv at CVL and BL in September), 2004 (a second calendar year at CVL and BL in September,

an adult at BL in September, an adult over Keynsham in December), 2006 (CVL in May, sub -adult at BL in
May), 2007 (CVL in July), 2009 (adult at BG in April, juvenile at BG, CVL and BL in October), 2012 (over

Henbury in June), 2013 (adult at CVL in November), 2015 (juv at CVL and juv at Dundas Aque duct, both in
October), 2016 (near adult at CVL in July, sub -adult at BL and CVL in August), 2017 (sub -adult at CVL in
February), 2018 (moribund at CVL in May, second calendar year over Lansdown in September), 2020 (adult

at CVL in August).

Wheeler (1874) did not include it on his list while Charbonnier ( 1899 ) s aayparty of four or five was seen
on Denny Isleon  3rd September , 1893 6 . Dal®473 de s cr i breodnally & verg accasional visitor to
the Channel and Estuary but storm driven or washed -up birds not infrequently reported from the coast. 12
were noted off Weston -super -Mare July 1924. Storm driven examples have been found inland at Old
Sodbury (21st September, 193 5 Tetley (1936 a) and Radstock 6
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Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

A fairly common resident and winter visitor, especially to the main reservoirs which breedsinsmall (double
digit) numbers on Steep Holm. The l argest count isof 670 at CVL on 21st October , 2024.

Two races occur:  P. c. carbo , which previously dominated all records and probably still accounts for all
breeders and P.c. sinensis whichis now fairly common amongst non -breeders.

Wheeler (1874) said it was dccasional, Weston -super-Mare6 whi |l e Char b o nsnaiyesn 18§61 8 9 ¢
observed sitting on the tower of St Mary, Redcliffe and was photographed 0 Tetley (1939) mentions only

four records for BG, all of single birds. Davis (1947) s ay s fiesident, breeds only on Steep Holm, a colony

of some 15 to 20 pairs. Nesting first proved 1934 though the birds were probably breeding there earlier.

Not uncommon on the coast often occurring as far up the Severn as Slimbridge. Frequent at the reservoirs,

usually singly but sometimes in small parties 0.
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Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis
A local rarity  with nearly 200 individuals recorded.

Itis mainly now recorded from the coast i ofthe 101 individuals recorded this century 90% were from the
coast (although that percentage is bolstered by two unusually large flocks recorded in 2016)

2000 01 02 03 04 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 2020 21 22 23 24

Individuals recorded from the coast this century
Inland records this century are as follows:
2005 1 five juveniles at CVL on August 31st with one on September 1st
2008 71 a first -winter at BG on August 18th
2009 i at CVL on November 26th
2014 i at Eastville Park about January 4th
2017 1 a juvenile at CVL from October 5th until 17th

During the last quarter of the twentieth century about a third of the 79 individuals recorded were inland,
and half of the records from earlier in the twentieth century were inland

All published records are given in Appendix 1 .

Wheeler (1874) c al | e dccasidnal, ®Veston -super-Mared Charbonnier (1899) mentions one seen at
Shirehampton some years ago but Davis (1947), who calls the species
autumn or ,sadthtterrebcord o6l acks essential detailsdé6 and si mi

Holm in May 1919

a
a
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Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

A National rarity until 2013 and a | ocal rarity since then with atleast 38 individuals recorded, all since the
first in 2007

2007 i a first -winter at CVL on November 2nd and 3rd [BBRC] see Davis and Thoburn (2007) for more
details

2009, six individuals 1 at CVL from September 6th until 12th, four, including two ringed birds, there on
26th, and on Severnside on October 14th [all BBRC]

2010 1 a Spanish ringed immature at Hoar Gout , Severnside from September 17th until 26th

2013, four individuals 7 at Weston STW/Axe Estuary from September 21st until October 4th, a juvenile at
CVL and BL on September 27th remained until October 16th, and a pair in flight over CVL on November
26th with one there  from 28th until 30th

2014 1 an immature at Weston STW from April 5th until May 6th

2015 i a first -winter at Pilning Wetlands from November 6th until 20th

2016 1 at CVL onJanuary 11th

2017 1 in flight over CVL on May 27th

2018 i a juvenile at BL on September 1st and 2nd

2019, two individuals 1 over Tytherington on April 11th, and at Northwick Warth on July 5th
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2021, five individuals 1 at CI-Y on March 7th, an immature at Weston STW on September 2nd with it or
another again 8th until 11th, two at Channel View Farm and then later at Pilning Wetland on September
14th, and an immature at CVL from October 12th until 25th

2022, at least three individuals i Pilning Wetland on February 5t h, Bl akeds
same at Wick St Lawrence on 17th, CVL on November 2nd

2023, five individuals T three at CVL on April 6th with four the next day until May 1st, Pilning Wetland on
October 3rd

2024, three individuals i Stoke Park on January 14th, Pilning Wetlands on May 16th, CVL from September
17th until 20th, again from 28th until November15th and then intermittently until December 30th

2024/25 1 three at CVL from December 26th into 2025
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Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

This species has increased in recent years , with just two blank years and 90 individuals recorded this
century . Atthe e nd of 2022 it ceased to be treated as a local rarity.

Individuals each year this century

All the published records this century up to the end of 2022 are givenin  Appendix 1 .

In comparison there were just 15 individuals recorded during the twentieth century:
1946 1 reported from the R Axe on May 3rd SBR

1954 1 an adult at CVL on May 2nd

1969 i CVL from April 13th until 21st

1973 T an immature at CVL from September 29th until October 10th

1976 1 an adult at CVL on July 28th

1982 i Axe Estuary on November 7th and 13th

1984 1 an adult at CVL on September 5th and 6th

1987 1 inflight over CVL on May 13th

1990 1 an adult at CVL from June 19th until 23rd had been ringed on Texal, Holland, an unringed adult at
CVL from August 13th until September 2nd

1992 1 acolour -ringed first -summer at CVL on July 30th
1994 i CVL on October 7th and 8th
1997 1 afirst -summer at Weston STW on July 6th

1998 1 two first -summers at Chittening Warth on April 18th with one at Northwick Warth on May 2nd and
Axe Estuary on 12th with one or two on 17th and one on 18th and one at CVL on May 27th and 28th

And there is just a single record from the nineteenth century, shot on Kenn Moor in October 1865 mentioned
in Palmer and Ballance (1968)
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Bittern Botaurus stellaris

A scarce winter visitor , mainlyto CVL and occasionally recorded in the summer months. It was a local rarity
from 1963 until 2005, particularly away from CVL.

7 Wf o oo~ N

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of individuals each year this century
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A pair bred at CVL in 1997 and probably again in 2000 according to Vinicombe (2008a). Booming males
were also heard at CVL in 2001, 2015, 2016 and 2020 87 and 2023 3,

Wheel er (1874) Ilisted it as a Orare summer vVvisitor, o me
whil e Palmer and Ballance (1968) state O0apypuwereMatriey ifnailr8 6
Charbonnier ( 1899 ) s a ya&curs hearly every winter. At Hambrook July 1891, Portishead December 29th

1891, Clevedon 1892, Novers 1892, Ashley Down January 1900 . Terry (1888) menti ol
Bat hampton 1826, at Lansdown 1857606.

British Birds vol 11 page 283 mention that in 1917 birds shot at Kenn Moor in the latter half of December
and at Locking Moor on December 26th were the subject of a prosecution. One was shot near Blagdon on
25th December, 1917  according to Blagdon Birds.

Davis( 1947) | i st sscadrce wirtes vis#tor though not infrequent during severe frosts. Among old records

are those of birds at Hambrook, Ashley Down, Portishead, Clevedon and Weston -super -Mare. Reported in
recent years from various localities including Bleadon 1925, Hallen 193 1, Nailsea 1933, 1945 and 1947 and
BL 1947 6 .

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus

A National rarity  with just one local record this century, seen and heard at dusk at BL on 27th May, 2020
[BBRC]

There are three twentieth century records:

1912 i caught by a dog between Puxton and Banwell on May 20th and now in the Exeter Museum British
Birds vol 6 pl123 [Naylor]

1958 i an immature bythe R Avon, Keynsham on September 28th [BBRC] [1959 ABR]
1993 i amale seenan dheard at CVL on June 23rd [BBRC]

In addition, there are two old records:

1789 1 shot perched on a stump of a tree on the bank of the R. Avon near Bath in autumn , mentioned in G
Mont aguds 1802 Ornithol ogthecld2¥ volDmedtofi o bh a t g a m@esheral History of Birds
[Naylor]

1864 1 an immature shot at Bleadon in mid -October , 1865 Zoologist page 9457 [Naylor] .
Charbonnier ( 1899) wrongly states -éupdariMairreed natOcWedtean 186506

There are two other old published records that are no longer considered acceptable;

two shot at Radstock in 1852 mentioned in Terry (1888) but not in Davis (1947) and considered not proven by Naylor
(2024)

one at Ubley in November and December 1916 mentioned in both Da  vis (1947) and Palmer and Ballance (1968) but
considered not proven  in Naylor (2024)

37Heard on seven dates between 13th March and 27th April, but not mentioned in ABR.
38 Heard between April 6th and 25th but not mentioned in the ABR.



192

Night Heron Nycticorax ny cticorax
A national rarity until 2002 and a local rarity since with t hree records this century:

2001 , an adult/second year seen briefly in flight at CVL on May 10th
2020, heard calling in flight over Weston -super - Mare on April 11th
2023, in flight at Saltford on November 9th

There were five records in the last third of the twentieth century:

1971 i an immature found at ICI works on Severnside on November 19th was cared for and then released

at CVL on November 28th and last seen on December 19th [BBRC] see Standring (1971) for fuller details

1983 T ajuvenile at CVL from November 6th until 30th [BBRC]

1986 i an adult near the R Avon in Keynsham from May 2nd until 5th [BBRC]. Although the BBRC report
gives this as an adult, Aldridge (1987) says it was a sub -adult (second or third  -year) and that it perched in

a willow at the end of Durley Lane.

Aldridge (1987) also mentions another, seen briefly at Saltford sewage works on 3rd September, 1987 T this was an
adult according to the observer; it was only submitted to BBRC in 2024 but not found proven (2023 BBRC report).

1992 1 asecond -summer or adult at CVL on June 4th [BBRC]

1999 i afirst -summer at CVL from June 10th until 12th [BBRC]

Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides

A National rarity  with just one record this century, a summer plumaged adult at CVL and BL from 2nd until
17th May, 2012 [BBRC]

There are two earlier records, both in the 19706s:
1973 i anadult at CVL on May 26th [BBRC]
1977 T Hutton Ponds, Weston -super -Mare o n June 1st [BBRC]

Rose (2000) mentions an 1867 record but that was at Slimbridge.
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Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

A national rarity until 2009 and a local rarity until 2021 , but now considered to be a scarce visitor,
particularly away from the Chew valley. This follows a massive increase in numbers since 2017.
At CVL it is often recorded in flocks, the record count being 74 seen on 28th December, 202 4.
2005 07 09 10 12 14 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 2024
1 1 3 1 1 2 2 11 29 10 41 38 45 71 74

Maximum single count each year this century when present

All records prior to 2021 are shown below:

[1963 i one, unringed, feeding in orchard at Portbury from October 29th until November 15th ] [BBRC but asanescape ].
Two were discovered missing from Whipsnade Zoo during the annual census at the end of the year, although the SBR

says these were pinioned and the Portbury bird was fully winged. At that time there were only four accepted records

for the UK.

1993 1 one in summer plumage at Littleton Brick Pits from April 24th until 27th [BBRC]*®

2005 71 Kingston Seymour from January 4th until April 17th [BBRC]

2007 1 CVL from October 11th until 13th [BBRC]

2009 i one in summer plumage at BL on June 8th , two adults and a juvenile at CVL on July 30th with the
juvenile on 31st, one adult and the juvenile from August 1st until 6th with the juvenile until 11th , CVL from

December 27th until  3rd January , 2010
2010 7 CVL on November 5th
2012 1 ajuvenile at Northwick Warth on September 9th

2016 T probably five, Barrow Gurney on November 19th, Weston STW from 19th until 22nd, CVL on 19th
and 30th, Toghill, Wick two from December 17th until 11th March, 2017

2017 71 an influx with at least 16 birds involved. Records from CVL (up to 11), Stanton Drew, Sandford,
Backwell Lake, Northwick Warth. One at CVL remained until 24th February , 2018

2018 1 another influx at CVL in the autumn from August 31st, peaking at 29 on September 21st and 23rd
with numbers remaining until 3rd February, 2019. Four at BG on September 15th [2019 ABR] , two at
Channel View Farm on September 3rd, at least four at BL on December 10th

2019 71 three at Bleadon Levels on January 4th and 8th, Backwell Lake on February 21st, CVL on April 22nd,

a small influx into CVL with ten on August 23rd slowly reducing until November 24th, Pilning Wetland on

October 21st and 22nd, Channel View Farm on October 2 3rd (not 24th as stated in ABR) , Tickenham on
November 7th

2020 71 inthe Chew valley one seen between January 1st and March 19th, CVL on May 21st, present at CVL

and surrounds from July 23rd into 2021 with a maximum count of 41, two at Yeo estuary on July 20th,

three at Pilning on July 31st, Pilning on September 1 st, Pilning on September 21st and 22nd, Saltford in
flight on October 20th, Pilning on October 23rd, Littleton -on-Severn on October 31st, Pilning on November
1st, two at Bleadon Levels on November 6th

3% An eastern race ringed bird was around CVL from July 17th 1994 until 1st May, 1995 and again on July 16th. Anotheramas the
7th July, 19972016 ABR]
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Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

A fairly common resident although uncommon as a breeding species. The graph below shows the occupied
nests this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: Number of occupied nests this century (there were no complete counts in 2020, 2021 and 2023)

Bland (1988) analyses local heronry censuses between 1954 and 1988 ; the number s this century are higher
than thosein his 35-year survey .

Wheeler (1874) sai d i howasndéommon, banks of Severn, occasion@al |
and Charbonnier (1899)  dgesident, fairly common & Davis (1947) said desident , frequent on the coast and
at inland waters and not uncommon in most lowland areas. Continues to occupy the well -known breeding

sites at Brockley and Banwell and since 1935 a few pairs have bred annually at Uphill. Small colony re -
established in Warleigh Woods Claverton 1944 after a lapse of about twenty years. Odd pairs recorded as
nesting near Winscombe 1919 and Uphill 1923 6 .
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Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

A National rarity until 1983 and a | ocal rarity since then with six individuals recorded this century:
2001 i a sub-adult at CVL on May 12th

2009 1 a sub-adult at CVL on May 10th

2014 1 a juvenile in flight near Walton -in-Gordano on September 29th

2017 i an adult at PWD from April 25th until May 10th

2019 -a first -summer at CVL on May 17th was later seen in flight past Stanton Wick

2020 i a second calendar year seen in flight at CVL on March 21st

There are seven earlier records , all from the second half of the twentieth century:
401963 7 an immature at BL from May 12th until 17th [BBRC]
1970 T an immature at CVL from April 20th until May 3rd [BBRC]

PurpLE HERON Ardea purpurea
S. One, Chew Valley res., Apr. 20-May 3 (RA, AH ¢l al.). Deep
neck pouch noted in flight; light brown wings with dark primaries;
dark streak on yellow-brown neck (ra). Record, second for County,
accepted by Brit. Birds Rarities Committee.
1975 1 CVL on September 28th  [BBRC]
1977 1 inflight at CVL on April 23rd , Gordano Valley on September 29th [in addendum] . Both [BBRC]
1981 T an adult in the Gordano Valley on May 10th [BBRC]

PURPLE HERON
SA An adult, Gordano Valley, May 10 (AFS). [BBRC]

Description mentioned its slightly slimmer shape and smaller size than
nearby Grey Heron; dark crown; lack of dark eyestripe; purplish neck with
long black line running down from head and dark grey back. Latter also
noticeable in flight, as was the "dark neck, with bulge hanging below body"

1983 i a sub -adult at CVL from June 25th until July 2nd

40 Although he 1983 ABR says the first Avon record was in 1939 | cannot find any source &dthiss not mentioned in Naylor
(2024) The 1963ABRsaysthe Blagdon record is the first for Somerset.
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Great White Egret Ardea alba

Local records have increased rapidly in recent years, partly linked to a national increase but also because
of regular breeding in Somerset.

The table below shows the increase in numbers since the first in 2002 ; a s recently as 2014 the maximum
6fl ockd wsinee 201% oit.has not been easy to calculate the number of individuals present in a year,

with birds moving between sites: in 2017 it was thought possib le there were as many as 65 . The table
below shows the maximum single count for each year.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Maximum single count each year

A national rarity until 2006, and a local one until 2016, early local records are shown below:

2002 i one seen from Flat Holm on September 22nd flew into Weston Bay [BBRC] 2006 ABR
2003 17 CVL on June 20th and 21st and again on July 11th and 12th [BBRC] see Davis (2003) for more
details

2006 1 inflight at Ladye Bay, Clevedon on April 6th
2010 i BL on December 31st 2012 ABR
2011 7 BL on June 11th, at CVL on October 14th and at ClI -Y on November 7th

2012 7 inflight at PWD on March 26th, past Portishead on April 8th, at Yeo Estuary on May 12th and at CVL
on August 20th

2013 i over Yate on September 26th, over Northwick Warth on 28th, a juvenile at BL on 27th then
commuted between BL and CVL until October 4th

2014 i1 probably five different birds, all at CVL; August 24th, September 22nd/23rd, October 23rd,
November 14th/15th, a different individual on 16th, from November 18th until 3rd March, 2015

2015 1 possibly 17 recorded with a flock of at least seven at CVL/BL in the autumn; recorded in every
month except June

2016 i probably 41 recorded with a peak flock at BL/CVL in the autumn of 26

Although Hayes (2019) mentions a 2012 record at Almondsbury/Patchway this was found not proven.
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Little Egret Egretta garzetta
An uncommon resident.

In line with the national trend, numbers have increased dramatically during the last two decades. The
largest count is of 80 at CVL on 17th November, 2024. The table below shows the maximum count each

year this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 201011 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Maximum count each year this century
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It is rare nationally as a breeding species but a pair raised two young locally in 2014 and pairs have been
seen either on the nest or displaying at the same site each year since. It is likely to have bred at a second
local site in 2022 and 2023.

It was a national rarity until 1991 and a local one until at least 1995, the early local records are as follows:

1965
1968
1989
1990
1992

watched for 30 minutes down to 35 yards on the Axe Estuary on May 22 nd SBR [BBRC]
Axe Estuary on August 28th [BBRC]

near Kingston Seymour on August 14th and in Yeo Estuary area until 22nd [BBRC]

a juvenile at CVL from October 10th until 21st [BBRC]

two at Axe Estuary from January 7th until 11th, a juvenile at CVL on August 9th

Terry (1888) mentions one shot at Bathampton in 1841 but this was dismissed in Davis (1947) and considered not
proven in Naylor (2024) .
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Osprey Pandion haliaetus

A scarce passage migrant but with increased numbers over the last decade. It is usually seen at the
reservoirs but more sightings have come from the coastal strip in recent years .

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Annual bird-days this century

The e arliest arrival  date is 20th March , 2014 over Westbury -on-Trym although the average arrival date is
April 8th. The latest departure is 6th Novem ber, 1988, a bird present since October 19th and commuting
between CVL and Litton : the average departure is on September 17th.

Up until 2008 it was considered a local rarity while Davis (1947) c al | e d odcdsionalwisitér in spring or
autumn.

Early published records are as follows:

Pre 1860 i shot at Tortworth Court Lake Davis (1947)

1887 1 an immature female captured on a boat in the Bristol Channel on September 22nd , Zoologist page
433

1914 i BL on September 4th Davis (1947)
1936 1 BLin May Davis (1947)

1938 1 BL on September 8th  SBR

1946 i BL on May 23rd [SBR with notes]



200

Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus

Alocal rarity with 1 3 individuals recorded this century:

2000 , four individuals T over the Gordano Valley on July 30th; two at CVL on September 28th, and over
Nailsea on September 29th

2008 , three individuals 1 atCl-Y on September 15th, a juvenile over Tr oo
on 18th

2010, two individuals T over CVL on June 1st, at Weston STW on August 22nd
2011 i over Northwick Warth on May 7th

2014 i amal e over St Ge o-super éMare onWelyslsto n

2017 1 at Walton Bay on September 11th

2024 i Gordano Valley on May 17th

There are 13 individuals recorded in the last third of the twentieth century:
1970 7 CVLon May 22nd [notes in SBR] 1971 ABR

1981 i to SW past Battery Point, Portishead on May 17th, to W over Hursley Hill, Whitchurch on September
4th

1985 T over Ashton on May 31st

1991 i flew west across the Severn estuary from New Passage on May 26th
1994 i over Bishopston on June 13th, a juvenile over Sand Point on October 1st
1995 T Weston Moor in Gordano Valley on May 5th, near Winford on May 31st
1997 1 BG on May 10th

1998 1 three over Tickenham on October 1st

MA.

The only definite report for the first part of the twentieth century is of a female obtained in Ashton Park in
June or earlier 1917 and held in the City Museum , Whichis mentioned in Davis (1947)

Wheeler (1874) me nt i dwost Léigh, no record of date 6and Terry (1888) says Oshot
Swai ns wi coktogiviwg dates. Davis (1947) says 6Very scarce visitor
Green reports (in litt) that two killed in the Tortworth area, c1879, (cf Mellersh, Birds of Glos, 1902, p15)

were for some time in the Gloucester Museum. A record of one at Blagdon re servoir, 1912, lacks essential
detail so.
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Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

A fairly common breeding resident, possibly also an uncommon passage migrant.

Wheeler (1874) ¢ a |l | e dsumnter visitorgyenerally distributed, frequent occurrence, breeds at Leigh and

Henbury, becoming scarce from continual destruction 6  w h Chlarbonnier (1899) s a y sesidént, fairly
common 6 . T922SBR s a i dbreeds in pgractically all the larger woods and many of the smaller, especially

in conifers. Scarcer than Kestrel but naturally more common where game preservation is least strict Owhile
Davis (1947) says @esident , common and widely distributed 0.

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis

The species has bred in South Glos several times in recent years.

At one large site  the single chick was found dead under the nest in 2021, in 2022 two young were seen in
the nest and in 2023 two young were seen and a second pair possibly bred at the site. There is now a small
resident population in the area with regular records throughout the year.

A pair were regularly reported from a different site between 2008 and 2010 and Hayes (2019) says they
bred there in 2008, raising two young, and 2009, raising three young

Elsewhere it is still a rarity with at least 3 6 individuals recorded this century ;

2000, at least five individuals i three females and a male at Leigh Woods on March 4th with a pair on 12th
and 19th, and a female at BL on April 22nd

2001 i a female at West End, Nailsea on March 16th

2002, two individuals T at Avon Gorge on February 10th, and at Milton on November 24th
2003 17 a male at Milton on February 22nd and April 17th

2004 i1 at OPS on February 28th, see  Middleton (2006)

2006 1 a female at Chittening Warth on November 9th

2008 , two individuals 7 at Wrington on February 9th, and a juvenile at Charlcombe on September 14th and
October 27th,
2009 7 an adult between Tickenham and Clevedon on April 19th [2015 ABR]

2011 i a first -calendar year female at Northwick Warth on September 14th
2012 i at Bradley Stoke on November 3rd

2013, four individuals T in Lower Woods on January 24th, a freshly dead first calendar year male at
Portishead on July 13th that had been ringed in Gwent, at Chipping Sodbury on August 21st, and a juvenile
at OPS on September 5th and 15th

2014, two individuals 1 at Walton Common on June 14th, and at Marshfield on September 9th

2016 i at Anchor Head on November 30th

2017, two individuals T a male at Marshfield on February 8th, and a juvenile at Cold Ashton on March 28th
2019 i at Tortworth on January 30th

2020, two individuals T at OPS on April 2nd, and at Lawrence Weston Moor on May 2nd

2022 i one was seen over Saltford on October 16th

2023 , three individuals 7 a female at Cribbs Causeway on February 10th, an immature at OPS on May 20th
and 22nd, a juvenile at OPS on July 22nd and 25th

2024 i a number of records from the coastal strip between Aust and OPS, one at Leyhill on July 30th
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Following areview inthe 2019 ABR , all published records prior to 1980 were either consideredtobe escaped
f al c o mirs, erdot adequately documented , leaving 30 individuals in the twentieth century considered
to be acceptable

1981 i Bucklands Pool on November 1st

1983 i afemale at BG on August 13th

1985 1 a probable male at ASW on October 26th, Clevedon Court Wood on November 22nd

1986 i a male at Clevedon on February 17th

1988 1 afemale at BG on September 10th, a female at Chapel Pill, Ham Green on September 10th
1989 1 Thornbury on June 25th, Leigh Woods on October 29th

1990 i a female over Leigh Woods on May 26th

1991 1 a pair displaying over Leigh Woods on March 23rd and 28th with a male there on 24th, a female at
Yeo Estuary on December 11th

1992 1 a pair over Leigh Woods on March 27th and 28th with the female (wearing jesses) again on April
4th, a male at Yeo Bank Farm on August 16th and 23rd

1993 1 BG on May 3rd, Dolebury Warren on September 23rd
1995 1 ASW on March 4th

1997 1 an adult at Flax Bourton on February 21st, a female at Weston Wood on February 22nd, a male at
the Avon Gorge on April 10th, a male at Severn Beach on July 6th, an adult at Brandon Hill on July 24th

1998 1 Sand Point on May 3rd, a juvenile male at Severn Beach on August 15th

1999 i OPS on 26th March , see Middleton (2006), a male at Leigh Woods on March 27th, 28th and April
1st with two on April 27th, a male at BL on April 2nd, Worle on July 25th, Milton on August 25th

The only nineteenth century record is of one shot at Claverton in 1833 mentionedin  Terry (1888) but this was dismissed
in Davis (1947).
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Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

An uncommon but increasing visitor and passage migrant that has wintered at CVL and some other sites
It remained a local rarity until 2008.

A pair successfully bred near Weston STW in 2019, raising three young, although the nest was on the
Somerset side of the River Axe. They attempted to breed again in 2020, with a nest inside the STW , but
both birds disappeared.

A a 167

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Annual bird-days this century

Although Davis (1947) s a y evidently no more now than a very scarce visitor othe only 19th century record
I can find is in Terry (1888) who .sTheyearliest stivantieth centuryl 8 R®ills wi t
are as follows:

1931 1 araptor , most probablya nold male Marsh Harrier, seem at Combe Down on four occasions during
July and August [SBR with notes]

1954 1 a juvenile at CVL from August 16th until at least 31st, a different female or immature at CVL on
September 19th

1960 i1 female or immature at CVL on October 22nd and 23rd latter date SBR
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Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
A local rarity recorded annually since 1995 and a total of 72 individuals this century, a third of which relate
to males.

o

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 0O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Individuals each year this century

There were 86 individuals recorded in the last 25 years of the twentieth century:

. /ﬁmﬁ Ay

84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 1999

1975 76 77 78 79 80 81 82

Individuals each year between 1975 and 1999

In addition, there were records for 13 years in the first 75 years of the twentieth century.

All published records are shown in Appendix 1

Wheeler (1874) descr i b e drard, has acsurred some years since , while Davis (194 %9y s a;

occasional winter visitor but perhaps more frequent than
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Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus

A National rarity  with three local records, all this century:

2011 7 a juvenile male on the Mendips , mainly Black Down, flew into Avon briefly on September 30th
[BBRC]

2016 1 a second -calendar year male at ~ Shire Valley, Marshfield on April 12th [BBRC][2017 ABR]
2023 1 a juvenile at Weston STW on October 25th.

Montagu & Harrier Circus pygargus

A local rarity  with seven individuals recorded this century:

2004 17 a male on Wavering Down crossed briefly into Avon on May 10th 4

2005 1 a second calendar -year male at Marshfield on June 21st and 22nd

2006 i a second calendar -year female at Chelwood on May 6th 2007 ABR

2008 1 a female/immature near Tormarton on May 12th

2011 i a second calendar -year male at Marshfield on July 3rd

2015, two individuals T at Weston STW on April 25th, and at Northwick Warth on May 15th

I n addition, there are a few records, published as Harri e
CVL on 13th October 2001 thought t o b,ePortesheadhora L5thauly M@, t a g u &
Portishead on 28th July 2012

There are ten records from the twentieth century , although a few are not definite:
1947 i a female, probably this species, flushed from marshy ground at Walton -in-Gordano on May 19th
SBR*?

1958 1 aringtail at Marshfield on May 25th was probably this species

1962 1 an immature at CVL on August 4th

1968 1 a female or immature at Sand Bay on May 31st, assumed on date to be this species
1982 1 afemale or immature near Marshfield on August 3rd

1991 i afemale flew in from the estuary and then east over Aust Warth on October 16th

1994 i first summer female at Yeo Estuary from May 19th until 23rd, a female/immature near West Littleton
Down on June 11th

1995 i1 a first summer at Wavering Down on May 3rd

1996 i1 afirst -summer female at Cl -Y on May 12th

Again, t here are a few records, published as Harrier sp, tha
on 22nd August, 1965  SBR, BL on 26th September, 1965 SBR, Sand Bay on 31st May, 1968 SBR, Lansdown

on 20th May, 1989, Norton Malreward on 26th August, 1993, and Axe Estuary on 29th May, 1994

There is just one nineteenth century record, from Tickenham in 1891 mentioned in both Charbonnier (1899)

and Davis (1947)

41 Not 8th as stated iABR
42 A 1955 record of a pair near Rowberrow were almost certainly outside Avon
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Red Kite Milvus milvus

A passage migrant and  an increasingly frequent visitor , as can be seen from the chart below showing the
bird - days for each year this century . The highest countis of 2 5 that roosted at Marshfield on 2 8th January ,
202 4.

Annual bird-days this century

A pair bred in the Cam Valley area  in 2020, see Carlisle (2020) and at other sites in 2024
The species was a local rarity until the end of 2005.

Wheeler (1874) s a y rare dne shot some years since 6 whil e Char boqnay soccutfed & Chéwton
and at Wraxall August1 8886 and Davisa Yldn@éktihgtas aresidentand now a very rare vagrant 0.

Rogers (2004) gives a full review of the historical status in Avon and Somerset.

Early records are as follows:
1858 1 shot at Claverton  mentioned in Terry (1888)
1859 i shot at Batheaston mentioned in Terry (1888)

1888 1 trapped at Chewton and shot at Cleeve Wood, near Yatton , both mentioned in  Blathwayt (1906)
Although Davis (1947) gives the trapped bird as being at Chewton Keynsham in August, 1890

1907 1 one at BL in the winter Blagdon Birds

1913 - one noted on five occasions in the hilly country between Flax Bourton and Wrington from December
20th until 30th , British Birds vol 7 page 299

1957 1 Tockington on March 3rd
1967 1 near Hunstrete on November 1st

1978 1 Clevedon on December 31st
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Black Kite Milvus migrans

A National rarity until 2006 and a local rarity since then witht hree records this century:

2010 i at Severn Beach on March 18th . This was probably the individual that had been present at a feeding
station in Wales until the 17th and thought possibly to be of the eastern race, lineatus.

2019 1 at Compton Martin on April 23rd
2023 i at CVL on September 8th

There are two prior records:

1983 7 Weston -in-Gordano on August 8th  [BBRC]
1994 1 Walton -in-Gordano on May 14th  [BBRC]

Although Hayes (2019) mentions a 2009 record from Marshfield this record was never submitted.
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White -tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla

A National rarity until 1999 and a | ocal rarity since then with just one modern record, a juvenileffirst -winter
at BL on 28th October , 2016 .

The situationis now complicated by a five -year reintroduction programme, led by Forestry England and the
Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation, which released 37 individuals on the Isle of Wight between 2019 and 2024 .
A bird from the project was seen locally in 2020 , three were seen in 2021 ,onein 2022 andtwo in 2024

There are two old confirmed records:
1861 7 an immature shot at Weston -super -Mare in late January , Zoologist p7380 and 7381 , [Naylor]
1871 1 an immature male shot at Dodington Park in  late December , 1872 Zoologist p2991 [Naylor]

Knight (1902) mentions thespecies 6 seen at Wi nscombe6 .Blathwayy(l996 saysn odniMa Tery's listin

the Handbook to Bath itis stated that a specimen was shot at Claverton in 1833 Obut Terry (1888) does not include this
species , maybe a mistake for the Goshawk shot at Claverton in 1833 he does mention ?

There are also a few records of eagles; Rogers (2008) mentions a large eagle sp shot at Ashton Court in late December
1694 ,a letterin Br i ti sh Birds vol 13 p219 mentions O6an Eagl e of asdthee
1927 SBR mentions an eagle seen near Weston -super -Mare on December 18th

Rough -legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus

Alocal rarity with justf ive old records:

1837 T shot at Swainswick, mentioned in Terry (1888)

1906 T seen at Clevedon on November 13th Zoologist page 469

1910 i Clevedon, found dead in October Davis (1947)

1971 T White Hill, Hinton Blewitt on September 17th SBR with notes
1974 i CVL on November 9th  SBR

Palmer and Ballance (1968) mention two pre 1950 records, from Blagdon and Shiplate, but | have been unable to
trace either of those. In addition, Rose (2000) mentions a 1909 record that | cannot trace.
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Buzzard Buteo buteo

A fairly common breeding resident, possibly also an uncommon passage migrant, the population has steadily
increased since the late 1980s, now widespread and regularly seen over suburban areas.

Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated the local breeding population as 1,500 pairs .Ina 38-year study by RJ
Prytherch, covering a 75 square kilometre site, the number of occupied territories increased from 13 to 119.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i trarewtws shal at Leigh 6 whDavie (1947) c al | e desident, although
uncommon and local has much increased during the present century. Now occurs over a considerable part

of N Somerset and breeds, perhaps more frequently than is supposed, in the Mendip area. Has recently

been reported from various localit ies in S Glos, including Clifton, Henbury, Stoke Gifford, Dyrham,
Rangeworthy and Wootton  -under -Edge 6 Bland and Dadds (2012) say that in 1954 there was just one pair

in S G los and nine pairs on Mendip but by 1983 there were around 50 breeding pairs.

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus

One record, a third calendar year pale morph at CVL from 11th until 15th February, 2000 having previously
been on the Somerset Levels and various other sites in the UK . 2001 BBRC

Although initially only accepted onto Category D of the British List, it was eventually promoted to Category
Aiin 2025. 2024 BBRC

Barn Owl Tyto alba

A breeding resident, uncommon after a long -term decline, but slowly recovering locally in recent years and
benefitting from conservation efforts in several areas. Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated the local breeding
population as 50 pairs.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tgenevalsdistéibuted, Leigh, Kingsweston, not common 6 w hCharkonnier
(1899) s a i rdsideént, fairly common 6. T9R8SBR s ai d i everywhere sGarcer than Tawny owl but
quite frequent and in some localities even rather common 0 a balis (1947) c al | e mksidént, widely

distributed but less common than Tawny Owl 0
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Little Owl Athene noctua

An u ncommon breeding resident thatis declining.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 0O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of sites for each year this century

Early records are of  single specimens obtained at Batheaston in 1834 , mentioned in Terry (1864) and the
first record for Somerset according to Wiglesworth (1917); and at Clevedon in 1878, 1879 Zoologistp 32 ,
although Blathwayt (1906) suggests the latter may have been an escape.

Other early records mentioned in Wiglesworth (1917) are from 1907, shot at Tickenham on January 3rd,
1908 at Pensford and 1909 shot at Wrington Warren . A pair bred at Pensford from 1910 until 1914 1914
Zoologist p 150

The 1928 SBR says it spread from the north and 6 Now uni formly common throughout
SBR says 6common in all/l s ui t atimbeeed gpEnacouatly like AshtgndPark. Bléntifyf we | |
at Wi nscombe but no great increase noted f or noWwacommaont f e

resident and widely distributed. Following the rapid spread from the centres of introduction (Northants and
Kent) colonisation began early in the present century

A Little Owl killed at Winscombe in 1859 and now in the Somerset County Museum, Taunton , Davis (1947)
was until recently regarded in error as a Tengmalms Owl
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Long -eared Owl Asio otus
A rar e local breeder and winter visitor

Pairs bred locally in 1991, at Compton Dando, in 2010, near Hunstrete and in four years between 2010 and
2015 at a site in North Somerset, with birds wintering at the N orth Somerset site until 2018.

During the 19806s and 9006s t hseveral sites.ITle species was recordedasntially a t
between 1987 and 2003 and between 2006 and 2018. The only record s since then are

2021 i a fresh corpse at Chittening on 7th February
2024 i Wickwar on November 24th

All published records between 1960 and 2018 are given in Appendix 1 and are summarised in the graph
below:

30
25
24

20

15 15

2000 2010 2018
It was rarer in the first half of the twentieth century, Davi s (19 4apparestlpnosnoréthan a scarce
and very local resident, perhaps also an occasional winter visitor or passage migrant. No breeding
i nformation f or ramddacarngtfind &y puleishedsetords between 1947 and 1960. The 1928
SBR said it was O6éuncommon. I n most pl aces occasional vV a
Portishead, Radstock and near Ubl ey while a speci.magdonfr o
Birds mentions one at BL in the summer of 1906.
There are few records for the nineteenth century, Wheel er (1874) rsaaaied iiPtorwas h&ad?d

c1890 - shot at Stapleton  Davis (1947)
1895 i Ashton Park Charbonnier (1899) |, killed in December according to Davis (1947)
1897 - Frampton Cotterell ~ Charbonnier (1899) , two shot according to Davis (1947)

Prior to 1906 i obtained at Bathford  with the specimen in the City Museum mentioned in Davis (1947)
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Short -eared Owl Asio flammeus

An uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, mainly on the coast . The largest count is of seven,
recorded on several occasions in 2011, 2012 and 2018.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Annual bird-days this century

The average arrival is on 21st September, ten days earlier than given by Bland (1992) with the earliest
arrival date on 3rd August, 2011 at Aust/Northwick Warths. The average departure is 1st May , the same as
Bland (1992) with the latest on 5th July, 2012 at ClI -Y

Wheel er (1874) ocsasiondl, Leigh, Partislseadd 6 whi | e Char bosiaiiogcurs occhstofaly)

in autumn, Ashton1891 6. The 1928 SBR says it is an 6irregular and
Has been flushed occasionally on Backwell Hill where probably as frequent as anywhere. Reported in past

years from Leigh, Portishead, Long Ashatld re,dvirdertvisitakMacommmang h 6 .
but probably occurs in most years. Recorded from various coastal areas including Avonm outh and Clevedon.

Has also been noted on Mendip and other inland localities 0.



213

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

A fairly common breeding resident that is under -recorded . Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated the local
breeding population as 250 pairs.

Wheeler (1874) s a y genedally distributed, Leigh, Stoke Bishop, Stapleton, Kingsweston 0 a @harbonnier
(1899) s a y mesidént, fairly common 6 . T628 SBR s ays i tcommansthrafighout district, most so
where there is an abundance of suitable timber 6 whDavisg1947) c al | erésident, comamon and widely

distributed 6 .
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Hoopoe Upapa epops

Alocal rarity with 27 individuals recorded so far this century:
2002 i at Norton Hawkfield on September 4th

2003 1 near Weston STW on May 30th
Blagdon Birds lists one at BL on 29th and 30th May but this record has never been submitted

2004 i at Yate from August 18th until 23rd

2008 , two individuals 1 at Dyrham on April 11th and 12th, and at Aust Warth and Severn Beach on April
27th

2009 , two individuals T at Bourton on April 16th, and at Doynton on 22nd
2010 1 near Thornbury on March 28th

2011, three individuals T at Clevedon on March 15th, at OPS on May 3rd, and at Weston -super -Mare on
May 9th

2012 7 at Sand Bay from October 25th until November 4th
2014 1 at Chipping Sodbury on May 14th
2015 7 at Withywood on August 6th

2016 , six individuals T at Sand Point on April 12th, at Hanham on May 9th and 10th, at Weston -super -Mare
on June 24th, at Langford on July 3rd,  at Tortworth on October 10th, and at Burrington on 28th

2018, two individuals T at Yate on April 15th, and at Marshfield mid - May
2019 i at Paulton on November 12th

2020, two individuals 1 at Saltford on May 2nd, and at Coalpit Heath on June 14th
2021 7 in an Arnos Vale garden on May 3rd

2024 i in a Claverham garden from October 9th until at least 11th

It was almost annual in the middle of the twentieth century and a pair bred in alarge garden at Midsomer
Norton on the Somerset border in 1977 ; three young hatched of which two fledged , see Eley (1977) for
further details . Breeding was also suspected near Bath in 1927.

All published twentieth century records are given in Appendix 1 and summarised in the graph below:

19271930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990
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It seems to have been rarer in the nineteenth century, Wheeler (1874) said it was 6ve
y e ar s . ahg onfy published records | can find are:

1850 1 shot at Weston, Bath, mentioned in Terry (1888)

1858 1 Weston -super -Mare, 1892 Zoologist, page 410

1860 T shotat Weston -super -Mare on October 20th , 1892 Zoologist, page 410

1862 1 shotat Keynsham on May 1st , Zoologist page 8162 and 1892 Zoologist page 410

c1870 7 Redland mentioned in Davis(1947) and presumably the édspring 18706 bi
1878 1 seen at Charfield on September 2nd  Zoologist page 392

1888 7 New Passage Charbonnier (1899)
Although Davis (1947) says 1889

1892 i one in spring with no site details Charbonnier (1899)

1895 i Bleadon insummer and Flax Bourton in April mentioned in Blathwayt (1906) , with the Flax Bourton
bird presumably being the O6spring 189586 record from Charb

Roller  Coracias garrulus

A National rarity  with a single local record, at Kenn Mooron 16th August , 1976 [ BBRC]

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

A fairly common breeding resident, distributed in small numbers on waters throughout the area. Bland and
Dadds (2012) estimated the local breeding population as 100 pairs.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i localwatcomdnon, Stapleton, Ashton, Avonmouth, Sea Mills 0 a @hadrbonnier
(1899) s a i résidént, not common near the city 0. o288 SBR s ai d i muiteMeguenbon streams.
Also, at Litton and BL, occasional at BG 60 whDaVise(1947) c al | erdsident, widkly distributed and not
uncommon on suitable streams. Fairly frequent at the reservoirs and sometimes reported from the coast 0.
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Bee -eater Merops apiaster

A national rarity until 1991 and a local rarity since with eight records involving 1 4 individuals this century:
2000 i at Sand Point on May 7th

2002 i at Wraxall CP on June 16th

2007 1 heard only at Severn Beach on May 13th 2020 ABR

2008 i at Ladye Bay on May 3rd

2015, seven individuals 7 over Saltford on June 7th,  and six at Woolley, Bath from 8th until 10th 43
2016 i heard only at Aust Services on July 31st

2022,two T at Nailsea on June 6th

There were three records involving ten individuals in the second half of the twentieth century:

1963 1 three over Weston Woods on April 23rd [BBRC]

BEE-EATER  Merops apiaster

S. Three, Weston Woods, Apr. 23, seen by R.A. who refers to
long glides and flaps while circling over trees, short single ‘croo’ calls
every few seconds and pale grey underparts. Record confirmed by
Brit. Birds Rarities Committee.

1966 1 CVL on August 15th  [BBRC]

1994 1 a party of six watched for ten minutes at Radford near Camerton on May 1st

The only other record is of four obtained from a small flock which visited Stapleton in May 1866 . Of these,

three are mounted in the City Museum [Naylor]
Although Wheel er (1874) states Ot hr ee Idafding(h868} diatesleshotfosirh ot by hi mo

There are two other old records from near Bath  but both are considered not proven in Naylor (2024); seen near Old
Widcombe Church in 184 5 mentioned in Terry (1864) although Terry (1888) changes the year to 1840, and shot at
Villa Fields in 1842  mentioned in Terry (1888) but not in Terry (1864)

43 ABR incorrectly gives date as 19th
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Wryneck Jynx torquilla

Thisis a rar e passage migrant, mainly in the autumn, with 66 individuals recorded so far this century, and
2017 the only blank year

2000, two individuals T at Yatton on September 2nd and 3rd, and at Uphill on October 1st
2001 i at Tytherington on September 20th

2002, two individuals 7 at Channel View Farm from August 24th until 26th, and at Saltford from September
2nd until 4th
2003, three individuals i at Northwick Warth on August 31st, at Thornbury on September 3rd, and at Severn

Beach on September 7th
2004 i at Cameley on September 9th
2005 i at Sand Point from September 10th until 12th

20086, three individuals i at Warmley from April 23rd until 25th, at Keynsham on September 15th, and at
Sand Point on October 9th

2007 1 at East Dundry on September 5th

2008, seven individuals I at Portishead on August 31st, at Keynsham on September 4th, at Kenn on
September 5th, at Charlton Field from September 12th until 19th, at CI -Y from September 12th until 16th
with two on 13th and 14th, and at Sand Point on Septemb er 16th and 21st

2009, three individuals T at Thornbury on April 26th, at Kingston Seymour on September 20th, and at
Kewstoke on September 20th and 21st

2010, two individuals T trapped at Northwick Warth on August 30th and seen on September 3rd, at
Nempnett Thrubwell on September 26th

2011, three individuals T at Bishop Sutton on September 10th, at Sand Point on October 2nd, and at RPD
from October 7th until 13th

2012, two individuals T at RPD on September 25th, and trapped at CVL on September 29th

2013, two individuals 1 at Tytherington on April 16th and 17th, and trapped at PWD on August 31st

2014, two individuals T at New Passage on August 31st, and at Dolebury Warren from September 2nd until
5th

2015 1 at New Passage on September 16th

2016, four individuals T at Hinton Blewitt on August 30th and 31st, two in Yatton on September 2nd, and
at Thornbury on October 1st

2018, two individuals T in a Brislington garden on August 25th, and at Chipping Sodbury Common on
September 5th

2019, three individuals T at Cl-Y on August 29th and September 2nd, at Chipping Sodbury Common on
September 15th, and at BG from September 29th until October 15th

2020, three individuals T in an Elberton garden on September 12th, at Saltford on September 16th, and at
OPS on September 20th

2021, five individuals T in a Dundry garden on September 4th, at CVL on September 18th, at Avonmouth
on September 18th, at Troopers Hill on September 20th, and at Keynsham on September 20th

2022, three individuals i Burrington Ham on August 23rd, ringed at Littleton Brick Pits on September 15th,
Sodbury Common on September 20th

2023, four individuals I Sand Point on August 26th, Sodbury Common on August 29th, in a garden at
Carlingcott on August 30th, Backwell on September 24th

2024, six individuals 7 Sodbury Common on August 19th, CVL on August 23rd, Aust STW on August 30th,

CI-Y on September 7th, Sand Point on September 14th, Saltford on September 16th
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It was less than annual during much of the twentieth century judging by the published records since 1930
which are givenin  Appendix 1 and summarised below:

1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990
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The last local breeding records were probably from Blagdon in 1920, which Palmer and Ballance (1968)
attribute to the report of the Wells Natural History Society, and Clevedon in 1916, which Palmer and Ballance
attribute to Lewis (1955).

The 1925 SBR called it O6rare. Seen in some Yy ®avisflo4ir)n sags ib c k |
w a sforrderly known as a not uncommon summer resident but has greatly decreased since the end of the
last century and now appears to be no more than a scarce visitor on migration. Often used to be seen on

the wooded slopes of Cadbury Camp € while for more recent years there are spring passage records from
various | ocalities including Backwel l 6. Pal mer and BdHhH anq
unt il 1907 and around IBwas cdartylcommaneriinlthe hiGefeénth .century, Wheeler

(1874) calderderiatl lay &di stri but ed <Lhoarbonaier (1899)s i said it vias wah suinreer
resident, fairly commond.

1829 i Alveston mentioned in Hayes (2020) as the first published record for South Glos
1889 1 nested at Failand  Davis (1947)
c1895 i nestedin Keynsham Davis (1947)
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Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor

A local rarity since 2014 with five accepted record s since then from :

2019 i CVL on March 5th

2021 1 Prior Park, Bath on January 9th, Shire Valley, Marshfield on March 5th

2023 1 one calling at Hawkesbury Upton on January 31st, a female at Cromhall on March 26th

The chart below shows the number of individuals in the 20 years prior to 2013, when it was classed as a
Gcarce and elusiveresident 6. The | ast proven breeding was in 2003 whe
site near Bath.

1994 95 96 97 98 99 2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 2013

Number of individuals recorded in the 20 years prior to descriptions being required in 2014

Wheeler (1874) 1isted it as 6éoccasionally met with, Lei gh
fairly canththe 1895 Zoologist ,on pages 22 and 273/4 details nest s found near Bath . The 1925

SBR mentions O&bapparently scarcer than Great SpotsuperdMa rHa®
while Davis (1947) said it was O6resident, widely distribut
reported than Great Spotted but, ow ing to its small size, is peeradBalancef t en
(1968) mention breeding records since 1950 for Leigh Woods, Cleeve Woods, Chewton Keynsham, Blagdon,

Ubley, Bishop Sutton and Stanton Drew
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Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
A fairly common breeding resident increasing both nationally and locally.

The breeding population has increased massively in recent decades, the BBS results showal 26 % increase
since 1994 but this may have peaked with only a 9 % increase in the last ten years, and the chart below
shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Wheeler (1874) s a i atcagionally met with, Leigh, Ashton 6 a @hdrbonnier (1899)  desident, a few pairs
nest every year in the immediate neighbourhood of the city 0. TIB25 SBR s ai d i tincréased
considerably of late and now almost common in well -timbered country 6 a n d 1985hHSBR dvell distributed
in parks, woodlands and timbered distric ts round Bristol, Numerous in Leigh Woods . Has certainly increased
round Winscombe in the last few years, is not confined to woods and often frequents gardens 6 Davis (1947)
sai d i tesiderd, tess@bundant than Green Woodpecker but fairly common in well -timbered country 6 .
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Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
A fairly common breeding resident, increasing nationally.

The breeding population is largely stable albeit fluctuating , the BBS results show a 11% decrease since
1994 but a 37% increase over the last ten years, the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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0.00
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Wheeler (1874) s ai d i genenallyslistributed, Leigh, Clifton Downs, Stapleton, Ashton 0 a @hdrbonnier
(1899) desident,common 6. T92&SBR s ai d i tomnvam svergwhere except where hedgerow timber

is scarce. Especially numerous Chew Valley where it has probably increased in recent years. Possibly a little

less common than formerly at Backwell 6 aDbaslis(1947) c a |l | eabidanttcondmon and widely distributed o}
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Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

A fairly common but declining breeding resident , the chart below shows the number of breeding sites each

year this century . The figures in the chart are significantly lower than the estimate of 400 breeding pairs

made by Bl and and Dadds (2012), but more than the 50 pair:
commonest raptor 6.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: number of breeding sites this century

Wheeler ( 1874 ) s asummerdvisitor generally distributed, frequent occurrence, breeds at Leigh and a year
or two since in St Vincent Rocks 6 while ChalB¥®dnhi et er@sident, comnson 66 and [D8@4V) s |
a sresident, common and widely distributed 0.
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Red -footed Falcon Falco vespertinus

A National rarity until 2006 with just one local record this century, a female at Northwick Warth briefly on
15th October , 2014 .

There are four previous records:

1967 T a male near Farrington Gurney on August 18th. [BBRC]

RED-FOOTED FALCON Falco vespertinus

S. Male, nr. Farrington Gurney, Aug. 18 seen by maT who
refers to uniform slate-grey plumage except for rusty under tail-
coverts and bright red legs. Record, first for district, accepted by
Brit. Birds Rarities Committee.

1973 i BG on October 4th  [BBRC] , SBR 1992 ABR

1974 7 an adult male flying across the Glos border near Severn House Farm, south west of Berkeley on
September 16th  [BBRC] GBR

1992 i a first summer male at Stanton Wick from May 30th until June 3rd [BBRC]

Merlin Falco columbarius

An uncommon and erratic passage migrant and winter visitor . Most are recorded on the coast and itis
scarce inland  (until 2008 supporting notes were required for inland records ).
The average arrival date is 8th September with an earliest of 5th August, 2006 from Severnside. T he

average departure  isby 22nd April with a latest on 27th May in both 1993 and 2021, both from Severnside

Wheeler (1874) saiditwas an odcasional summer visitor, two or three have been shot at intervals 6 wherea
Charbonnier (1899) s a i takenearly every autumn by birdcatchers, these are often immature birds 6 Davis
(1947) s a y winted visitor, uncommon but probably occurs in most years. Chiefly met with in coastal areas.

Recent records are of one at Stoke Gifford October 1945 and two, evidently on passage, at Clevedon late

April 1946 6
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Hobby  Falco subbuteo

An uncommon passage migrant and scarce breeding summer visitor . It is rare nationally as a breeding
species and the chart below shows the number of local breeding pairs this century

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 201011 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: number of pairs (confirmed and suspected) this century

The current average arrival date is April 16th , 13 days earlier that quoted by Bland (1992), while the average
departure date is October 1~ 2th, 1 8 days later than given in Bland (1992) . This means that the
has increased by a massive 31 days.

The earliest recorded arrival date is 30th March, 1990 at Winscombe while the | atest departure is 11th
November , 2005 at Dundry

The largest count is of at least 13 at BL on 12th May, 2021.

Wheeler ( 1874 ) | i st ed occasiomaksunaner viditor, first occurred some years ago 6and there is a
record of a young one caught in a net near Portishead in autumn 1874 1875 Zoologist page 4297 while
Charbonnier ( 1899) s aotcdrredat Chewton in 1885 and at Wrington on November 6th 1896 0.

Davis (1947) de s cr i b e dummear resident, ancothmon though perhaps often overlooked. In recent
years has frequently been noted at Stoke Gifford and Blagdon and has also been recorded from Dyrham
and Severn Beach. Reported in former years as being seen or obtained at Tortworth, Burn ett, Wrington and

elsewhere. Probably breeds in several localities but no definite records 0.

It was treated as a local rarity, particularly away from the reservoirs, until 1990.
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Gyrfalcon Falco rusticollis

A National rarity  with one local record, at CVL from 5th November , 1961 until 13th January, 1962 [BBRC]

GyYrR FavLcon Falco rusticolus

S. A falcon, too large for Peregrine, seen in flight and perched
at Chew Valley res. by P.J.C. and M.A.W. on Nov. 5 was con-
sidered to be a Gyr Falcon; bird, subsequently identified on frequent
occasions by G.S., remained until close of year and was seen by
W.A.H., J.A.McG., HW.N., the original observers and others.
Field notes include: large size; broad, rather bluntly pointed wings;
long tail; lack of distinct facial pattern and moustachial stripe; slow,
powerful wing-beats and when at rest, wing-tips falling considerably
short of tail. Identification confirmed by Brit. Birds Rare Birds
Committee. First record for Bristol Area and Somerset. (A large
falcon seen by R.S.H. at Downside Abbey, Nov. 6, was possibly
the Chew Valley bird.)



227

Peregrine Falco peregrinus

An uncommon resident, winter visitor and breeder which h as increased in the last two decades. It is still
rare nationally as a breeding species and the chart below shows the local breeding successes this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: number of birds fledged this century

It was considered a local rarity, particularly records away from the coast, until 1990.
Tully (1997) analyses the diet of the pairs that nest in the city.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i terywaes shai some years ago 6 wh e rChagbennier (1899) s a i d occuts
fairly often 6 Davis (1947) s a y residént, local and chiefly confined to coastal areas but fairly frequent inland

outside the nesting season. A pair bred annually in the Avon Gorge 1928 -1934 (Glos side except 1933).
Two eggs taken from a nest on Denny Isle April 1927 G Palmer and Ballance (1968) state that it bred on
Steep Holm from 1901 until 1940 when the eyrie was destroyed; they also mention breeding on Sand Point
in 1928 .
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Ring -necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri

A regular visitor, some records may refer to wanderers from the substantial home counties feral population
whilst others probably refer to escapes (in fact until 2006 all local records were treated as referring to

escapes).

In recent years the number recorded has slowly increased with some of the individuals remaining in an area
for some time.

R Q
\“ﬂ/w

2000 03 04 05 06 07 08 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Number of individuals each year this century
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Red -backed Shrike Lanius collurio

A local rarity  with nine individuals recorded this century:

2003, two individuals T an adult male at Corston on June 16th, a first -winter at Severn Beach on August
30th

2006 , two individuals T males at Winford on May 4th and at CVL on May 29th
2008 i a female at Portbury W harf on May 29th

2014 1 a first -winter at Sand Point from September 15th until 23rd

2017 7 a male at Horton on May 29th

2020 i a juvenile at Marshfield from September 5th until 9th

2021 i1 a male at Chipping Sodbury Common on June 6th

There were no records in the 19906s and only two in the
1985 i1 a singing male at Spaniorum Hill near Easter Compton on June 20th

1988 1 a male briefly in a garden at Frampton Cotterell on June 16th

Prior to that it had been much commoner. Although the last local nesting was in 1975, the previous nesting
had been in the 1950 6cwawditempted t in at leastf rive gyehrs. Nesting was regular before

that.

All published records up to 1976 are given in Appendix 1 .

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor

A National rarity  with a single local record, at RPD on 15th May, 1982 [ BBRC]
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Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor

A local rarity  with nine individuals recorded this century:

2004 i a first -winter at Chittening Warth on January 10th and 11th and February 8th

2005 i at Lansdown on March 28th

2008 i at CI-Y on October 10th

2009 , two individuals T at Lower Woods on November 23rd, and at Flax Bourton on December 12th
2010 i at CI-Y on October 30th

2011 /12, near Chewton Keynsham from November 23rd until 8th J anuary , 2012 and again from March 15th
until 23rd

2014 7 at Marshfield on October 27th and 28th
2016 i at Sand Point on October 25th

There are 20 records from the twentieth century:
1901 7 a female shot at Oakhill near Bath on November 30th , Volume 10, page 61 of BNS Proceedings

1920 7 Wraxall in November , mentioned in Davis (1947) and pr esumably the femal e
of Bristol o n BriishaBinub \wlr14 daget237

1928 1 half a mile east of East Harptree on December 8th SBR
1952 1 sea wall at Clevedon on October 12th
1962 i Lansdown, Bath on October 18th 1963 ABR SBR

1964 7 Ubley on November 28th
The SBR gives the date as 22nd

1971 1 Sand Bay on October 27th

1972 T Long Ashton bypass on October 19th

1973 i CVL on January 3rd, Dolebury Hill on November 2nd , BL (Holt Farm) on November 14th
1974 1 Sandford on January 19th

1975 i Stockwood on March 26th
ABR says this is Stockwood, Bristol but SBR says Stockwood (Mendips), which | am unable to locate

1979 T between Clevedon and the Kenn Estuary on October 28th

1982 i Filton Golf Course on November 26th

1983 1 Clevedon on March 6th  Rose (1992) , Filton Golf Course on April 6th 4
1985 i Sand Point on October 21st

1986 i SGW on November 15th

1987 i CVL on November 8th

1988 1 Clevedon on October 6th Rose (1992) 4

1991 1 Blakes Pool on January 24th

1999 i afirst -winter at ASW from January 24th until April 2nd visited Chittening Warth from February 14th
until 19th. It reappeared at Chittening on 2nd February , 2000 and remained in the area until March 27th

There are also a handful on nineteenth century records:
1840 7 two shot at Claverton mentionedin Terry (1888)
1871 7 afemale shotat Nailsea in March Zoologist page 2726

4 Hayes (2019) says this was the 1982 bird which had overwintered
45This record was never submitted, ts®urce is given as (pers comm)

s hot
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1883 1 shotnear Clevedon on December 15th 1884 Zoologist page s 69 and 150

1888 i Clevedon Davis (1947), shot at Abbots Leigh in December , BNS Proceedings vol VI page 115, Birds
Exhibited at Meetings

1891 i at Dyrham Park in January mentioned in Witchell and Strugnell (1892) and Charbonnier (1899)

Steppe Grey Shrike L. e. pallidirostris

A nationally rare  subspecies with one local record, at Chipping Sodbury Common on 29th August, 2022
[BBRC] , see Coller (2023)
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Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator

A National rarity until 1991 and a | ocal rarity since then with three records this century  (plus one record of
the badius subspecies) :

2011 1 a first -summer female on Sodbury Common from July 30th until August 21st

2013 1 a first -summer on Widcombe Common from April 21st until 30th

2017 1 a first -winter at Chipping Sodbury Common from August 30th until September 19th

There are three records from the late twentieth century:

1989 1 an adult at Marshfield on July 23rd [BBRC]

1993 i an adult male at Prospect Stile, Lansdown on April 30th
1994 i an adult near Thornbury on April 22nd

There is one acceptable nineteenth century record , priorto 1887 , &illed in Somerset , within a few miles of
Bristol 6 1888 Zoologist page 221 , Aplin (1892) [Naylor] . The 2011 and 2013 ABRs both incorrectly state
the site as the Marshfield area.

There is also a record for ¢1860, at Hale Well, Winscombe or Cheddar Wood, mentioned in Palmer and Ballance (1968)

who give the source as Compton. T (1882); Winscombe Sketches . However, the later Compton (1892) gives the site as

Cheddar Wood, so outside Avon. Anyway Naylor (2024 ) considers this record as not proven.

In addition, Charbonnier (1899) states Ohas occurred t wi ce,butithe date8 eefer toathed 1 8 9
editions of the Zoologist rather than the records; the 1852 reference (p 3474) is to a letter from Charles Prideaux of
Kingsbridge dated 24th April, 1852, who just says his collecti ol

date given; the 1892 reference is to Aplin (1892).

L. s. badius

A nationally rare subspecies with one local record, a first -summer male at Uphill from 11th until 13th June ,
2005 [BBRC]
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Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus

A rar e passage migrant in spring with s even individuals recorded this century:

2003 i heard at CVL on May 25th

2005 1 a male at Sand Point on May 4th and a female there on 11th

2016 1 song heard at Pilning Wetlands on May 26th

2018, two individuals T at Walton Bay on April 19th, and a male in song at Leigh Woods on May 13th
2022 i a male in song at Henbury on May 20th

It was slightly commoner in the twentieth century with at least 22 individuals recorded, mainly after 1950
1910 i amale at BL on May 28th Blagdon Birds

1954 i an adult male seen and heard in Leigh Woods on May 22nd (and still present following morning
according to SBR) , two calling first summer males at Littleton -on-Severn brickworks from June 11th until
July 2nd

1958 1 a calling bird in Blaise Castle wood on July 5th
1962 T a male at CVL on May 4th 1963 ABR + notes in 1962 SBR
1963 1 a male at Leigh Woods on June 1st
1966 i amale at Cleeve on June 16th
GoLpEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus
S. One, Cleeve, June 16 (Field, 30.6.66): “A yellow bird about
size of Blackbird with black wings and reddish-brown beak.”

1971 1 seen and heard at CVL on June 12th
1979 1 afemale found dead at Tockington on May 31st

1983 1 two quite independent but unsubstantiated reports of a male in the Dapps Hill/Bath Road area in
the summer Aldridge (1987)

1984 i a male seen at Shockerwick near Bath on May 27th

1985 1 heard calling in Leigh Woods on May 28th

1986 i amale seen from the coastal path south of Clevedon on May 4th , Leigh Woods on May 30th
1988 i a male tracked in Blaise Woods for three hours on May 21st

1990 i a male in Clifton on May 2nd , a male elsewhere in north Avon on May 17th

1991 i at Blaise Woods a male heard on May 30th and 31st with two males heard and seen briefly on June

1st, heard briefly at New Passage on June 2nd

Although Brown and Grice (2005) , st ate 606Gl oucestershire, near Bristol, pPainrelroe
the secretary of the RBBP has confirmed that the undisclosed site was almost certainly in Somerset, not Avon or

Gloucestershire

1992 i a male in the Gordano Valley on May 16th and 17th
1993 i a male at Pucklechurch from June 25th into early July

1995 1 a male at Sand Point on May 6th

There are only a couple of published records for the nineteenth century, although Palmer and Ballance
(1968) mention  a record from Leigh  priorto 1910 which I cannot trace.

1893 T a pair at South Stoke  near Bath in June mentioned in Blathwayt (1906)
Prior to 1900 1 obtained at Wraxall Davis (1947) ,6 n Mr A R Robinsondés coll ection
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Jay Garrulus glandarius
Af airly common br e &dallinmgtionsehavée atamed in the past.

The breeding population shows quite large fluctuations, the BBS results show a 37 % decrease since 1994
most of which is  over the last decade, while the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Wheeler (1874) s ai d i ¢commommwaonds 6 w hQharbmnnier (1899) desident,common 6 . T92&SBR
descr i be dconimon iramactiéally all the woods and in well -timbered areas like the Chew Valley,
frequently seen in the hedgerows 60 abadis (1947) s a y iesidént, common in woodland areas 0.
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Magpie Pica pica
A common breeding resident.

The breeding population has been largely stable this century although the BBSresultsshowa3 5% decrease
since 1994 butonlya 2% decrease over the last ten years. The chart below shows the annual percentage
fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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The | argest counts are of 170 roosting at Stockwood in December 1999, split between two sites and 120
roosting at Leap Valley on 26th December, 2005

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i genexadlysdistdbuted 6 a @hdwrbonnier (1899)  desident, common 6 . noe
SBR des cr i be domman inal butdhe open and poorly timbered areas inland and also common and
conspicuous on the coastal lowlands. Increased markedly during the war and is probably still well above

pre-war strength 6 w hDavisg1947) s a y esidént, common and widely distributed 0.
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Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes

A National rarity  with three , probably four, old records:

1887 i one ofthe Thick -billedrace (ssp caryocatactes) shotnear Wrington during summer and subsequently
acquired by the City Museum  , mentioned in  both Davis (1947) and Palmer and Ballance (1968) [Naylor]

1925 7 at Leigh Woods on April 28th , 1926 SBR [Naylor]
1968 i at Portishead on September 11th

NurcrACKER Nuwcifraga caryocatactes See p. 495.
S. One, Portishead (Power Station area), Sept. 11 (SEH).

Size of Jackdaw. Crown brown; shoulders, throat and breast dark, spotted white.
Wings, bill and tarsi black; tail black with white tips.

Mathew (1893) mentions one in the collection of Captain Tomlin of Taunton that was shot near Bath  but with no date.

Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax

A local rarity with four records this century:
2006 1 a Welsh bred bird was at Sand Point on April 19th and 20th
2016 1 at Uphill on January 27th

2023, four individuals T two at Sand Point on March 19th and 21st, two in flight at Steep Holm on October
15th

There are two old records from the first half of the twentieth century:
1900 i one flew along the edge of the cliff on Durdham Down on July 13th Charbonnier (1899)
1941 /42 i at Sandford inthe winter 1943 SBR

The only published nineteenth century record seems to be

1831 1 caught at Bathwick mentioned in Terry (1888)

Knight (1902) mentions O6a specimen formerly at Si dc o,talthsughiths
could be the specimen shot at nearby Cheddar in 1889.

t

(o]
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Jackdaw Corvus monedula
An abundant breeding resident and uncommon passage migrant.

The breeding population is largely stable; the BBS results show a 14% decrease since 1994 buta 3%
increase over the last ten years and the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924

15.00
10.00
5.00
0.00

-5.00

% change

-10.00
-15.00
-20.00

-25.00

The | argest count is of an estimated 5,000 roost  ing at CVL on 13th January , 2013

Wheeler (1874) sai d it cwamsnoa ©béesident, St Vi nc en tad@rbBrmier (1899)a n d

Gesident, very common 6 w hDavisg1947) s a i rdsidént, common and widely distributed 0.

Nordic Jackdaw C . m. monedula

This migrantraceisal ocal rarity with several records, probably involving no more than nine individuals, all
this century:

2008 , four individuals 1 at Somerdale, Keynsham from January 14th until 22nd with two there on 22nd and
presumed same at R Chew in Keynsham on January 23rd and March 3rd, at Marshfield on January 25th,
February 10th and March 1st, at West Harptree on February 6th and 7th and March 18th and 29th, and
presumed returning individual at Keynsham on November 26th , see Davis (2008) for more details

2014 i at New Passage on December 11th

2015 /16 1 at New Passage on November 6th with what was presumed to be the same individual again on
April 22nd and 23rd and 1stand 9th June, 2016

2016 1 at Tockington on April 23rd
2018 i at Severn Beach on December 13th and 17th

2019 i at Tormarton on November 13th

A bird photographed at CVL on 26th February, 2013 superficially resembled this race but was considered by the
observer to be local plumage anomaly.
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Rook  Corvus frugilegus
A common breeding resident which has declined recently

There are regular surveys of local rookeries, see table below

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2023

Avon Rookery nest counts

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i commaevergwhere 6 and Char b o n nreseent, ery omon & whi |
Davis (1947) s a i @sidént, common and widely distributed 0
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Carrion Crow Corvus corone
A common breeding resident.

The breeding population seems to be decreasing, the BBS results show a 4% decrease since 1994  but a
12% decrease over the last ten years. The chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Wheeler (1874) s ai d i locawesigdentbcommon on banks of Avon 0 a @hdwrbonnier (1899)  desident,

breeds regularly 6 . TLO26 SBR s a i d vaiies frod scarce to fairly common. Increased during the wa ré
while Davis (1947) c a |l | eresidént cordmon and widely distributed 0.
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Hooded Crow Corvus cornix

Alocal rarity with four record s this century ;

2003 i at BL on November 7th

2023 i at Puxton on March 13th

2024, two individuals 7 Severn Beach on April 18th, Shepperdine on November 26th

There were about 25 individuals recorded in the twentieth century:
1917 i near Kingston Seymour in December 1943 ABR
€1920 i Stoke Gifford 1943 ABR

1941 i Winscombe on 25th October SBR 1943 ABR

1943 i seen from a train on west side of Bathford on 1st December

1948 1 Saltford sewage farm from February 21st until April 19th at least, two frequenting a large garden in
Clevedon for ¢10 days in spring SBR

1952 i an adult at Hambrook on November 11th

1959 T Axe Estuary from July 12th until 15th

1963 1 Hallen Marsh on April 7th

1964 i amongst Jackdaw flock at Wraxall from March 29th until 31st, Ubley on April 19th
1969 i SGW on December 14th, 21st and 24th

1970 1 SGW January 18th and March 8th SBR

1971 i Chittening on April 4th

1976 i on Durdham Down on December 26th, Chew Stoke on December 28th
1984 i near Kingston Seymour, by M5, on January 4th

1987 i Axe Estuary in a flock of Crows on April 9th

1988 1 New Passage on October 23rd

1989 i Axe Estuary on March 22nd and April 20th

1992 T New Passage on May 2nd

1994 T New Passage on April 13th with another on 24th

The only specific published record for the nineteenth century | can find is of one at Puxton in the winter of
1897 Charbonnier (1899).  Charbonnier also says it was reported in the winter of 1883 but gives no location

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tarevihas®ccuired once or twice, but no exact locality known o}
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Raven Corvus corax

An uncommon but widespread breeding resident, and possibly an uncommon passage migrant which h as
increased in the past two decades.

The largest count is a flock of atleast97 at Black Rock Quarry , near Portishead , on 10th April, 20 22.

Breeding in the Avon Gorge resumed in 1993 and the graph below shows the number of breeding sites each
year this century

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24
Number of breeding sites each year this century (no published data for 2012 or 2013)

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t raw eesiderd, oatasionally at Leigh and Stapleton 6 while Charbonni
said it used to nest at Dyrham Park . Davis (1947) c a | | erdsident, locél and chiefly confined to coastal

areas. Breeds regularly on Steep Holm and, in some years, Sand Point. A pair nested annually in the Avon

Gorge 1936 -1940 (Glos side except 1940). Formerly bred at Badminton and Dyrham 6
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Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus

A rare winter migrant with large flocks forperiods i n 6irruptiond years.
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Total bird-days for each winter in which Waxwings were seen in Avon this century

2001 71 six in a Clevedon garden on January 9th, with one in the area on February 10th and four from 12th
until March 8th, and two at Odd Down on January 18th and 19th

2003 1 twofirst -winters in a Nailsea garden from January 26th until February 15th and again on March 13th

2004 /05 1 36 at Thornbury on December 30th were the start of an invasion in early 2005 with about 10,900
widespread bird -days up to April 26th with a maximum flock of 377 , see Bland (2005) for full details

2005 1 Severn Beach on November 20th 2006 ABR

2008 /09 1 nine at Nailsea on December 23rd and 24th with two there on 27th and 28th . A flock of up to 14
were seen in the same area on five dates between February 16th and 15th March, 2009

2010 i two at Clifton on January 6th, 20 at Shirehampton on 7th.

2010/11 7 birds were recorded from October 26th until 4th  April , 2011, a total of 2897 bird -days with a
maximum flock of 112.

2012 /13 i recorded from November 10th until 14th April , 2013, a total of 2735 bird -days and a maximum
flock of 60

2016 1 Redland on November 14th and 16th, Worle on 19th, and Clevedon on December 5th

2017 1 a total of 654 bird -days between January 4th and March 4th with a maximum flock of 17
2019 1 Westbury -on-Trymon February 16th

2023 /24 1 one in a Frampton Cotterell garden on November 2nd, a small influx from late December until
2nd March, 2024 with a largest flock of 25.

Numbers were much lower in the twentieth century with only a couple of counts in double figure s. Davis
(1947) called it an O6occasional winter visitor. Has beer
Ashton, Butcombe and Winscombeo.

1918 i shot at Banwell on January 3rd British Birds vol 11 page 210
1943 1 Clifton on October 30th
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1947 i five at Henleaze on January 5th and then up to eight until February 17th, four or five in Stoke
Bishop/Westbury -on-Trym/Horfield in  the first ten days of February, c12 at Redland on February 9th, one
at Filton on 23rd , Odd Down on February 5th with two on 11th, two  at Bathampton on February 16th with
one on March 12th, Walton - St-Mary, Clevedon on March 2nd

1957 1 threein a Clevedon garden on December 15th , Royal Victoria Park, Bath on December 8th and 15th
1958 i Auston January 14th |, twoin a Fishponds garden on February 8th

1959 1 Shirehampton garden on November 14th

1961 i six at Winford Hospital on November 20th SBR

1962 1 two or more in Bath from mid -February until late March being seen at Lansdown, Victoria Park,
Upper Weston etc

1965 i two in Stoke Bishop on December 9th, three Wrington Warren on November 21st, two at Clevedon
on December 11th , Hartcliffe in December

1966 i ten at Long Ashton on January 3rd, Downend Wood on February 13th

1970 T up to three at Frampton Cotterell on November 17th, Clifton Down on December 31st, two at
Cleeve “¢ on December 4th , Southville on December 31st

1971 i Hallen on December 5th

1978 i Filton garden on February 10th and 11th

1981 i three at Keynsham on November 28th and 29th
1988 1 Nailsea garden on October 11th

1996 1 between eight and 20 birds between February 7th and April 4th with records from Portishead,
Clevedon, Worle, Farrington Gurney, Mangotsfield and Yatton

1999 i afirst -winter at Thornbury from February 7th until 9th

It seems to have been even rarer in the nineteenth century, Wheel er (1874) sai d it we
occurred at intervals, Asht ocaledicandwiChhebownsietrof 188B83% occ
but of | ate years its visits have been rareb.

1832 1 shot at Charlcombe mentioned in Terry (1888)
1 8 5 0i6shot at Weston -super -Mare 1861 Zoologist page 7312
c1860 i shot at Hale Well, Winscombe, mentioned in Knight (1902)

46 presumably the birds reported from Goblin Combe in SBR
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Coal Tit Periparus ater

A fairly common breeding resident, probably also an uncommon passage migrant. Bland and Dadds (2012)
estimated the local breeding population as 3,000 pairs.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t lowakresidemt, L&igh Woods, Stapleton 6 a @harbonnier (1899)  desident,

common 0 . To26 SBR s ai d i frequeatspreférs admixture of conifers to purely deciduous woods o}
while Davis (1947) c a | | erebidant; widély distributed and common in coniferous woodlands but generally

less abundant than either Great or Blue Tits 0.

Al t hough Hayes (2019) mentions | ocal sepordsegrhefset hecoodsi mawte

submitted.

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris

An uncommon breeding resident. Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated the local breeding population as 250
pairs.

Wheeler (1874) said i t wagenemlly distributed resident 6 a @hdwrbonnier (1899)  &esident, common,

the least abundant of the Titmice . The 1926 SBR s ai d i tcommenser that Coal Tit though both are
frequent. Perhaps outnumbered by Coal Tit in Clevedon -Wraxall district 6 aDaslis(1947) c al | erebidantt 6

common and widely distributed but much less abundant than either Great or Blue Tits 0.
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Willow Tit Poecile montanus

Alocal rarity with 2 1 individuals being recorded this century:

2001 , three individuals i two near Flax Bourton on January 1st, one at BL from March 17th until 24th
2002 i at Abbots Leigh on December 17th

2003 1 two at Cameley on March 19th

2004 i at Inglestone Common on April 21st

2005 1 a juvenile in Lower Woods on July 3rd and 5th

2009 i at Lower Woods on November 29th

2010 71 two in Lower Woods on June 13th and July 25th

2011 , five individuals 1 at Inglestone Common on January 30th, two in song at Lower Woods on April 20th
with a third on 25th, and one there on July 30th

2015 7 two at Lower Woods on December 23rd with one on 28th
2019 1 at Wetmoor on April 16th
2020 i atLadyd6s Wood, Wetmoor on April 20th

2022 7 a male in song at Freshford on March 5th

It has occasionally bred, in 1963 at Abbots Leigh, in 1971 at Inglestone Common and in 1987 at Cadbury
Hill, Yatton. Bland and Dadds (2012) state that the 1968 - 72 breeding atlas found breeding proved in three
10 km squares and possible or probable in another four.

Over 110 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century, all the published records are given in Appendix
1 and summarised in the graph below:

14

12 12

10 ® 10

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990

| cannot find any nineteenth century records, neither Wheeler (1874) nor Charbonnier (1899) mention the
species and Palmer and Ballance (1968) give no records before 1900.
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Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus
An abundant breeding resident.

There is evidence of a recent decline in the breeding population, the BBS results showa 37% decrease since
1994 and a decrease of 19% in the last ten years. The chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tesiderd, sburidant everywhere, woods, gardens, etc 6 a @harbonnier (1899)

Ggesident, common 6 a Dadis (1947) dGesident, common and widely distributed 0.
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Great Tit Parus major
An abundant breeding resident.

There is evidence of recent decline in the breeding population, the BBS results showa 28% decrease since
1994 and a 19% decrease over the last ten years. The chart below shows the annual percentage
fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
40.00
30.00
20.00

10.00

% change

0.00
-10.00

-20.00

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tesiderd, sburidant everywhere, woods, gardens, etc 6 a @harbonnier (1899)
gesident, common, the most abundant of the Titmice 0 a Dbavis (1947) desident, common and widely
distributed 6 .

Continental Great Tit P. m. major

1938 i one found dead in Cotham Park on February 4th had been ringed as a nestling at Bautzen, Saxony
on 20th May, 1937

This was the first British recovery of a continental ringed Great Tit British Birds vol 31, page 352.
Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus
A National rarity until 2015 and a | ocal rarity since then withrecords of sixindividuals from two sites locally

2012 i two at Portbury Wharf on January 15th [BBRC]

2021 /22 i three at Weston airfield from March 6th until April 14th and again from December 21st until 20th
March, 2022 with two remaining until 31st March

2023 1 one at Portbury Wharf on October 29th

Although Hayes (2019) mentions a 2015 record this was found not proven.
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Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus

This species, which was first recorded locally in 1965, was a local rarity until 2023. By that time at least
320 individuals had been recorded, the majority at CVL.

The initial records in 1965 were part of a national irruption but after that it was recorded in 25 of the
remaining 34 years of the twentieth century. This century it has been annual since 2010 with an average
of 11 individuals annually over the last ten years.

Two thirds of all the individuals this century have been recorded at CVL; in the twentieth century it was
nearly 85% of the individuals. Although there are records from 14 sites away from CVL none of these host
the species regularly; the most popular are BL (three years), Sand Point (three years although the last was

in 1988) and Weston STW (with records from four years),

At least one pair bred at CVL in 1991.

All the published records while it was a local rarity are given in Appendix 1 .
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Woodlark Lullula arborea

Thisisnowa local rarity with 38 individuals recorded this century (18 of those in the last five years) , mainly
as passage migrants  in autumn .

2001 i flew south over Chittening Warth on October 7th

2003, seven individuals T six at Long Ashton from November 7th until 10th, and one at Severn Beach on
November 26th

2006 1 four during a migration watch at Axe Estuary on October 27th

2007 i at PW on November 5th 2008 ABR

2010 i flew over Northwick Warth calling on October 15th

2012 i at Sand Point on October 27th

2015 i at Sand Point on October 18th

2016 1 sound recorded at Churchill on July 13th

2017 1 at New Passage on October 29th

2018, two individuals T at Severn Beach on June 1st, and at Northwick Warth on October 7th

2020, four indiv iduals T two in flight at Middle Hope on April 9th, in flight at Aust Cliff on October 14th, in
flight at Saltford on October 16th

2021 i at Sand Point on March 30th

2022, three individuals T Wainds Hill on April 11t h, CVL on July 11t h,
2023, two individuals T Severn Beach on April 20th, Aust Services on October 15th
2024, eight individuals -Aust Cliff on March 10t h, Severn Beach on A

23rd, Aust Cliff on November 5th with another on 8t h, Mi ¢
November 10t h

It was much commoner in the first half of the twentieth century with records during the breeding season
until at least 1960. Itthen declined and,al t hough 24 individuals were recorde:
19 7 Q éhere were only three individuals in the 4880H6wo in the 19906s.

QR R

1961 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 1998

Number of individuals each year between 1961 and 1999

Davis (1947) said it was 6l ocal and in the breeding season
Hill and other Mendip areas. Has also nested at Clevedon, Failand, Worlebury and doubtless elsewhere.



250

Probably not infrequent, and perhaps breeds, in the sout
mention O6most regular in woods and heaths from Leigh and
S Mendips from Bleadon to Wells. Most are sedentary, spr eading to stubbles in late autumn and winter with

some autumn passage and local movement in winter.

The 1925 SBR says o6widely scattered in western half of
increasing. Occurs at Weston  -super -Mare. Seen at Chew Stoke, Winford and Cleeve and has become more

general in the Backwell district where parties of eight o r ten together are frequent i
SBR &till decreasing about Winscombe but a few pairs still left. It is still quite frequent in the area, showing

a preference in the breeding season for the bush sprinkled slopes of the hills rather than the tops 6 .

All the published twentieth century records are given in Appendix 1 .

| cannot find any specific records published for the nineteenth century but Wheeler (1874) s ai d i lbcalwa s

Leigh, Shirehampton 6 and Ch ar b80M) nsaice degularly found in the district but has become rarer
during the last few years. There seems to be no record of its nesting 0.
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Skylark Alauda arvensis
A common breeding resident in appropriate habitat, also a passage migrant and winter visitor.

The breeding population has decreased significantly in recent decades; the BBS results show a 51%
decrease since 1994  although only a 7% decrease over the last ten years. The chart below shows the annual
percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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The largest count is of 2,000 at Marshfield on 17th December, 2010

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i tabuwdansresiient 6 a Ghhrbonnier (1899) Gesident, common 6 w hDalise
(1947) c al | erésidént, codmon and widely distributed and often in great abundance following winter
immigrations 0 .
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Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris

A local rarity , with four records involving five individuals this century:

2004 i at Severn Beach on January 24th and February 11th

2010, three individuals 1 two at OPS on January 8th, and one at BG on April 24th and 25th
2017 i at New Passage on October 28th

Ten individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1960 i a male on the foreshore at Severn Beach from January 31st until March 4th

1963 7 CVL from February 3rd until March 10th, Sand Point on November 6th Palmer and Ballance (1968)
1964 i an adult male at Sand Point on October 18th

1977 i Severn Beach from December 5th until 11th.

1983 i Sand Point on October 23rd

1994 1 Kenn Estuary on November 21st and 23rd

1997 /98 1 CI-Y on November 19th with two on December 17th and three from 20th until 6th January , 1998,

with two until 10th and one until 16th

The 2004 ABR states O6November 1997 to Febr ua althoughdcardotintd awpbasisp t o f
for the increased number or stay

Four individuals were recorded in the nineteenth century:

1866 1 at Ashton Charbonnier (1899)

1873 i caught near Bedminster and retained in the Zoological Gardens Wheeler (1874)
cl874 T caught at Wraxall mentioned in Mathew (1893)

1894 1 shot at Avonmouth  on October 19th 1895 Zoologistp age 67
Not 1884 as suggested by 1994 ABR
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia

A fairly common passage migrant; local and uncommon breeding summer visitor.

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding success: Estimate of the number of breeding pairs this century

The largest count is of 7,000 at CVL on 7th April, 2008.

The average arrival date is now March 7th, 11 days earlier than given by Bland (1992) with an earliest
arrival on 2 0th February, 20 21 at Cl-Y. The average departure is October 6th, three days earlier than given

in Bland (1992) who gives a latest departure  of 18th November, 1976 , although more recently the latest
was 29th October, 1991, when five were at BG and one at BL

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t losmlsssmmar visitor, Stapleton 0 a @hdrbonnier (1899)  &Gummer resident,
common, nestsinthecity 6. T928 SBR said it was ot common as a breeding species owing to lack of
suitable banks, gravel pits etc. A few small colonies, chiefly in drainage holes of walls eg at Pensford,

Clutton, Brislington and Keyns ham. Often abundant during passage seasons at BL and to a less extent at

BG and Litton 6 Hellyar (1927) mentions several colonies in Bristol.

Davis (1947) cal | e d summer eesidént locally, but chiefly a passage migrant often occurring in

considerable numbers at the reservoirs and similar places. In the absence of normal breeding sites small

colonies nest in drainage holes of retaining walls and embankments. Such colo nies have for long been

known within the city boundary and have been reported from Keynsham, Long Ashton, Backwell, Radstock

andelsewhere 6 Pal mer and Ballance (1968) mention éregular breed]

Meads and Parson Street  stations, Batheaston and Keynsham. Since 1955 has also bred Pensford, CVL,
Saltford, Bath and Litton. Bred in 1920s and 1930s also at Radstock, East Harptree, Clutton, Long Ashton
and Backwell, no colony exceeds 10 pairsbo
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Swallow Hirundo rustica
A common passage migrant and common breeder.

The breeding population is decreasing; the BBS results show a 35% decrease since 1994 and a 4 1%
decrease over the last ten years. The chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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The average arrival is now on March 17th, ten days earlier than given by Bland (1992) while t he average
departure is on November 9th, six days later than given by Bland (1992)

The earliest recorded arrival is on 7th February, 1967 at Weston Introduction to the 1967 ABR . while the
latest departure was on 17th December, 2013 at New Passage

The highest count is of 14,000 moving S / SE in 2.5 hours from 10.30am at CVL on 1st October, 2000.

Wheeler (1874) s ai d it cawemen sammér visitor, everywhere 6 a EGhhrbonnier (1899) Gummer
resident, common 6 w hDavisg1947) s a i suimnder resident, common and widely distributed 0.
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House Martin Delichon urbicum

A common passage migrant and breeder which is declining.

The local breeding population is decreasing significantly; the BBSresultsshowa n 82% decrease since 1994
and a 54% decrease over the last ten years. The chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

The percentage of BBS squares recording the species has

25% in the last five years.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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The largest counts are of 5,000 ,all from CVL on several occasions - mid -September 1986, 9th, 10th and
14th September, 1989, 23rd August, 1992 and 6th and 7th September, 2008.

The average arrival is March 23rd, eight days earlier than given by Bland (1992) with an earliest arrival on
4th March, 1997, three at ClI -Y. The average departure is October 28th, nine days earlier than given by
Bland (1992) with  the latest departure on 5th December, 2004, four at Bathampton

Wheeler (1874) s ai d it camemen sammér visitor, everywhere 6 a ehhrbonnier (1899) Gummer
resident, common 6 w hDavisq1947) s a i suimnder resident, common and widely distributed 0.

Red -rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica

A National rarity until 2006 and a | ocal rarity since then with two record s this century

2012 i perched on wires over an Alveston garden on May 1st

2022 i flew past Severn Beach on April2  2nd

There are four previous records as follows:

1970 7 SGW on June 7th [BBRC]

1977 7 New Passage on September 16th [BBRC]
1988 7 New Passage on April 22nd  [BBRC] 1992 ABR
1990 i CVL on October 20th [BBRC] 1992 ABR

f
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Cetti 6s WaOethalcettr

An uncommon resident  at suitable sites  thatf irst definitely bred  locally in1995. Itwas a national rarity until
1977, and a local rarity if away from established breeding sites until 2008.

Local records prior to the first proven breeding are listed below:

1975 - CVL from February 25th until April 20th, trapped and ringed [BBRC]
SBR says trapped on February 25th, o6éapparently same bird briefl
1982 1 CVL ringed on December 29th remained until 20th February , 1983

1983 i CVL on October 6th

1989 i a female ringed at BG on April 23rd  and still present on  24th. It was retrapped on July 30th at
Littleton brick works ~ where ajuvenile  had been trapped on 23rd; both were still present on 30th, suggestive

of successful breeding

Although the above r  inging dates differ from those quoted in ABR the dates have been confirmed by the ringers.

1990 i trapped at CVL on April 1st 1992 ABR

1992 i three at CVL on October 31st with four next day ; a male was heard in song in December, with four
birds still present on and a male and two females were ringed by CVRS on 23rd; two were seen from 29th
until March 28th 1993 with a male in song on January 16th

1993 i a male in song at CVL in March Vinicombe (2001), a male in song at RPD from April 12th until May
29th, an immature female ringed at CVL on September 26th , heardat Bl a k e 6 son Wowember 7th, CVL
on November 11th

1994 1 at CVL on January 9th and 23rd, heard calling at Littleton Brick Pits on April 24th, male in song at
Channel View Farm on April 29th, juvenile trapped at CVL on July 23rd ar heard at Bl akeds
September 11th, heard at CVL on October 11th

1995 i breeding confirmed at CVL where a male and three females raised at least 20 young, nine of which
were ringed , one at Bl akeb6s Pool in October and November with

Bailey (2018) provides details of how the population at CVL built up.

1 f K2dza3K GKS ! . w alea WOSNIIAyfe y2G NBINBR |G GKA&a aAras
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Long -tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus

A common breeding resident.

The breeding population has decreased significantly , the BBS results showa 62% decrease since 1994  and
25% decrease over the last ten years , the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t tolerably commmah resident & a @harbonnier (1899)  Ggesident,common & . The
1926 SBR s ai d i tomman @nd dncreasing. Suffered very sever ely winter 1916 -17 but some survi ved

in more sheltered parts 6 a Bavis (1947) c¢ al | e msidént, codimon and widely distributed, numbers

sometimes much reduced following severe winters 0.
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Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix

A scarce spring passage migrant

13

12
11 11

10 10

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 O7 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24
Passage totals in spring each year this century

The average arrival date  is April 20th, one day earlier than given by Bland (1992) . The earliest arrivalis on
31st March, 1968 (  the introduction to the 1968 ABR mentions them being in song by this date but without
a location) .

The last recorded local breeding was in 1996 (a pair with five nestlings at Walton Moor) and prior to that
1988 (Clevedon Court Wood), 1985 (a nest with six eggs in Blaise Woods that was predated) and 1979
(confirmed at Ashton Park and Leigh Woods)

Bland (1992) mentions there only being eleven autumn records with an average departure date of August

25th and he gives a  latest departure  of 18th September, 1977 . Since 2003 supporting notes have been
required for autumn records as they are so scarce , with published records from 1986 (Eastville Park  on
August 17th), 1987 (near Leigh Woods on September 1st), 1993 (OPS on July 17th), 1997 (Sand Point on
August 12th), 1998 (Gordano Valley on August 13th), 2000 (New Passage on August 28th), 2003 (Gordano
Valley on August 14th and CVLon August 21st), 2008 (oB duyr7th)p2009 $AlmeGndsbuyn
on August2nd and PWD on August 24th) and 2016 (Sand Point on August 8th and Knowle on August 9th).

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t summes visitor, éolerably common, in woods 6 a Rlayne (1895) said it was
abundant in Leith Woods. The 1925 SBR s a i fdequént in wooded districts but local. Common in Leigh
Woods and breeds some years at Compton Martin. Regular in small numbers to woods in Farrington Gurney

and Clutton district. Sparingly in Backwell district and a pair or two annually at Pensford. Fairl y frequent
Weston -super -Mare . Davis (1947) c¢ a |l | e dsumnter resideit locally, uncommon but nests more or less
regularly in most suitable woodlands 6. Palmer and Ballance (1968) states
Woods, area from Ashton Park to ClI evedon, Bourton Combe, Cleeve, Brockley Woods, Wrington, valleys

around Bath and Weston Wood©é6
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Yellow -browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus

A local rarity first recorded in 1986 with 80 individuals recorded this century so far:
2001 i a juvenile at Old Passage on October 12th

2003, two individuals T at Clifton Down from October 23rd until 27th, and at CI-Y from November 4th until
7th

2004 i at Wains Hill on October 29th and 30th 2005 ABR

2005 , two individuals T at CVL on September 24th, and at Sand Point from October 6th until 8th
2006 , two individuals T at PW on September 22nd, and at Sand Point on October 24th and 27th
2007 , two individuals T at Filton on February 4th, and at Sand Point on October 7th

2008 , five individuals 1 at Chew Stoke STW from January 29th until February 21st, trapped on Steep Holm
on September 26th, trapped at Cameley on 27th, at Sand Point on October 11th, and at Dundry on 27th

2010 i trapped in the Gordano Valley on November 14th
2011 , t wo individuals 1 at Worlebury on October 22nd, and at Dundry on 27th,

2011/12 i trapped at CVL on December 29th |, retrapped on January 1st and remaining until  12th February ,
2012

2012 , three new individuals I at Bedminster on September 29th, at OPS from November 17th until 29th
2013 ABR , and at Midsomer Norton on December 19th

2013 1 at Chipping Sodbury from September 30th until October 2nd

2014 , five individuals 1 at Bath on March 22nd, at CI-Y on October 11th, at Sand Point on 19th, at Wellow
Brook on 20th, and trapped at CVL on 25th

2015, sixindividuals 1 two at Sand Point on October 4th with one on 20th and 28th, at Weston -super -Mare
on 5th, at Yate on 13th, at Chew Magna on 23rd, and at Wains Hill on 28th

2016, nine individuals 1 at Aust Services from October 7th until 9th, one trapped at CVL on 8th and
retrapped on 16th, at Miltonon 9th, at CVLon 13th, at Saltford on 17th, at Severn Beach on 21stand 22nd,
at Worle from 28th until 30th, at Bath on December 2nd, and at Eastville Park from 18th until 20th

2017 i New Passage on September 24th

2018, nine individuals 1 at Sand Point on October 16th and 17th, at Rownham Hill on October 16th, at
Saltford on October 18th, at Wains Hill on October 19th, in a Horfield garden from October 20th until 25th,
at Prior Park Bath on November 2nd, in a Thornbury garden on November 10th, at PWD on November 10th

and 11th, and at PWD on November 18th

2019, three individuals 1 at Weston -super -Mare recycling centre on October 15th, and two at Sand Point
on October 19th

2020 , fourteen individuals T ina Kingswood garden on September 30th, at Bl akedsonPodhbels,tat
Weston STWobelrdtitt apmedii ngaetdi ttl et on Brichledtihh sSaomnd @ot nt
Ocdbedth wuntihedradMi,|] ton, -WhlatenomwmbO®krithearadWai ndsorHi @dter
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11t,&atCl evedon Pobéwvoh @aotd altGhew St okeoboeir7@&@tSand Poi nembrerrNc
6t,hatSand PoniNotv eomble&t, AhtRoyate Hill, BrmbxefoHat8al DeEor dembe De
23rd andagdtiBr aadl ey St oke gamhenBtdn abalc 30t h

2020 atWi I | sbri dge Mill on January 25th

2022, five iWebBVisdipaelrs Mare garden from January 13th wuntil
heard on September 25t h, Eastville Park on October 16t h,
December 29t h

2023, four iinWeisvtibdawmrallry m on February 14th and March 7th wu
October 25th until 28t h, heard at CVL on October 31st, Li

2024, 13 i n-dVidale Hbpear September 29th, Kingsgate Park, Yate on October 15th, with another

from 26th until 29th, Grove Park, Weston -s-Mare two from October 15th until 19th, Eastville sound recorded

in a garden on October 15th, Ashton Court on October 17th, Sand Poi nt from October 18th until 21st, Aust
STW trapped and ringed on October 19th, Stoke Bishop on October 22nd, OPS on October 22nd, Saltford

on October 25th, Eastville Park on December 7th and 8th

There are nine prior records as follows:

1986 1 Uphill on September 27th, Steep Holm on September 27th and 28th and another from October 2nd
until 4th, CVL on November 15th, Charlcombe, Bath from December 11th until 13th see Merritt (1986) for
more details

1988 i CVL on October 9th

1993 1 Brandon Hill from September 22nd until 24th

1996 T along Malago Brook, Bedminster from October 9th until 12th
1998 i Wains Hill on October 18th
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Hu me 6 s Wa rPhylloscopus humei

A national rarity with one local record, at Compton Dando STW from 16th January until 12th March, 2023
[BBRC] , see Aldridge (2023).

A bird at RPD from November 23rd until 25th , 2000 was possibly this species but the notes were inconclusive.

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER species Phylloscopus sp.

A warbler seen at Marsh Lane, RPD, from Nov. 23rd to 25th by BA was &=
ther a Yellow-browed Warbler (Phylloscopus inornatus) or a Hume’s Yellow=
browed Warbler (P. humei). The description received was not conclusive eithes
way, although the dark legs and late date suggested that it was most likely to hase|
been a Hume's. The following was noted: ‘very distinct creamy supercilium, grees
ish upperparts, two distinct creamy wing-bars, white underparts, greying on the
flanks, dark legs, size appeared slightly smaller than a nearby Chiffchaff’. These
are nine previous Avon area records of Yellow-browed Warbler.

Pallas's Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus

Alocal rarity r  ecorded in three years this century:
2016 i at Saltford on October 23rd

2019 i at Sand Point on October 19th

2020 i at Sand Point from November 25th until 27th

There is one previous record, at Wains Hill from November 16th until 18th in 1996, see Rose (1996) for
more details
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Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus

There are four local records, all this century:

2004 , two individuals 7 at RPD from March 6th until at least April 13th , see Stone and Vinicombe (2004)
for more details , and at BG on May 1st [both BBRC]

2020 1 trapped and ringed by CVRS on November 28th and retrapped the next day
2022 i at Sand Point from October 20th until 25th
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Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
A common passage migrant and declining breeding summer visitor.

The percentage of BBS squares recording the species has
than 20% in the last five years.

The average arrival is on March 24th, four days earlier than given in Bland (1992) who gives earliestarrival s
on 9th March , 1972 and 12th March, 1976 . More recently the earliest arrival was on 13th March, 2011 at
Northwick Warth . The average departure is on September 24th, two days later than given by Bland (1992)

who gives | atest departure s of 25th October , 1981 and 16th October, 1972 . More recently the latest was

on 11th October, 1994 at Somerdale , Keynsham .

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t sumensr visitor,docal, not common, Stapleton, Ashton 0 a Chhrbonnier
(1899) &Gummer resident, very common 0 a mavis (1947) &ummer resident, common and widely

distributed 6 .

Claims in Davis (1947) of northern Willow Warblers ( P. t. acredula ), killed at Cowhill in May 1913 and mounted at the
City museum, and shot near Stoke Gifford in April 1932, have been omitted as this subspecies is not currently thought
identifiable . A pale, grey individual, possibly of the norther race was at CVL on 8th April, 2022.
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Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

P. c. collybita

A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. Also, an uncommon winter visitor, and therefore
possibly an uncommon resident.

The breeding populationis  increasing; the BBSresults show a 33% increase since 1994 anda 29 % increase
over the last ten years. The chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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Wheeler (1874) sai d it abarglantasaommeér visitor 6  a Rltkrbonnier (1899) Gsummer resident,
common 6 a Dbalis (1947) &Gummer resident, common and widely distributed, occasionally reported in

winter 0 .

The wintering population has gradually increased, with occasional peaks, see graph below. The average

during the 1980s was 55  bird -days each winter , during the 1990s the average had increased to 125 bird -
days and for the first decade of this century it was 134 bird -days
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Scandinavian Chiffchaff P. c. abietinus

Alocal rarity only safely identifiable by DNA with two recent records  , both trapped and confirmed by DNA
2016 i ringed by CVRS on December 3rd

2017 1 ringed by CVRS on November 25th 2018 ABR

Although Hayes (2019) mentions a 1995 record this was found not proven.

Siberian Chiffchaff P. c. tristis

This local rarity has been annual since 2011 with a total of 84 individuals seen so far this century . The
majority of records are in winter, with individuals often remaining at a site for an extended period, but there
are also records of both autumn (earliest arrival on 30th September) and spring migrants

2001 1 at Bishopston on January 16th 2015 ABR
2003 i at CVL on February 15th 2015 ABR

2005, four individuals 1 at Emersons Green from January 1st until March 28th, at New Passage on February
6th 2016 ABR , at Weston Moor on October 7th, and at New Passage on October 9th 2016 ABR

2006 T one at Chew Stoke STW on January 12th and again on February 16th

2007, two individuals T at Northwick Warth on March 11th, and at Keynsham STW on December 21st 2015
ABR

2008 1 at CVL on December 16th 2015 ABR
2008/09 i another at CVL from December 28th until 2nd January, 2009

2009, at least three individuals T at Keynsham STW from March 11th until 15th, at BG on November 18th
with it or another on December 21st 2015 ABR , and at Avonmouth on December 17th 2010 ABR

2011, two individuals T at Saltford on January 11th and again on March 8th and 15th, trapped at CVL on
December 4th 2012 ABR

2012, two individuals T at CVL on February 6th and 9th, and at Saltford STW on April 11th 2014 ABR

2013, two individuals T at CVL on January 2nd, 4th, 6th (when trapped), 11th, 31st and February 17th, a
different bird at CVL on March 25th

2014 , ten ind ividuals T at St Werburghs City Farm from January 3rd until 20th, at Chew Stoke STW on
January 20th with a second from 23rd until March 10th, at CVL from January 21st with a second from
February 27th until March 29th and one until April 10th, at Saltford STW from February 10th until March
29th, at Keynsham STW from March 2nd until 7th, at Eastville Park on March 11th, trapped at CVL on
November 29th, a different bird at CVL on December 31st

2014/15 1 at CVL from December 16th until 28th March, 2015

2015, four new individuals 1 at CVL on January 16th, February 3rd and 17th and trapped on March 6th
when DNA tested, a different individual at CVL from January 19th until February 27th when trapped and

DNA tested, trapped and DNA tested at CVL on October 31st, at CVL from November 26th until December

8th

2015/16, three individuals T aringed bird at CVL from December 8th until 22nd February, 2016, at Chew
Stoke STW from December 14th until end of January 2016, and at Saltford STW from December 18th until

2nd April, 2016

2016 , eight new individuals i asecond bird at Chew Stoke STW from January 6th with a third from 13th
until end of month with two on February 10th and one on 23rd, at Keynsham STW from January 15th until
February 18th, four trapped at CVL on October 23rd, October 29th, November 5th, and December 3rd, at

Keynsham STW on December 5th
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2017 , two individuals 1 at Hoar Gout on January 6th and 7th, at Hoar Gout on December 9th and 18th
2018 1 at Milton, Weston -super -Mare on March 21st,
2018/19 i at Chew Stoke STW from December 26th until 1st January, 2019

2019, at least three new individuals T two new birds at Chew Stoke STW on January 18th with one still on
20th, a possibly different individual at Chew Stoke STW on February 5th and 6th, at Stoke Park on March
18th,

2019/20, two individuals - at CVL from December 16th until 8th January 2020, at Chew Stoke STW from

December 18th until 5th January, 2020

2020 , three newindividuals i two at CVL from January 8th until 15th with one until 17th, singing at Saltford
on April 14th,

2020/21 7 at CVL from November 4th until February 5th, 2021
2021, seven new individuals 1 a different birdat CVL on January 18th, at Weston airfield from March 15th

until April 10th, at Saltford on April 11th, three ringed by CVRS in November, at RPD from November 14th
until December 12th,

2021/22, two individuals i at Saltford from December 13th until 16th January, 2022, and at CVL from
December 20th  until 4th February, 2022

2022, six individuals T two at Chew Stoke STW from January 25th until February 3rd, CVL from February

11th until 24th, Saltford from October 27th until November 3rd, trapped and ringed at Littleton Brick Pits

on December 2nd, Northwick Warth on December 24 th

2023, five individuals 1 BL from January 22nd until February 1st, BL on January 24th, 27th and 31st, Pilning

Wetland on March 12th and 19th until 26th, OPS on September 30th, CVL on December 14th

2024, three individuals T Backwell Lake on February 27th, in a Yate garden on February 29th, CVL near
Stratford on March 31st and April 1st

2024/25 i1 two individuals T Compton Dando STW from December 23rd, Chew Stoke STW on December
29th

Older records are harder to assess with many previously published as Eastern Chiffchaff abietinus/tristis . A
review of old records in 2015 cleared out many of these with the following 2 2 individuals remaining
acceptable as tristis :

1949 i Steep Holm on September 24th , SBR British Birds vol 43 page 187 -188, 2023 ABR
1957 1 Weston -super -Mare on February 20th, Holt (1961) 2023 ABR

1969 1 trapped on Steep Holm on October 6th

1976 i CVL on November 5th

1983 1 Chittening Warth on January 2nd 2015 ABR , CVL on December 16th 48

48 A published 1984 record from Saltford has recently been withdrawn by the observer
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1988 i two at CVL on November 27th
1990 i CVL on December 1st

1991 1 Parkhouse Farm, Keynsham on November 17th 2015 ABR

1992 1 CVL on November 15th, two at BL from November 29th until 13th February , 1993 2015 ABR
1993 i CVL on March 28th, CVL on December 4th 2015 ABR

1993/94 i Saltford on December 19th and again on January 3rd, 1994 2023 ABR

1994 i CVL onJanuary 16th 2015 ABR

1996 i BL on March 24th 2015 ABR , CVL on December 14th

1997 1 Bishopston on January 3rd

1998 i CVL on November 2nd and 30th

1999 i Keynsham STW on February 7th, 21st and 28th 2015 ABR
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Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus

The only record of this National rarity is of one in song at Kingsgate Park, Yate on 25th and 26th  March,
2017 [BBRC], see Collar (2017) for more details

A Chiffchaff with a song that resembled Iberian Chiffchaff was present in Yatton in April 1968, see page 134 of Bristol
Ornithology 14

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides

The only local record is of one at Sand Pointon 2nd June, 2014, see Bowyer (2014) for more details
Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis

The only local record is of one watched for 30 minutes down to 10 yards in an area of bracken, brambles,

and hawthorns  at Sand Pointon 17th August , 1965 [BBRC]

Arctic WARBLER  Phylloscopus borealis

S. One, Sand Bay, Aug. 17 identified by C.G.B. who describes
it as Wood Warbler size, very active, with dark greenish suffused
grey brown upperparts, very long prominent white eye-stripe, off-
white underparts, single narrow whitish wing bar and pale legs.
Record accepted by Brit. Birds Rarities Committee.

A warbler at SGW on 19th September, 1971 o6appeared to be either
the evidence | 19Z0ABR | usi ve) 0



269

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus

A National rarity  with three local records this century , all singing males
2008 i at CVL on May 12th [BBRC]

2012 - at Weston STW from May 19th until June 2nd [BBRC]

2014 i at CVL from May 24th until 26th [BBRC]

The only other record is of a singing male at CvLon  18th May, 1992 [BBRC], see Aldridge (1992) for more

details

Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola

There are no records this century.

It was regular in the second half of the twentieth century with 17 individuals recorded between 1963 and
1999 , many of which were trapped

1963 T seen and heard at BL on May 13th [BBRC]

1965 1 trapped at CVL on August 15th and released on 16th [BBRC]
1966 i1 a juvenile trapped at CVL on August 13th [BBRC]

AgquaTic WARBLER  Acrocephalus paludicola

S. Juv., trapped Chew Valley res., Aug. 13 (C.V.R.S.). Full
description mentions resemblance to Sedge Warbler, but with buff
stripe down centre of crown, heavily streaked upper parts including
rump, black streaks on flanks and prominent rictal bristles. Re-
cord, third for area, accepted by Brit. Birds Rarities Commuittee.

1969 i1 trapped atBL on August 24th  [BBRC]
1971 1 an immature at Sand Bay from September 15th to 20th was joined by a second on 16th only.
1972 1 trapped at CVL on August 20th  [1973 BBRC]

[BBRC]

1976 , two individuals 1 an adult trapped at Littleton -on-Severn on August 14th [1977 BBRC] , and at CVL

on August 16th  [BBRC]
1977 1 a juvenile trapped at CVL on August 3rd [BBRC]

1984 , three individuals, - trapped at CVL on August 12th and 13th, a juvenile seen at CVL on August 20th

and trapped on 21st

1990 1 one trapped at CVL on August 14th had been ringed in Poland
1994 71 a juvenile trapped at CVL on August 13th

1995 71 a juvenile trapped at CVL on August 9th

1999 i a juvenile seen at CVL on September 3rd
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Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

A fairly common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated the local
breeding population as 600 pairs.

The average arrival date is April 9th, six days earlier than given by Bland (1992) with an earliest arrival  on
30th March, in 2007 with two on Severnside, and in 1967 (see 2007 ABR and Bland (1992) . The average
departure is on September 28th, unchanged since Bland (1992) with the latest departure on 11th
November , 2023 at Stoke Park, Bristol

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t vewadosal samnir visitor, near Nailsea, Stapleton 6 a @hdrbonnier (1899)
&Gummer resident, common in suitable localities 6. T928SBR s a i Gheley and Yatton and other places
in the lowlands. Breeds at BL. Elsewhere rarer than might be expected and unaccountably absent from

some seemingly suitable spots eg in the Chew Valley 0 Davis (1947) c a |l | e dsumnter resideit, local but
nests fairly commonly on suitable ground T chiefly in lowland areas. Occurs widely on migration 0.

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

A fairly common passage migrant and localised breeding summer visitor in good numbers . Warden (2003)
describes an ongoing study of breeding at CVL which has an estimated breeding population of 900 pairs

The average arrival date is now April 10th, 13 days earlier than given by Bland (1992) , While t he average
departureison  October 7th, 1 3 days later than given by Bland (1992) . This means that their local presence
is now 26 longer than previously.

The e arliest arrival was on 24th March , 1973 at CVL introduction to 1973 ABR with the latest departure son
16th December, 2007 at CVL 2019 ABR and 26th December, 2019 at CVL. In addition, one was trapped and
ringed at CVL on 30th January , 2015 (see photo below).

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t vewdosal sumnter visitor, Stapleton occasionally 6 and Charbonnie
&ummer resident, nests sparingly in a few localities such as Nailsea and Saltford 06 Palmer and Ballance
(1968) mention 0624 nests found along R Avon, especi aflhey n

1925 SBR said it oO6breeds Chelvey and Yatton and some othe
years at BL. Ot herwise r acrael6l enwdsumhter refdant locally, hest3 ih u)table reed
beds 6 .
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Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris
This is a local rarity ~ with just one record this century, one in song at Littleton Brick Pits on 12th June, 2022

There are only four other recentrecords as follows;

1979 , two individuals T a singing male at CVL from May 19th until early July 1994 ABR , and a singing male
in the Gordano Valley on 20th May

1986 i two seen and heard atBG on August 9th
Al though the ABR only says 6seend6 the field notes describe the
being confirmed

1994 i1 trapped at CVL on June 5th

The Severnside Birds website mentions one trapped at New Passage on 22nd August, 2009; conflicting reports were
received as to the identification of this bird in the hand from experts consulted at the time and the record was never
formally submitted. The w  ebsite also mentions a record from ASW in the 1970s which | cannot trace

It was commoner in the past, with the |l ast | ocal PAldredged i n (
(1987). However, that seems to have beenane xception, with just one published record after the 1920s , of

a passage bird seen and heard on 15th June, 1935 at Stoke Gifford Davis (1947) Davis (2009) . It seems

that regular breeding had ceased by 1920 as evidenced by the following sources:

Aplin (1901) suggests it may have bred near Bath in the 1840s.

Pl ayne (1895) says he found nests O0bet whadaygistBage 303 oand B885d B¢
Zoologist pages 304/5 al t hough the 1925 SBR says the &édspot now buil i

Pl ayne (1898) says O6is a regular visitor to a certain spo
found three times in the last four years; there was also another pair of these birds in 1897 on the other
side of the cityo

Charbonnier (1899) s a y s suamed resident, arriving late in May. Has nested in four localities in the
neighbourhood during the last six years.

Blathwayt (1906) says n  ests have been found near Bath and Bristol , most discovered of recent years

A clutch of three eggs previously in the City Museum and obtained from a bean crop at Patchway in June,
1909 are mentioned in Davis (1947)

Davis (1947) says O6formerly a regul ar, though very 1| ocal
extremely scarce or entirely absent. H C Playne writes (in litt) that nests recorded annually, 1894 T 1898,
from the Bath area were in an osier bed at Sal tford, also that breeding was proven at Avonmouth and

Portishead, 1898. Dr L H Mathews reports (in litt) that the Saltford site, now deserted, was still occupied in
1919. 6

Pal mer and Ballance (1968) says O0bred Well ow 119 ,Pprtisheaca r S
and Clevedon before 190556
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Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta
A National rarity until 1963 and a | ocal rarity since then with three old records as follows:
1961 i a first winter trapped on Steep Holm on September 27th [BBRC]

MEevropious WARBLER  Hippolais polyglotta

S. First-winter bird trapped and ringed, Steep Holm, Sept. 27
(Res. Stn.). Bird examined and identified by D.M.C., P.].C. and
M.A.W. who report that it was a dull pale specimen lacking the
bright yellow underparts usually featured in reference books.
Upper parts hair-brown with olivaceous tinge; underparts grey-
white tinged with yellow especially down centre of belly; yellow
chin and throat, and short yellowish eyestripe and orbital ring; tarsus
blue-grey on front surface but pale brown behind. The most striking
feature was the broad, long, horn-coloured bill (lower mandible
orange-yellow). Record (first for Bristol Area and Somerset)
accepted by Brit. Birds Rare Birds Committee.

1967 i one trapped on Steep Holm on August 28th

MEeLoprous WARBLER  Hippolais polyglotta

S. One trapped, Steep Holm, Aug. 28 (s). Details included:
upper-parts greyish-brown with greenish tint; wings brown with
greenish-white fringe on secondaries forming faint wing panel.
Heavy, long, dark brown bill—lower mandible yellowish-orange
beneath with pink tinge at base. Yellowish superciliary stripe and
underparts. Tail brownish-grey with pale fringe on outer feathers.
Legs bluish. Three rictal bristles. Wing length 63} mm. with 3rd
primary longest, 4th } mm. shorter and 2nd 5 mm. shorter. Second
record for area, cf. Proc. B.N.S., 1961, p.265.

1979 1 seen at Sand Bay on September 29th

A previously published record from CVL in 1984, and a record of a Hippolais sp from there in 1972, were, on review,
found to no longer be acceptable 2019 ABR

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina

The only record of this local rarity is of a singing male in a garden in Brentry on 15th May, 1992 , see Dadds
(1992) for more details
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Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides
A National rarity prior to 1983 and since 1998 and a local rarity in the intervening period. There is a single
record this century,  a male in song at CVL from the evening of 9th and 10th May , 2001 [BBRC]

There are three previous records, all from CVL

1960 i seen and heard at CVL from July 24th until 30th [BBRC]

SAvI’S WARBLER Locustella luscinioides

S. One in marshy growth, Chew Valley res., late July;
first seen, on 24th, by B.K., who in a detailed description refers
to the uniformly drab brown upper parts, the noticeably graduated
tail, and the reeling song—Ilower in pitch and mostly of shorter
duration than in Grasshopper Warbler; seen also, down to 15 yds.
range, on 3oth (B.K., K.B.Y.). Identification confirmed by Brit.
Birds Rare Birds Committee. No previous record for Somerset.
1980 i a male at CVL on April 16th [BBRC]

1986 71 ringed at CVL on August 31st
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Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia

An uncommon passage migrant and a scarce breeding summer visitor that is probably overlooked

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22 23 24

Breeding season territories this century

The average arrival is on April 12 th, three days earlier than given by Bland (1992) with an earliest arrival
on 28th March, 1997, trapped and ringed in the Gordano valley . The average departure is on September
17th, three days later than given by Bland (1992), who gives a latest departure on 28th October, 1973

There are also late departures on 10th October, 1970 1997 ABR and 15th October, 2021 ,trapped at Littleton
Brick Pits .

Wheeler (1874) s a i sumnder visitor, not common, seldom seen, sometimes heard, Leigh, Portishead,

Knowle 6 a @hdirbonnier (1899)  &ummer resident, nests every year but is not common 0. 928 SBR

sai d i tocahbat probébly overlooked. Observed Portishead and about four pairs breed regularly some

four miles south west of Bristol. Ubley and Compton Martin and some years Weston -super -Mare 6 Davis
(1947) cal | ed summer gesidént, uncommon and local though well known in suitable habitats.

Occasionally noted on migration in areas where it does not breed 6Pal mer and Ballance (19
frequent Leigh Woods, Gordano Vall ey, Backwel |l Hi | | t o Wr
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Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. It is now also a fairly common winter visitor,
most frequently recorded in gardens.

The breeding population has increasing significantly over the last three decades; the BBS results show a n
88 % increase since 1994  and the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924

30.00
25.00
20.00

15.00
10.00
5.00 I I I I
0.00 i 0 . 1

-5.00 I I I I

% change

-10.00
-15.00
-20.00
The number wintering has gradually increased: duri ng t h ehe avera8ge aunber of bird -days each
winter was 1278, with an average of 254 individuals thought to be involved , While the average figures for
the start of this century had increased to 3051 bird -days and 484 individuals.
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Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t gewemaly diatribdted summer visitor, may be heard almost everywhere 6 and
Charbonnier (1899)  &ummer resident, common, has been obtained during the winter 6 . Palmer and Ballance

(1968) mention 6wintering noted bef or4andshet OearBattalst JaBuaiy,st o |
1873 (Field) 6 . 928 SBR s ai d i ton theavhole@ommon but not evenly distributed and scarce in
some places for no obvious reason 60 whDakie(1947) c al | e d sumrer rasident, common and well

distributed in woodland areas, sometimes reported in winter 0.
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Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

A fairly common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated the
breeding population as 500 pairs.

The average arrival date is April 15th, unchanged from Bland (1992) who gives an earliest arrival date  of
24th March, 1974 , at Doynton according to Hale (1991) . However, the GBR mentions one at Littleton -on-
Severn on 19th February, 1966. The earliest recent record is 29th March, 1990, three at Whitchurch

The average departure is on September 28th, two days later than given by Bland (1992) with the latest
departure on 21st November, 1993 in a garden at Winscombe

Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t gewaally diatribdted summer visitor, plantations, gardens etc, less frequent

than Blackcap 6 a @hdrbonnier (1899) &Gummer resident, not so common as Blackcap 6. TIL®BSBR said
@eneral distribution coincides pretty closely with Blackcap but more erratic in its occurrence, being common

in certain pl aces in some years and absent, or nearly so, in others. It quite often outnumbers Blackcap at

Hunstrete. More numerous than Blackcap Weston -super -Mare 6 Davis (1947) c a |l | e dsummter residet,
occurs in similar haunts to Blackcap but is, perhaps, less abundant and in some years tends to be more

local 6 .
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Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
A fairly common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated the
breeding population as 1,000 pairs. The average arrival date is April 1 6th, five days earlier than given by

Bland (1992) whilet he average departure is on October 3rd, seven days later than given by Bland (1992)

The earliest recorded arrival was on 7th April, 2020 at CI -Y. One wintered in a Brislington garden from 9th

December, 2009 until 5th January, 2010 , while o ther late records (and thus potentially involving eastern
races) are as follows:

1991 i Parkhouse Farm, Keynsham from
November 15th until 17th

1998 i ajuvenile trapped at BG on November 16th

and retrapped on 22nd  , see photo by James Lees
on right . The extensive white in the outer tail
feather suggests it is of one of the eastern races

2009 1 Bristol Docks on December 4th

2012 i Sand Point from November 11th until 23rd

(photographs suggested it was of the nominate
race)

2014 i trapped at CVL on November 29th and
confirmed as nominate from DNA (see photo
below)
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Wheeler (1874) s ai d i t sumaer vigtor, ot common 0 a @harbonnier (1899)  &ummer resident,
fairly common 06 . To26 SBR s ai d i tfairlwcansmordon the whole, particularly in the Chew Valley

while Davis (1947) c¢ a |l | e dsumnter residelt, not so abundant or as widely distributed as Whitethroat

but fairly plentiful 7 particularly where thick hedgerows occur 6.

Siberian Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia c. blythii

There is one confirmed local record, an individual that wintered in a Westbury Park garden from 21st
October , 2023 until 13th February, 2024 and which was confirmed from DNA, see Dunning, Ramesh and

Owen (2023) for full details.

Subalpine Warbler sp Sylvia cantillans/iberiae/subalpina

A National rarity recently split into three species . The only local record was a female at Severn Beach on
2nd May , 2004 [BBRC] that was not ascribed to subspecies, see Martin (2004) for more details.
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Whitethroat Sylvia communis
A common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor.

The breeding population has increased over the last three decades; the BBS results show a 46 % increase
since 1994 and the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 12924
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The average arrival date is April 11th, five days earlier than given by Bland (1992) with earliestarrival dates
of 26th March, 2019 at Stockwood open space and 31st March, in 1961 at Sand Point and in 1988 , see
Bland (1992). The average departure is on September 27th, a day later than given by Bland (1992) w ho
gives a latest departure date of 22nd November , 1987 . However, there is also a record from a Bishopston
garden on 31st January, 2001, the only record of one overwintering locally

Wheeler (1874) s ai d it genarally distribited summer visitor 6 a Chhrbonnier (1899) Gsummer
resident, common 6 a Davis (1947) &ummer resident, common, widely distributed and may be found in
almost all types of country 6 .
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Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata
A local rarity which bred onthe Mendips near the Somerset boundary in 1996 , 1997 and 199 8.
Records have been regular since 1992 although in some years it is hard to be sure how many individuals

are involved , as birds are seen intermittently at a site.
1992 i at RPD on November 8th and 15th
1993 i at CI-Y on April 24th and 25th

1995, two individuals T at Sand Point on April 2nd, a female/juvenile near Crook Peak on September 5th
and 6th

1996 i males on territory at two sites on the Mendips with a juvenile on July 5th
1997 T bred again at a site on Mendip with three juveniles on July 22nd

1998 1 bred again at site on Mendip with an adult and juvenile seen on August 11th, also PW on February
7th, and a female type at CI -Y on December 16th

1999 , two individuals 7 a Chew Magna “° garden on March 14th, Sand Point on October 23rd

2000 , three individuals 1 on Mendip on August 31st, two at Uphill on October 15th

2002 7 on Mendip on June 19th

2003, two individuals T Sand Point on October 12th, PW on November 15th, 23rd and December 12th
2004 i CI-Y on October 17th

2005, ten individuals T Sand Point from August 30th until September 16th with two on 10th, Middle Hope

on October 3rd, New Passage area from October 5th until 12th, Sand Point on October 9th , Sand Point  from
16th until 28th, Severn Beach on October 31st and November 1st, Sand Bay on 17th, PW on December

10th, Sand Point on 17th and 19th

2006 , five individuals 1 Sand Point on January 2nd, Severn Beach on April 1st, Sand Point on October 16th
and 17th, Sand Pointon 29th, Sand Pointon November 2nd and 5th

2008 , two individuals 7 Marshfield on October 10th and 11th, Flax Bourton on December 10th

2009 , two individuals T BG on January 2nd and 3rd and found predated on 4th, PW on 7th

2010 1 Uphill on December 12th

2013 /14 7 an immature at Sand Point from November 10th until 28th February , 2014

2014 , two individuals 1 an adult at Sand Point on February 28th, Sand Point on October 29th and 30th

2015, three individuals 1 Sand Bay on September 28th, a female at Severn Beach on October 20th and
November 1st, Sand Point from November 1st until 4th

2016 , six individuals 1 one at Sand Bay on January 6th was joined by a second from 9th with three present
at one stage and the last record on April 20th, Sand Point singing on April 9th, Sand Bay on October 11th
and 12th, Sand Bay on December 3rd

2017 1 Sand Bay between January 18th and February 8th

2020 , two individuals 7 mouth of R. Yeo on November 4th, Middle Hope on December 1st
2022, two individuals 1 Weston STW on February 25th and March 14th, Weston Airfield on December 1st
2022/23 , three individuals T Troopers Hill, Bristol from October 25th until March 2nd, 2023, Middle Hope

from October 25th until 30th and again on January 6th and 20th, 2023, Wraxall on November 11th and
again on January 20th, 2023

2023, two individuals 1 Sand Point on April 4th, Sand Point on October 22nd and November 1st

2024, four individuals i Middl e Hope on August 12t h, Sand Point o
October 17th and heard on 26th, Stoke Park, Bristol on December 9th
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The only previous records are as follows:
1960 1 probably an adult male, in the coastal strip near Walton -in-Gordano on October 16th
1978 1 Portishead on March 4th

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla

A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor with s ome recent increase. It b red successfully at BG in 2013
and 2014 and probably in 2015 , and at Blaise Woods (and probably Leigh Woods) in 2024

It was a local rarity until 2009, having been a national rarity until 1963.

Early published records are as follows:

1913 i Clifton on February 16th British Birds vol 6 page 343
1914 71 corpse found in Clifton in autumn Davis (1947)
1950 T Ubley end of BL on December 10th

1960 1 adult male trapped on Steep Holm on October 4th







































































































































































































































































































































