[bookmark: _GoBack]BOC weekend trip to Poole Harbour 31st January to 2nd February
Leader: Nick Page
Twenty one of us left Bristol heading to Poole Harbour. Our first stop was Upton Park which is a council owned public space with a walled garden, woodland and a view over Holes Bay. There is a viewing screen and a boardwalk along the edge of a reed bed. Here we saw Avocet, Pintail and Snipe among other wetland and woodland species.
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On then to Hamworthy Park to see the long-staying Snow Bunting. We found it hopping about on the sea-front path oblivious to the onlooking birders but less tolerant of loose dogs.
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Finally, a short stop at Ham Common. There is a viewpoint near Rockly Sands caravan park looking over the harbour towards the Arne reserve and west to the Wareham channel. It can be a good spot for White Tailed Eagle, Osprey (later in the year) and Dartford Warbler. We didn’t see any of those on this occasion but we did see a Common Scoter in the distance, identified when all other possibilities were eliminated.
The Poole North Premier Inn was our accommodation for the weekend and proved comfortable with nice food for dinner and breakfast.
The first stop on Saturday was Jerry’s Point at Studland. This is close to the harbour entrance at Sandbanks and looks towards Brownsea Island to the west. We saw Brent Goose, Shag, Great Northern Diver, Great-crested Grebe, Long-tailed Duck, Spoonbill and Grey Plover. Many Red-breasted Merganser provided some colour.
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We spent most of the day at RSPB Arne. The Shipstal trail gave us more looks at Pintail, Avocet, Spoonbill, Red-breasted Merganser and several Black-necked Grebe. The feeders around the car park and visitors centre had Coal Tit, Siskin and many other visiting birds. 
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After lunch at the excellent RSPB cafe we did the Coombe Heath loop where we saw Ruff and a most hoped for species - a White-tailed Eagle graced the skies before gliding off towards Corfe. There was a distinct lack of small birds on the heath, the weather being cold and a bit windy. No Dartford Warbler or Stonechat but there was a small group of Meadow Pipit. The conditions also put off most of the raptors, no harriers, Merlin or even Buzzard, just the one Kestrel.
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Note: the entry system to Arne has changed and you now access both the Shipstal and Coombe Heath routes through the welcome centre. (A charge applies to non-RSPB members).
On the way home we stopped at Slepe Heath hoping for Jack Snipe and maybe Short-eared Owl but the squelch across a very wet field brought us no luck.
On Sunday we joined the excellent Birds of Poole Harbour Winter Safari boat trip. This allowed us to explore much of the harbour from Poole Quay, part of the Wareham Channel and then round the islands. The White-tailed Eagles, on this occasion, were fishing for Cuttlefish off the Purbeck coast so we were lucky to get a view the previous day. However, sightings included Marsh Harrier, several Great Northern Diver, a group of five Black-necked Grebe, and manywaders including Black-tailed and Bar-tailed Godwits, Knot and Sanderling. Stonechat and Kingfisher added some passerine interest. A Ruddy Shelduck (of dubious provenance) was seen flying with a Shelduck. It was interesting to hear about all the work this charity is doing to further nature and education in the Poole area.
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On the way home we stopped at Bonsley Common, near Blandford Forum. A beautiful bit of the world. Here we saw Skylark, Linnet, winter thrushes, Yellowhammer and a target species- Woodlark. We then found the large Chaffinch flock containing several Brambling which were tricky to separate in poor light and in a very mobile flock but, with patience, some members of the group picked them out.
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Brambling
The trip list ended on 103 species, plus the Ruddy Shelduck, not bad for a weekend visit. A full list of birds is below, along with some people and scenery shots. Many thanks to Alastair for his advice, helping with this write up, and for leading the trip on Friday. Thank you to Robin, Caron and Rachel for their photos included in this write up. Thanks to Peter and Jeremy for driving the minibus, and thanks to all those that came along and made my first BOC trip so enjoyable. Finally thank you to Keith, our treasurer, who does so much to allow these trips to happen.
Nick Page
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	1
	Brent Goose
	Branta bernicla

	2
	Canada Goose
	Branta canadensis

	3
	Greylag Goose
	Anser anser

	4
	Mute Swan
	Cygnus olor

	5
	Egyptian Goose
	Alopochen aegyptiaca

	6
	Shelduck
	Tadorna tadorna

	7
	Shoveler
	Spatula clypeata

	8
	Gadwall
	Mareca strepera

	9
	Wigeon
	Mareca penelope

	10
	Mallard
	Anas platyrhynchos

	11
	Pintail
	Anas acuta

	12
	Teal
	Anas crecca

	13
	Common Scoter
	Melanitta nigra

	14
	Long-tailed Duck
	Clangula hyemalis

	15
	Red-breasted Merganser
	Mergus serrator

	16
	Pheasant
	Phasianus colchicus

	17
	Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon)
	Columba livia

	18
	Stock Dove
	Columba oenas

	19
	Woodpigeon
	Columba palumbus

	20
	Collared Dove
	Streptopelia decaocto

	21
	Moorhen
	Gallinula chloropus

	22
	Coot
	Fulica atra

	23
	Little Grebe
	Tachybaptus ruficollis

	24
	Great Crested Grebe
	Podiceps cristatus

	25
	Black-necked Grebe
	Podiceps nigricollis

	26
	Oystercatcher
	Haematopus ostralegus

	27
	Avocet
	Recurvirostra avosetta

	28
	Grey Plover
	Pluvialis squatarola

	29
	Ringed Plover
	Charadrius hiaticula

	30
	Lapwing
	Vanellus vanellus

	31
	Curlew
	Numenius arquata

	32
	Bar-tailed Godwit
	Limosa lapponica

	33
	Black-tailed Godwit
	Limosa limosa

	34
	Woodcock
	Scolopax rusticola

	35
	Snipe
	Gallinago gallinago

	36
	Redshank
	Tringa totanus

	37
	Turnstone
	Arenaria interpres

	38
	Knot
	Calidris canutus

	39
	Ruff
	Calidris pugnax

	40
	Sanderling
	Calidris alba

	41
	Dunlin
	Calidris alpina

	42
	Black-headed Gull
	Chroicocephalus ridibundus

	43
	Mediterranean Gull
	Ichthyaetus melanocephalus

	44
	Common Gull
	Larus canus

	45
	Herring Gull
	Larus argentatus

	46
	Great Black-backed Gull
	Larus marinus

	47
	Lesser Black-backed Gull
	Larus fuscus

	48
	Great Northern Diver
	Gavia immer

	49
	Cormorant
	Phalacrocorax carbo

	50
	Shag
	Gulosus aristotelis

	51
	Spoonbill
	Platalea leucorodia

	52
	Little Egret
	Egretta garzetta

	53
	Grey Heron
	Ardea cinerea

	54
	Sparrowhawk
	Accipiter nisus

	55
	Marsh Harrier
	Circus aeruginosus

	56
	Red Kite
	Milvus milvus

	57
	White-tailed Eagle
	Haliaeetus albicilla

	58
	Buzzard
	Buteo buteo

	59
	Barn Owl
	Tyto alba

	60
	Kingfisher
	Alcedo atthis

	61
	Great Spotted Woodpecker
	Dendrocopos major

	62
	Green Woodpecker
	Picus viridis

	63
	Kestrel
	Falco tinnunculus

	64
	Jay
	Garrulus glandarius

	65
	Magpie
	Pica pica

	66
	Jackdaw
	Coloeus monedula

	67
	Rook
	Corvus frugilegus

	68
	Carrion Crow
	Corvus corone

	69
	Raven
	Corvus corax

	70
	Coal Tit
	Periparus ater

	71
	Marsh Tit
	Poecile palustris

	72
	Blue Tit
	Cyanistes caeruleus

	73
	Great Tit
	Parus major

	74
	Woodlark
	Lullula arborea

	75
	Skylark
	Alauda arvensis

	76
	Long-tailed Tit
	Aegithalos caudatus

	77
	Chiffchaff
	Phylloscopus collybita

	78
	Goldcrest
	Regulus regulus

	79
	Wren
	Troglodytes troglodytes

	80
	Nuthatch
	Sitta europaea

	81
	Treecreeper
	Certhia familiaris

	82
	Starling
	Sturnus vulgaris

	83
	Song Thrush
	Turdus philomelos

	84
	Mistle Thrush
	Turdus viscivorus

	85
	Redwing
	Turdus iliacus

	86
	Blackbird
	Turdus merula

	87
	Fieldfare
	Turdus pilaris

	88
	Robin
	Erithacus rubecula

	89
	Stonechat
	Saxicola rubicola

	90
	House Sparrow
	Passer domesticus

	91
	Dunnock
	Prunella modularis

	92
	Pied Wagtail
	Motacilla alba

	93
	Meadow Pipit
	Anthus pratensis

	94
	Chaffinch
	Fringilla coelebs

	95
	Brambling
	Fringilla montifringilla

	96
	Bullfinch
	Pyrrhula pyrrhula

	97
	Greenfinch
	Chloris chloris

	98
	Linnet
	Linaria cannabina

	99
	European Goldfinch
	Carduelis carduelis

	100
	Siskin
	Spinus spinus

	101
	Snow Bunting
	Plectrophenax nivalis

	102
	Yellowhammer
	Emberiza citrinella

	103
	Reed Bunting
	Emberiza schoeniclus
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