Birds in Avon

An annotated checklist

A checklist of species in the Avon recording area
with details of how their status has changed over time

6th edition, November 2023



This edition of this checklist has been updated to the end of 2022 and includes additional information and

several corrections. There are now three appendices that detail various contentious species that are not
included on the Avon list

I need to thank Rich Andrews for allowing me to use his line drawings to illustrate the text. I also need to
thank various people for allowing me access to their reference material, in particular Nigel Milbourne for
access to his archive of Somerset Bird reports back to 1924, Martyn Hayes for his input on the birds of

south Glos, both Harvey Rose and Andy Davis for answering numerous queries, and various others for
helping clarify individual records.

Richard Mielcarek
November 2023



The Avon Recording area

The county of Avon was created in 1974 but disbanded 22 years later. The current Avon recording area covers the four unitary authorities, Bristol, South
Gloucestershire, North Somerset, and Bath and North East Somerset, that replaced the county of Avon.
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The Avon List

By the start of 2023, and the move to IOC taxonomy, the Avon list stood at 346 species, with another three
only identified to genus (a Fregatta storm-petrel, a Tropicbird sp and one of the Subalpine Warbler complex).
However, seven of those have not been recorded for at least 100 years and a further eight not for at least
50 years.

Not recorded for over 100 years Not recorded for over 50 years
Baillon’s Crake (1840) Black Grouse (1922)

Ivory Gull (c1864) Great Snipe (1950)

White’s Thrush (1871) Bridled Tern (1958)

Sooty Tern (1885) Gyrfalcon (1962)

Pallas’s Sandgrouse (1888) Arctic Warbler (1965)
Two-barred Crossbill (1895) Little Crake (1967)
Red-breasted Goose (1909) Nutcracker (1968)

Pied-billed Grebe (1968)

A further 18 species have not yet been recorded this century:

Rough-legged Buzzard (1974) Cirl Bunting (1991)

Roller (1976) Black Stork (1992)

Greater Sandplover (1979) Icterine Warbler (1992)
Melodious Warbler (1979) Black-winged Pratincole (1993)
Lesser Grey Shrike (1982) Yellow-rumped Warbler (1994)
Marsh Sandpiper (1984) Killdeer (1996)

Terek Sandpiper (1986) Black-throated Thrush (1996)
Broad-billed Sandpiper (1988) Taiga Bean Goose (1998)
Wilson’s Phalarope (1988) Aquatic Warbler (1999)

This century 312 species have been recorded, with an average of 224 species a year (highs of 237 in 2011
and 2012 and a low of 215 in 2018) but only 171 species have been recorded every year.

Various other species have been recorded in Avon but there was doubt about whether the bird was of a wild
origin. There is now a Supplement to this document that includes these records.



Guides to the local avifauna
A number of ‘checklists’ of local birds have been produced over the years.

The first was Wheeler (1874) in the BNS Proceedings: this does not define the 'Bristol district’ covered
although it mentions the estuaries of the rivers Avon and Severn, and Steep Holm.

The next was Charbonnier (1899) again in the BNS Proceedings, a list compiled by members of the
ornithological section. This defined the boundaries as follows; “on the north, a line drawn eastward from
Aust CIiff to the boundary of the county of Gloucester near Badminton, on the east a line drawn from
Badminton to Wells so as to include Bath; on the south the River Axe, on the west that part of the coastline
of the Bristol Channel which stretches from the mouth of the Axe to Aust CIiff”.

The current Ornithological Section of the BNS started in late 1922 and an annual bird report, initially called
the Ornithological Notes, was included in the BNS Proceedings from 1936.

The next formal checklist was Davis (1947), again in the BNS Proceedings. This covered a larger area,
bounded to the north by a line between Slimbridge and Tetbury, in the east by the Wiltshire border, and in
the south by a line between Frome and Wells and then the River Axe to the coast.

From 1955 the title of the annual report in the BNS Proceedings was changed to the Bristol Bird Report.
Copies of the old BNS Proceedings are available online from the Biodiversity Heritage Library.

For simplicity all these earlier reports are called the ABR in this document.

The Somerset Bird Report, which started in 1911, also covered the southern area of the current recording
area until sometime after 1974 and Palmer and Ballance (1968) is a useful summary of early records from
that area.

The Gloucestershire Bird Report, which started in 1963, covered the northern part of the current recording
area until 1974.

From 1974 the annual report in the BNS Proceedings was renamed the Avon Bird Report, to reflect the
creation of Avon as a separate county that year. This report became a separate standalone publication in
1983 when the Avon Ornithological Group was formed. Although the county of Avon was disbanded in 1996
there is still an Avon recording area and an annual Avon Bird Report. Since 1990 the annual report has
included a brief status line for each species.

More recently Harvey Rose published a series of summaries of the Avon list in the standalone Avon Bird
Report, Rose (1985), Rose (1995) and Rose (2000), while Mielcarek (2021) brings these up to date.

In addition two local atlases have been published, a breeding atlas, Bland and Tully (1991) and a full atlas,
Bland and Dadds (2012), both based upon local data compiled for various BTO national surveys. These give
extensive local distribution and population data for the commoner species, although both use the BTO Avon
region which uses full 10km squares and thus includes part of the Mendips that is in Somerset rather than
Avon.



Breeding species

For the commoner resident and migrant breeding species I have included a chart showing how their breeding
success has changed, in percentage terms, year on year since 1994. The example below is for Blackbird;
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These charts have been constructed using information from the local annual Breeding Bird Survey, kindly
supplied by Dave Stoddard. Although the Survey has been running since 1994 the number of squares
covered varies each year, with the total increasing over the years. The figures have been calculated using
those squares that have been surveyed by the same observers in the previous year to the year in question
- so variance should not be caused by differences in observer/square surveyed - and using the highest of
the two counts made. The survey does not record actual breeding numbers, just the numbers of individuals
recorded as present during the visit.

These charts show the percentage change from the previous year, so an upward bar shows an increase in
number, and a downward bar a decrease. The charts omit 2001 due to Foot and Mouth disease restrictions
and the penultimate entry shows the change between 2019 and 2021 due to the restrictions in 2020 from
Covid-19.

Migrant dates

For migrant species the earliest published arrival date and the latest published departure date are shown.
Some of these dates have been taken from Bland (1992) or Hale (1991), both of which used data from the
monthly Bird News published by the Bristol Ornithological Club but which was not published in the ABR.
Bland (1992) also consulted the original submitted records but mentions no sites for any of his records. !

An ‘average arrival/departure date’ is also given; this average has been calculated over the last 30 years.
This average is often compared with the averages given in Bland (1992) which were calculated over the
period 1962 - 1991.

1 The concern here is how carefully these records were vetted, even when published in Bird News



Sources used for ‘published’ records

For rare species, where the site is in the current Avon recording area, all published records are given. The
ABR only publishes records of unusual species after receipt of confirmatory notes; the following list of the
species that required such notes was included in the 1964 report.

34 BRISTOL BIRD REPORT

important. To assist contributors we follow the practice of the
London N.H.S. in appending a list of species for which descriptions
should be supplied:

Divers Swans {except Mute Little Gull
Grebes (except Great Birds of Prey (except Buz- unusual Terns
Crested and Little) zard, Sparrowhawk and Auks
Petrels and Shearwaters Kestrel) Wryneck
Shag Crakes Golden Oriole
Herons & Egrets (except Little Ringed Plover Willow Tit
Common Heron) Kentish Plover unusual Warblers
Bittern Sandpipers (except Green Firecrest
Red-crested Pochard and Common) unusual Pipits and
Scaup Stints Wagtails
Ferruginous Duck Phalaropes Waxwing
Long-tailed Duck Stone Curlew Shrikes
Scoters and Eiders Pratincole Twite
Red-breasted Merganser  Skuas Redpolls (except les-
Geese (except White- Glaucous Gull ser)
fronted) Iceland Gull unusual Buntings

and any other rare or uncommon species and out of season migrants,

The list was not republished until 1983, but little had changed, with only Common Scoter, Canada Goose,
Bewick Swan, Little Stint and Little Gull being removed in the intervening years. Thereafter the list was
published annually, with regular amendment, often linked to changes in the species considered at national

level.

Also included are records that have been published in the Somerset Bird Report, marked [SBR], the
Gloucestershire Bird Report, marked [GBR], in various articles in Bristol Ornithology, or in the annual reports
of the British Birds Rarities Committee, marked [BBRC] 2.

Accurate records are hard to find prior to 1936 and there is often conflict between various sources. Records
have been taken from the following sources (with the source stated in the text); Davis (1935), Davis (1947),
Palmer and Ballance (1968), Swaine (1982), Wheeler (1874) and Yarrell (1843).

2 those asterisked mean we hold the original description locally
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THE
SPECIES
ACCOUNTS

The species order is based on the Tenth edition of the British list as updated to December 2022
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Definitions

The species accounts use the following definitions to describe the local status.

Status Level of abundance Population counts
Very rare Five or fewer records in the Avon area
Rare L_ess _than annual, several years may pass between Per abundance level
sightings
Less than annual, typically recorded every two or three
Very scarce
years
Scarce Very small numbers recorded virtually every year 1-10
Uncommon Low numbers recorded every year 11 - 100
Fairly common | Occurs in reasonable numbers in suitable habitat 101 - 1000
Common Occyrs regularly in good numbers in most suitable 1001 - 10000
habitats
Abundant Large numbers occur in all suitable habitats 10000+

Resident - This applies to a population which is largely sedentary and occurs throughout the year. It may
be augmented by passage migrants and/or winter or summer visitors.

Summer visitor - This applies to a species that occurs during the late spring and/or summer after having
migrated from its wintering areas.

Winter visitor - This applies to a species that occurs during the winter months after having migrated from
its breeding areas. These include species that do not occur during the summer (for example Fieldfare), or
that already have a separate resident population (for example Starling).

Passage migrant - This applies to a species that appears on spring and/or autumn migration to or from
its breeding/wintering ranges. Some have protracted spring and autumn passage periods that can appear
to ‘overlap' in mid-summer (in most cases this is likely to involve immature birds or failed breeders).

Introduced - This applies to a species with a self-supporting population derived from escapes from
captivity or deliberately released individuals (BOU Group C).

Storm/Wind-blown visitor - This is used mainly for seabirds that typically occur after having been blown
up the Bristol Channel (and often from much further away) as a result of strong winds.

Irruptive - This applies to a species occurring only irregularly often in big numbers (mainly Waxwing).

Local rarity - a species, or subspecies for which supporting notes are required to be assessed by the
Recorder’'s Committee

National rarity - a species or subspecies for which supporting notes are required and assessed by the
British Birds Rarity Committee (BBRC)
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Site Abbreviations

The following site abbreviations have been used.

ASW
BG
BL
Cl-y

CVL
OPS
PWD

RPD

Severnside

SGW

Weston STW

Avonmouth Sewage Works

Barrow Gurney Reservoirs

Blagdon Lake

Severn shore and its environs between the western outskirts of Clevedon and the
mouth of the R. Yeo (sometimes called Clevedon Bay), including Blake’s and other
pools and the tidal part of the R. Yeo

Chew Valley Lake

Oldbury-on-Severn Nuclear Power Station lagoons and their surrounding areas
Portbury Wharf and Dock, including Portbury Wharf NR, St George’s Wharf with
Chapel Pill, the Royal Portbury Dock area and the bank of the R. Avon north of the
Avon Bridge

Royal Portbury Dock

Severn shore and its environs, including Pilning Wetlands, between Aust and
Chittening Warths inclusive

St George’s Wharf, which is now part of Portbury Wharf. Some older records marked
as this site were in Royal Portbury Dock

Weston-s-Mare Sewage Treatment Works and its surrounding areas
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Brent Goose Branta bernicla

Dark-bellied Brent Goose B. b. bernicla
An uncommon coastal passage migrant and winter visitor which is very scarce inland.

Over the last decade the average bird-days per winter is 64, while the largest published count is of 115 at
Severn Beach on 31st January, 2009 with a largest inland count of 32 at BL on 26th January 1985.

The average arrival date is 10th October, the earliest is one at OPS on 8th August, 2011 and the average
departure is on 17th April, with the latest departure one at Weston STW on 2nd June, 2015.

In the past it was considered a local rarity, with records requiring supporting notes, until 1985.

In 1874 it was ‘rare winter visitor, Avonmouth’ but by 1899 it was clearly more regular and described as
‘occurs on the Severn coast in winter’. Davis (1947) describes it as a ‘winter visitor, recent records suggest
occurs regularly in very small numbers’. He mentions a party of 13 near Avonmouth in February, 1937 while
the SBR for that year mentions 11 seen on March 6th one mile above Avonmouth.

Pale-bellied Brent B. b. hrota

This form is much rarer locally, the first record was overlooked at the time, and all records still require
supporting notes. The accepted records are as follows:

1995 - Northwick Warth on February 12th [2005 and 2009 ABRs][photo in 1995 ABR]

2005 - a first-winter at ClI-Y from November 14th until December 14th

2006 - two at CI-Y on October 30th and 31st and on November Sth

2007 - New Passage on January 25th, CI-Y on December 30th

2009 - Severn Beach and Chittening Warth on April 8th, 18 at Severn Beach on September 1st
2010 - Severn Beach on March 23rd

2012 - five at Severn Beach on September 11th and 12th, a juvenile at CI-Y from October 10th until 22nd
and an adult there on 17th, a first-winter at North Wick on November 18th

2015 - Dowlais Farm on March 26th and Sand Point on April 17th
2020 - three at Dowlais on April 15th

2022 - OPS from December 26th until 29th

Red-breasted Goose Branta ruficollis

A national rarity with just one local record of an adult shot at Oldbury-on-Severn on 18th November,1909
[British Birds vol 3 page 376]

More recent records have all been treated as escapes - in 1976, 1996, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005,
2011/12, 2014/15, 2015 (3), 2016 and 2022.
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis

A fairly common introduced resident, mostly on the coast and at CVL and BL where numbers increase during
the summer moult.

The largest count is 905 at CVL on 30th June, 1996.

It is also an uncommon breeder, with Bristol Water taking measures to control breeding at the reservoirs,
see Vinicombe (2020). However, pairs are scattered widely, Bland and Dadds (2012) say breeding was
proved in 43 tetrads and estimated at least 100 pairs.

This status is only quite recent, with Davis (1947) describing it as ‘occasional winter visitor, eight were shot
near Bleadon during severe weather in 1916, a party of nine reported from BL in 1935’ and the species was
still being treated as a local rarity in 1963.

All published records prior to the first modern successful local breeding are shown below:
1831 - shot at Kingston Seymour on January 1st Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1860s - bred at East Clevedon Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1935 - nine at BL [SBR]’

1956 - one with Whitefronts at CVL from March 4th until 25th

1957 - bred unsuccessfully at CVL® Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1959 - SGW on June 9th

1962 — up to 48 at CVL from January 6th until 21st, one at BL on January 9th

1963 - Yeo Estuary on February 17th, two at CVL on various dates between early March and mid-April,
three at CVL on April 30th

1964 - CVL on September 20th [SBR]

1965 - 16 on Claverham® Moor on October 26th

1966 - three at R. Axe on April 24th

1968 - three at Horseshoe Bend on R Avon on October 23rd!°, three at CVL on December 29th
1969 - BL on April 1st [SBR]

1971 - three at CVL from July 25th until April 1972 with two there into 1973 when three young reared; all
five remained into 1974 when four young were raised

7 Treated as escapes as species not then on British List
8 SBR says two from April 13th until May 26th

% SBR gives site as Kenn Moor

10 SBR gives date as 25th
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Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

An uncommon introduced resident which has bred occasionally since 1998.

It is also a very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant and was considered a local rarity until 1998.
The largest count is of 80 at OPS on 7th December, 2010.

It is difficult to establish the origin of many with certainty, given the large feral flock in Gloucestershire, but
wild birds have probably occurred, particularly some of the early records listed below, for example Palmer

and Ballance (1968) state that the 1945, 1963 and 1964 records ‘seem to refer to wild birds’. The 1995,
1996 and 2016 ABRs mention additional records that might relate to wild birds

1945 - seven at Ladye Bay on January 27th

1959 - one possibly wild at BL on November 7th, CVL on 8th and BL again on 13th. A party of five at CVL
from December 1st were initially considered to be wild. However, what was presumed to be the same birds
were seen again, from early January until the third week of February 1960, and of four then watched closely
three were carrying Wildfowl Trust rings

1963 - four with 200 Whitefronts at Sand Bay on January 12tht!
1964 - CVL from September 26th until October 20th
1970 - Woodspring Bay on January 11th, eight at Clevedon from December 26th until 29th

11 Although Palmer and Ballance (1968) and SBR give the date as 2nd
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Greylag Goose Anser anser

An uncommon introduced resident and former summer moult migrant, with a largest count of 43 at CVL on
16th June, 1996. It was also treated as a local rarity until 1987.

It is assumed that most if not all belong to the naturalised population of the western race A. a. anser.

It was rarer in the past, Davis (1947) considered it to be a scarce winter visitor with very few authentic
records, ‘though perhaps more frequent than is supposed’. In the late 1800’'s it had been considered as a
‘rare winter visitor, Avonmouth’ by Wheeler (1874) and ‘occurs on the Severn coast in winter’ in 1899.

Early published records include the following:

1954 - two adults and an immature at CVL from March 21st until April 13th

1956 - one, apparently this species, amongst 14 Whitefronts at Clevedon on February 12th
1968 - five at R Kenn on December 15th

1969 - two at Sand Point on February 9th, Sand Point on April 27th

1972 - Sand Bay on January 30th, CVL on May 7th and 22nd [both SBR]

1974 - CVL from November 16th until 27th April, 1975,

1975 - a pair raised five young at Tortworth Park Lake, one at CVL from early July until September 3rd,
one at CVL from September 24th until October 13th
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Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis

A local rarity with just two twentieth century records:

1990 - ten at BL from February 10th until 25th [fabalis per 1996 ABR]
1998 - one at OPS on March 1st was thought to be fabalis

Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris

A local rarity with three records this century:

2006, four adults with nine juveniles at BL on October 18th and again on 20th were thought to be rossicus
2011, three individuals - two at CI-Y on November 17th, Weston STW from December 10th until 18th
2020, 11 at OPS on December 5th, 10th, 11th and 12th

There are also two twentieth century records:
1993 - Yeo Estuary on December 5th and 6th [rossicus’? per 1996 ABR]

1996 - BL on January 27th relocated to CVL the next day and remained until March 21st having visited BL
a few times

Bean Goose sp Anser sp
There are a couple of earlier records which were not assigned to race
1879 - two shot out of seven, Nailsea on November 2nd [1990 ABR], Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1958 - one with Whitefronts in fields at north end of CVL on January 26th with two on February 2nd, 8th
and 9th

In addition, one at CVL from May 16th until early June 1987 and another at BG on March 22nd and CVL
from 25th until 11th August, 1990, were treated as escapes

Wheeler (1874) listed the species as ‘occasional, Avonmouth’ whilst Charbonnier (1899) says it ‘occurs on
the Severn coast in winter’. However, Davis (1947) said that ‘most records in former years doubtful owing
to confusion with Pink-foot’.

12 Before the Bean geese were split into two species the tundra race was ssp rossicus
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Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
A local rarity with six records this century:
2002, one at BL between May 31st and June 9th visited CVL on June 6th and 8th

2011, four, two adults and two first-winters, at BL from December 10th (visiting CVL on 27th) until 23rd
February, 2012 then relocated to CVL where they remained until March 22nd

2013, two adults at CVL from November 22nd until December 28th when they started moving between CVL
and BL; one remained until March 2nd or 3rd while the other departed on 4th April, 2014

2019, an adult at BL from November 24th until 26th and then briefly at CVL!3
2021, an adult at New Passage on January 23rd and 24th'4

2022, a flock of between 20 and 30 flew over Whitchurch on October 3rd

There are 13 twentieth century records involving 22 individuals:

1940 - two shot from a small party near Avonmouth and three shot from a flock of grey geese on Horfield
Common on January 30th. Six or seven amongst White-fronts along the river bank between Avonmouth
and Severn Beach on February 1st and 2nd

1958 - a ringed bird with Whitefronts at CVL on January 26th and February 2nd
1961 - in field near Kingston Seymour on October 15th

1973 - CVL on February 18th

1974 - two at CVL on December 9th

1979 - CVL from November 22nd until 10th February, 1980

151986 - one at BL on February 8th and 9th then moved to CVL and remained until May 13th with
presumably the same in flight over BG on May 16th

1988 - a sick juvenile caught by a dog at Littleton Warth on November 29th died soon after
1996 - a first-winter at Aust from February 26th until March 10th; one briefly at CVL on March 2nd
1999 - an adult at BL from October 22nd and then moving between here and CVL until 13th February, 2000

13 An adult at CVL occasionally during June, August and September, and also seen over Chew Magna, was considered to be an
escape

14 An adult at CVL on June 8th was considered to be an escape

15 one at CVL on June 19th and 20th 1985 is listed under Escapes
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White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons

European White-fronted Goose A. a. albifrons

This is now an uncommon passage migrant and/or winter visitor with a strong decline over the past few
decades. This decline is in line with the decline in numbers at Slimbridge.

Clearly it was commoner in the past, the largest count was of 400 at Clevedon Bay on 31st December, 1963
[Rose (1992)], while Davis (1947) described it as a ‘winter visitor, frequently reported from both coastal
and inland areas’ and at the end of the 1800’s it was said to ‘occur on the Severn coast in winter, this is the
most abundant of the four species of geese which visit the district’

Greenland White-fronted Goose A. a. flavirostis
A local rarity with just four records:

1964 - CVL on December 21st

1993 - a first-winter at BL on November 6th'6
2010 - two adults at OPS'” on October 17th
2019 - a party of six at OPS on March 4th

16 VVinicombe (2001) says this bird was present at CVL on November 2nd but it is not included in Vinicombe (2020); the ABR says a
first-winter Whitefront present at CVL on 2nd and a Whitefront seen in flight at BG on 6th may possibly have been this bird
17 But Hayes (2020) gives the site as Littleton
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Mute Swan Cygnus olor

A fairly common resident with most now wintering just inland from the coast in North Somerset and summer
moulting flocks occurring principally at CVL, from where the largest single count, of 190 in July 2018, comes.

There used to be a wintering flock in the Floating Harbour but this has declined since feeding ceased in the
early 2000’s.
Davis (1947) said it was ‘resident in a semi feral state though many pairs are entirely wild. Frequent at the

docks and reservoirs and not uncommon wherever there are suitable waters’. In the 1800’s neither Wheeler
(1874) nor Charbonnier (1899) included the species, presumably as any present were not considered wild.

According to Bland and Dadds (2012) there were probably less than 20 breeding pairs in the area prior to
1955, but this increased to 33 pairs by 1983, 40 by 1998 and 90 by 2012. The also give a population

estimate of between 500 and 600.
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Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus

An uncommon and declining winter visitor and autumn passage migrant, with a largest count of 141 at CVL
on 2nd January, 1977.

The average arrival is on 2nd November, six days later than given by Bland (1992) with the earliest arrival
on 11th October in both 1991 (two adults at CVL) and 2004 (three adults at BL). The average departure is
11th February, over a month earlier than the March 13th given by Bland (1992) while the latest departure
was on 26th April, 1966, one at CVL.

It was considered a local rarity until sometime after 1963 which ties in with Davis (1947) who described it
as an ‘irregular winter visitor’.

Early records include:

1879 - one shot from a flock of 13 on the coast near Clevedon. The date of this record is unclear as Davis
(1947) gives it as December while Palmer and Ballance (1968) give it as January/February

1920 - a party of ‘wild swans’ at BL which may have been Bewicks Palmer and Ballance (1968)
1941 - four at BL on January 12th [SBR]

1942 - four at BL on 11th January 11th [SBR]

1945 - four at BL on February 20th [SBR]

1946 - six at BL on January 27th [SBR]
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Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

A local rarity with 59 individuals recorded this century:
2000, an adult flew NE at OPS on December 23rd

2005, four individuals - two at Northwick Warth from January 13th until 16th and two adults at CI-Y on
November 19th

2008, three individuals — an adult flew SW at Severn Beach on March 29th, an adult at CVL on October 28th
and 29th and a first-winter at CI-Y from November 5th until 7th

2009, nine individuals - three adults at CVL on February 21st, three adults around Weston-super-Mare on
March 19th, 22nd and 29th, three adults at BG on October 8th

2010, three individuals - two adults flew past OPS and Northwick Warth on October 16th, an adult at CVL
from November 14th until 25th

2011, an adult at CVL on December 23rd was seen in flight later the same day at BL
2012, five individuals - two adults at CVL on January 19th, three adults at BL on November 18th

2013, four individuals — an adult flew over New Passage on November 3rd, three adults flew past Sand Point
on 4th

2015, six individuals - four adults at CVL on November 21st, two adults at Weston STW on December 31st
2016, three individuals - two adults at CVL on November 7th, an adult at BG on 9th
2017, four individuals — an adult at BL on December 5th, three at OPS on 9th

2018, four individuals - two adults at Northwick Warth on January 7th, two adults flew over Northwick
Warth on October 29th

2019, two individuals — an adult at Newton Park from October 31st until 14th April, 2020, an adult at CVL
on November 18th

2020, five individuals — an adult on Kenn Moor from March 23rd until April 1st, four adults at OPS and then
Pilning on December 8th

2021, four individuals - an adult in flight at Cl-Y and later at PWD on October 24th, two adults at the mouth
of the R Banwell from November 3rd until 19th, an adult at BL on November 4th

2022, an adult flew over OPS on December 15th

At least 90 were recorded in the twentieth century:

1901 - Avonmouth Davis (1947)

1956 - BL from February 9th until April 8th

1959 - adult at CVL on January 3rd

1961 - two adults and three juveniles at CVL on January 29th, two at BL on December 20th [both SBR]

1962 - 12 at BL on January 14th, four at BL on November 3rd, 20 on 4th, 18 on 11th and 11 on 18th, eight
at CVL on November 11th

1963 - two adults at CVL from March 10th until 24th
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1965 - four at BL on February 7th, two adults at CVL on November 20th

1968 - four in flight at Clevedon, R Yeo on January 14th

1969 - two at CVL on December 9th

1970 - two at CVL on January 13th

1973 - two at BL on January 18th, an adult at CVL from November 17th until 25th
1974 - party of eight (three juveniles) at BL on December 7th

1983 - over the Yeo Estuary on January 2nd, OPS silt lagoon on October 30th, five over Northwick on
November 13th, two at Tortworth Lake on December 4th

1988 - two adults and three juveniles at the Yeo Estuary on December 18th

1992 - two adults in flooded fields at Stanton Drew on December 20th and 21st

1995 - four adults and two first-winters flew W over the Yeo Estuary on November 5th
1997 - an adult at Weston STW and Bleadon Levels from December 13th until 22nd*®

Prior to that the only reference is in Wheeler (1874) who described the species as ‘rare, Avonmouth’

18 see 1998 ABR for date correction
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Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca

A very scarce visitor either from the UK feral population or direct escapes from captivity, but with a
significant increase in reports since 2013 when started breeding locally.

Bred at CVL in 2013, 2014 and 2015 (and probably nearby in 2017 with two juveniles present at the lake
in April) and in the Woodspring Bay area in 2022. At least one pair of released birds bred!® at an ornamental
pond in Bitton in 2015

Early records are few and far between, possibly because records were thought to relate to escapes:
1901 - bred in Bath, mentioned in Palmer and Ballance (1968)
1955 - Eastville Park on March 20th, see Waterbirdnews issue 39, Autumn 2023
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The ongoing work of digitising our historic paper forms has unearthed
some gems from WeBS counts of old. Here you can see a field sketch of
an Egyptian Goose from the 20th March 1955 at Eastville Park, Bristol.
At this time, Egyptian Geese were not as common to see as they are
now; they were introduced to the UK as part of private collections in the
17th century and slowly spread into the wild, only being added to the
British Bird List in 1971. So you can understand why this counter had to
be sure they were correct with their ID!
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1957 - an unringed bird at CVL on April 6th, 18th and 20th [1959 ABR and SBR]
1959 - an unringed bird at CVL on December 20th

1984 - three at CVL on May 30th and again on December 31st

1991 - two adults and two immatures at BL on February 24th

1994 - BL on January 26th

Records from CVL in 1988 and 1989 were treated as escapes.

191t is unclear how many of the pairs present bred, nor how many young were reared



25

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
A fairly common resident; most migrate to moult. Uncommon inland (except at CVL).

The largest count is of 1,100 at Sand Bay on 18th November, 2007 Higgins (2017). The largest inland count
is of 48 at CVL on 31st May, 201320

An uncommon breeder which has declined in the last five decades, see Rose (2011). Bland and Dadds
(2012) estimated the current breeding population at 20 pairs and the table below shows the number of
young raised each year this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 O ©O06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22

Breeding success: Total number of young at all sites this century

This status has not really changed over time, for example Wheeler (1874) gives it as ‘not uncommon, banks
of Severn, BG’ while Charbonnier (1899) says ‘resident, breeds in fair numbers near the Severn coast’ and
the 1929 SBR says ‘common on the coast, breeds Woodspring, Sand Bay etc. Occasional at BL where has
nested once’.

Davis (1947) says it is ‘resident, common and well known as a breeding species at Woodspring, along the
Severn reaches and elsewhere in coastal areas. Also breeds on Steep Holm and nesting has been reported
from Denny Isle. Occasional on inland waters in winter.” According to Bland and Dadds (2012) there were
50 pairs on Steep Holm in 1922 but that has now fallen to almost zero, perhaps as a result of the collapse
of the rabbit population and the growth in breeding gulls there.

20 ABR incorrectly gives the May maximum as 43
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Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata
An uncommon introduced resident, the chart below shows the number of individuals this century.

2000 01 02 03 04 o05 O6 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22
Total number of individuals each year this century

It is also an occasional breeder, with the first local breeding confirmed at Tortworth Lake in 1996 and the
latest in 2022 at Nailsea, Moorend Spout.

It was considered a local rarity until 2005. Early published records are as follows:
1974 - a female at CVL on April 1st and 3rd

1976 - a male at CVL on December 19th [SBR]

1978 - a tame female at Victoria Park, Bath on November 19th

1980 - a male at Dyrham Park in January until February 17th, a male at Victoria Park, Bath on March 16th,
a male at CVL from November 16th until 30th

| e
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Garganey Spatula querquedula
A scarce passage migrant and summer visitor mainly seen at CVL and BL.

The largest count is of 34 at CVL on 2nd September, 1978. It has bred locally but not recently. Breeding
was reported from BL in 1910 [British Birds, vol. 4, number 12, page 367] without any definitive evidence,
a pair probably bred there in 1947, and in 1949 two nests with eggs were found there in May and four
young were seen in June and July. At CVL pairs bred in 13 years between 1955 and 1992, see Vinicombe
(2020) while Bland and Dadds (2012) mention a recent proven breeding at an undisclosed site.

The average arrival date is currently April 5th and that average has hardly changed in the past 50 years,
although Bland (1992) says arrival was earlier when the species regularly bred locally. The earliest published
arrival is 8th March, 1961, a pair at CVL, although Bland (1992) mentions March 4th, 1969 and March 5th,
1970 without a source or location.

The average departure date is currently October 15th which is more than two weeks later than mentioned
in Bland (1992) while the latest departure was on 13th December, 1992, a first-winter male at CVL. A
female wintered at CVL and BL in 2011/12 and a first-winter male was at PWD from 24th December 2019
until 2nd January 2020.

It was less common in the past, Davis (1947) describes it as a ‘passage migrant in small numbers, occurring
chiefly in spring, sometimes remains in summer. In the last decade has been reported from Kenn Moor
(twice) and BL on various occasions. Only two or three autumn records’. Neither Wheeler (1874) nor
Charbonnier (1899) include the species.




28

Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors

A national rarity with three records this century:

2003, an adult female at CVL from August 12th until 26th and again on 30th [BBRC]
2009, a female at Weston STW on September 28th [2012 BBRC][2012 ABR]

2011, a female at CVL from June 5th2! until 24th [BBRC]

There are five twentieth century records:
1979 - CVL on 18th November [BBRC] [1980 ABR but with incorrect date]
1992 - an adult female at CVL from July 29th until August 13th [BBRC]

1993 - a female at BL on May 1st was paired with a Shoveler and remained until October 10th [BBRC, see
2013 ABR for clarification], a first winter male at CVL from October 9th until 11th [BBRC]

1995 - an adult female at CVL from September 2nd until 5th [BBRC]
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21 A photograph taken on this date, and previously unidentified, has recently come to light [2021 ABR]
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Shoveler Spatula clypeata

A fairly common, but generally local, winter visitor and autumn passage migrant; usually common at CVL
and BL in autumn/early winter.

The largest published count is of 1,138 at CVL on 1st January, 1961, although there is some doubt as to
the accuracy of this figure, see Vinicombe (2020) for a possible explanation of why it may involve some
double counting. Higgins (2009) gives the highest WeBS count for CVL as 865 in November 1995, and the
1995 ABR gives the maximum figure for that month as 875.

Davis (1947) described the species as a ‘winter visitor to suitable inland waters, usually in moderate but
sometimes in considerable numbers. Small parties often occur in coastal areas’. Conversely Wheeler (1874)
said it was a ‘rare winter visitor, Portishead’.

Although it is scarce in summer, it used to breed regularly at CVL and BL, with the last record in 2016. It
possibly bred at PWD in 2019. Davis (1947) said ‘a few remain in summer and nesting has been reported
on various occasions from BL. Has probably bred on Kenn Moor and perhaps elsewhere’ and this ties in with
Charbonnier (1899) which said ‘a few pairs breed on the moors of North Somerset’.

Gadwall Mareca strepera

A fairly common resident, winter visitor and late summer/autumn moult visitor, most humerous in
autumn with a largest count of 740 at CVL in November 2022.

It is also a scarce breeding species with half a dozen or so pairs each year. It used to breed at CVL in some
numbers, peaking at 29 broods in 1970 but since 1994 the number of broods there have crashed, see
Vinicombe (2020).

2000 01 02 03 04 O5 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22

Number of broods each year this century

It was much rarer in the past, neither Wheeler (1974) nor Charbonnier (1899) include it while the 1929
SBR said it was a ‘rare winter visitor with a female shot at BL on 22nd December, 1915’. Davis (1947) said
it was a ‘scarce winter visitor, little known formerly but now reported at intervals in very small humbers.
Has been noted at the reservoirs the latest records being those of three at BL April 1942 and a pair April
1946’
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Wigeon Mareca penelope

A common winter visitor and passage migrant, with a largest count of 7,000 between Aust and New Passage
on 24th January, 1987; rare in summer

Wheeler (1874) gave it as a ‘rare winter visitor, Portishead, Ashton’ but Charbonnier (1899) said it was
‘common on the Severn coast in winter’ and the 1929 SBR said it was a numerous winter visitor to BL, while
numbers at BG vary and it was a regular visitor to the coast. Davis (1947) said a ‘winter visitor, occurring
commonly on the coast and on suitable inland waters’

American Wigeon Mareca americana

Now a local rarity, but a national rarity until 2002. There are just three records this century:
2009, a female at Weston STW on June 6th

2017, a male at Littleton Warth on January 2nd

2018, a female at CVL from October 25th until the end of the month

There are five twentieth century records:
1946 - a male at BL from January 27th until February 5th [British Birds vol 39 p219-220][SBR]

1976 - two males at the confluence of the Rivers Frome and Avon on the Wilts border on August 30th [1977
BBRC]

1977 - an adult male at CVL on April 2nd [BBRC][in addendum]
1978 - an adult male at CVL from December 10th until 20th January, 1979. [BBRC*]
1988 - a male at Chew Magna Res on May 13th [BBRC]
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Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

A common and widespread resident, autumn passage migrant and winter visitor with largest counts of 2,300
at CVL on 2nd October, 1966 [SBR], 2,160 at CVL in August 1980.

Also, a fairly common breeder (by far our commonest breeding duck), Bland and Dadds (2012) estimated
a local breeding population of 1500 pairs. The chart below shows the percentage changes over the last 25

years.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 1994 - 2022
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Although Wheeler (1874) described it as ‘not common, ponds and marshes’ Charbonnier (1899) said it was
‘resident, nests in suitable localities’ while the 1929 SBR said ‘abundant winter visitor at BL where a good
many breed in the vicinity. Frequent in pairs or small parties at BG where occasionally 15 or 20 in autumn
but rarely more and no evidence of breeding’. By the 1940s, Davis (1947) described it as ‘resident, also an
abundant winter visitor. As a breeding bird is common and widely distributed. Often numerous on the coast,

at the reservoirs and other suitable haunts’

Pintail Anas acuta

An uncommon autumn passage migrant and winter visitor; most occur at CVL in autumn with a largest
count from there of 188 on 23rd November, 1976. Winter visitors start to leave from mid-February with an
average last date of 17th April with autumn arrivals having an average date of 4th August.

It's status in the past was clearly different with Wheeler (1874) calling it a ‘rare winter visitor, Avonmouth’
while Charbonnier (1899) said it ‘occurs on the Severn coast’. The 1929 SBR said ‘occasional at BL, BG and
Litton’ while Davis (1947) said ‘winter visitor, regular in small numbers on the coast and at suitable inland

waters’
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Teal Anas crecca

A common winter visitor and autumn passage migrant to the coast and the reservoirs, with a largest count
of 5,600 at CVL on 15th December, 1984, present in small numbers elsewhere.

A few usually over-summer at CVL but it has not bred there. A nest with eggs was found at Clevedon on
22nd May, 1952, while Palmer and Ballance (1968) give breeding records at BL for ‘before 1907/, 1915,
1926 (the SBR says three or four young, hardly able to fly, were seen with a duck in June), and probably
other years to 1939.

Although Wheeler (1874) said it was ‘rare, Clevedon, Portishead’ Charbonnier (1899) said it ‘occurs
commonly on the Severn coast in winter’. The 1929 SBR gave it as ‘abundant in winter at BL where has
bred occasionally. Occasional at BG, usually singly or in couples or small parties up to 12 or 15, rarely in
larger numbers. Not uncommon on the coast’ while Davis (1947) said ‘chiefly an abundant winter visitor to
the coast and inland waters but a few remain in summer’.
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Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis

Now a local rarity but a national one until 1991, and only treated as a full species by the BOU from 2001.
This century 19 individuals have been recorded:

2000, two individuals — Yeo Estuary on April 8th and CVL from April 8th until 15th

2001, OPS from January 4th until 13th

2002, two individuals - a first-winter at PW from January 6th until 19th, BL on December 27th
2007, Axe Estuary on March 2nd, 4th and 11th

2010, three individuals - Axe Estuary on January 17th, 30th and 31st, OPS on January 27th, CVL on
December 17th

2012, CVL on April 17th and 18th with it or another there on 30th and May 1st
2013, two individuals - Weston STW on December 7th, New Passage from December 27th until 29th
2014, two individuals - BL on November 9th, New Passage on November 22nd and 23rd

2015, three individuals - New Passage/Aust from January 1st until February 21st, Axe Estuary on February
5th and 15th until 18th, Severn Beach on April 5th

2019, CVL from November 13th until December 6th

2021, CVL intermittently from November 23rd until December 13th and seen at BL on December 6th and
7th

Only six individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:
1949 - BL on December 18th [British Birds vol 43 p303]

GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas crecca carolinensis

S. Adult male among common Teal, Blagdon reservoir, Dec. 18.
Viewed with telescope at fifty yards’ range, when the following
characters as compared with males of 4. ¢. ¢recca were noted—white,
vertical breast-band immediately fore of the wing; absence of
white, horizontal band above wing ; ill-defined and scarcely percept-
ible creamy-white line separating chestnut crown from green eye-
band ; warmer ground-colour of lower breast (B.K. and D. Taylor).
No previous record for the district or for County of Somerset, and,
as P.S. reports all captive Green-winged Teal in the British Isles
as being permanently pinioned, it seems evident that the bird was
a genuinely wild visitor.

1977 - CVL from November 17th [in addendum] until 26th January, 1978 [BBRC*]
1986 - CVL from October 28th until November 13th [BBRC*]

1989 - 95, one at CVL from November 26th until December 7th [BBRC*], again on 3rd February, 1990
[BBRC*] and then from September 29th intermittently until 23rd February, 1991 [BBRC*]. It returned on
November 9th until 7th March, 1992 and again from September 22nd until 5th December, 1992 and then
on 23rd January, 1993 and again from October 3rd until 22nd January, 1994 (visiting BL on January 6th).
It reappeared from October 3rd until 1st April, 1995 (visiting BG on February 22nd)

1991 - a first-winter at CVL on January 13th, 19th and February 23rd??

1997 - 98 - a distinctive male at Newton Park Lakes from mid-February until March 29th was again present
from January 27th until February 14th and then seen at CVL on 21st and 22nd March, 199823

22 Different Common x Green-winged Teal hybrids were also present on January 19th and 26th respectively
23 According to the 1998 ABR that was its fifth consecutive winter. It was distinctive in that it showed faint horizontal scapular lines
as well as prominent vertical breast stripes.
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Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina

A scarce visitor, most often in autumn with a largest count of 12 at CVL on 25th December, 2020. It's true
status as a continental visitor is obscured by feral birds (there is a large population at the Cotswold Water
Park) and escapes.

It was considered a national rarity until 1963 and a local rarity until 2008, and the table below shows the
number of individuals recorded annually this century.

R
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Number of individuals recorded each year this century

The earliest published local records are as follows:

1953 - a male at BL on October 11th

1959 - a female or immature at BL on December 27th [BBRC]

1961 - two males and a female at BL on November 19th and December 19th [BBRC]
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Pochard Aythya ferina

A fairly common winter visitor and autumn passage migrant. The largest published counts are 3,093 for the
mid-month CVL duck count in January 1977 [SBR] and ‘counts or estimates of 610 - 5,000’ early in 1977
[ABR]

Uncommon in summer, it is a scarce breeder at CVL (in 43 of the years between 1959 and 2017 per
Vinicombe (2020), and has bred at BL.

Wheeler (1874) gave it as an ‘occasional winter visitor, Nailsea’ although Palmer and Ballance (1968) say
it was regular at Weston-super-Mare in the 1860s. Charbonnier (1899) says it ‘occurs yearly on BG’ while
the 1929 SBR says ‘abundant winter visitor to BL, where normally outnumbers Tufted Duck, and has
remained into the breeding season but no evidence of breeding. Present at BG from autumn until spring in
varying numbers, usually about 12 - 50 but occasionally up to 200 or more’. Davis (1947) says ‘winter
visitor, common and often abundant on suitable inland waters, occasional in small parties on the coast. A
few sometimes remain in summer and nesting was reported from BL in 1931 and 1933 but the records lack
conclusive details. Breeding proven at BL when a nest and eggs taken early July 1936’. A nest with eight
eggs were found at BL on 4th June, 1949 but the nest was found ‘wrecked’ two weeks later [SBR].
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Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca
A national rarity with 18 individuals recorded this century:

2000 - 04 - a female at CVL from March 22nd until April 15th and then again from June 23rd until July 10th
[BBRC]J[drawing]. It reappeared to CVL in 2001 on May 19th and 25th and from June 19th until 28th [BBRC]
and again in 2002 on August 22nd and September 14th [BBRC]. In 2003 it was at CVL between April 10th
and 21st, on June 11th and 27th, on July 13th, August 27th and September 3rd [2008 ABR]. In 2004 she
was present between February 20th and September 15th [2008 ABR]

2003 - 06 - an adult male was at CVL from April 18th until September 2nd; he returned in 2004 on February
23rd and joined the adult female [2008 ABR]. It is thought the pair probably nested?*. In 2005 the adult
male was at CVL on March 25th, a pair on July 3rd and the adult female from September 6th until 27th
[2008 ABR]. In 2006 a pair possibly bred at CVL with the pair seen mating on June 12th, an adult male
seen on August 24th and November 16th and an adult female from August 13th until November 4th and
also seen at BL in October.

2006 - 11 - a juvenile male was at CVL from October 18th until November 5th. This was presumably the
first-summer male seen at CVL between June 6th and 10th November, 2007 and in 2008 at CVL, BG, Weston
STW and BL between May 10th and December 21st. It was thought to have returned in 2010 to CVL, being
seen between February 4th and December 15th [2010 ABR for additional dates]. It also returned in 2011
being seen at CVL, Publow and BL between February 12th and November 5th

2007, two individuals — a male at BL on June 16th and an adult female at CVL on June 20th and August
19th and 20th

2008, an adult female at CVL on November 3rd

2009, two individuals — an adult male at CVL from March 18th until November 28th with a second male on
May 17th

2010, three individuals - a first-summer male at CVL from September 12th until October 11th with a second
from September 23rd until November 22nd while a female was present from October 25th until November
8th

2012, two individuals - an adult male at BL from July 12th until August 19th was then at CVL on August
30th and 31st and September 1st, 14th, 18th and 22nd, an adult female at CVL from September 8th until
12th and on 18th and 22nd and October 1st, 4th and 18th

2013, three individuals - an adult female at BG on April 19th, an adult male missing an eye was at CVL on
various dates between May 13th and November 16th, an adult female at CVL from August 28th until
September 24th

24 See an article on the possible breeding attempts at CVL in the February 2011 edition of British Birds
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2015, a female at CVL from August 28th until September 10th
2016, an adult female at CVL on October 17th and 18th

Just six individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:
1922 - an immature obtained at BL on November 4th [British Birds vol 18 page 301]
1923 - what may have been a drake at BG on November 26th?> [British Birds vol 17 p188-189]

1929 - a female shot on the R Axe, near Lympsham, February 14th 2 see Davis (1947), Palmer and Ballance
(1968) and British Birds vol 22 p374

1955 - CVL on January 2nd

1968 - a male at CVL from December 29th had previously been at Orchardleigh in Somerset [BBRC]; it
remained until 30th March, 1969, visiting BL on January 12th [SBR]

1976 - one, probably an immature male, was at CVL from January 6th until 17th

25 See also ‘The Birds of Barrow Gurney Reservoirs’ by A C Leach in the 1934 Proceedings which states ‘A Ferruginous Duck was once
reported’

26 Although Lympsham is in Somerset the river forms the county boundary
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Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris
A national rarity until 1994 and a local rarity since with 27 new individuals recorded this century:

2001, a new male probably arrived at BL on July 15th and was subsequently seen at CVL and BG until
August 25th

2002, a second male at CVL from August 4th until September 14th
2003, a second male at CVL from June 16th until September 21st

2005 - 06, three individuals - two first-winter males and a female at CVL on November 5th and 6th with
the female and one of the males remaining until 22nd April, 2006

2008 - a total of eight (six first-winter males and two females) at CVL on November 9th, with three (two
males) the next day and a female on the 11th.

2009, an adult male was at BL from October 4th until 31st and then at CVL intermittently until December
3rd before being seen at BL again on 12th

2010, an adult male at CVL from September 13th until December 5th

2011, three individuals - an adult male at CVL from May 6th until 9th, an eclipse male at BL between August
17th and 24th and then at CVL until November 4th, a first-winter male at CVL on November 7th, then at BL
until 25th and at Weston STW from December 3rd until 12th

2012, three individuals - two adult males at PWD on February 27th, an adult male at CVL on October 14th
and again from November 1st until 28th
2013, an adult male at CVL on April 20th and 21st and again from May 13th until 16th

2016, an adult male at CVL from October 15th visited BL on November 2nd and remained at CVL until 7th
February, 2017

2019, a male at CVL from April 17th until 30th

2020, an adult male at CVL from March 13th until 15th with possibly the same male there again on
November 29th and 30th

2022/23 - an adult male at CVL on November 10th and 11th moved to BL on 12th and 13th before going
missing. It reappeared at BL from December 11th into 2023

A total of 12 individuals were seen in the twentieth century, some of which returned for several years:

1971 - 73 - an adult male at BL from April 4th until 24th and at CVL on May 2nd and 23rd [SBR]J[BBRC(C]. 1t
returned in 1972 when at BL from March 26th until April 15th, at CVL on May 29th and at BL from June
30th until August 23rd [SBR]. In 1973 it was at BL from March 16th until April 16th and again on June 4th
and at CVL from May 9th until 27th and again on June 10th [SBR]

1976 - 77, four individuals — an immature male at CVL from December 19th with two adult males there
from December 29th [BBRC]. The immature visited BL in early 1977 but then returned to CVL where it was
joined by a fourth male from February 6th until 12th, with two remaining until 27th and one until March
27th.

1980 - an immature female at CVL from June 15th until August 9th [BBRC]
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RING-NECKED DUCK

SA An immature female of this N, American species was found at CVL on 15 June
by KEV, It stayed to 9 August, seen by many observers, then moved to Cheddar
Res,, Somerset, where N&LT found it on 17 August (BBRC). A second female was
found at CVL on 3 August; it carried a coloured ring so was considered an escape,
It was last seen on 21 September and underwent complete wing moult while present,
(BBRC), Neither bird showed the tear line behind the eye or the prominent white
bill band usually described as characteristic of the species. KEV's sketch

is reproduced below,.
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1985 - 87 - a male at CVL from May 18th until June 30th [BBRC][drawing] with what was assumed the
same individual at CVL in 1986 from April 26th until 29th, May 22nd until July 1st and August 10th [BBRC]
and again at CVL in 1987 from April 25th until May 5th [BBRC]

1988 - two males at New Passage on April 2nd [BBRC]
1989 - a male at CVL on December 8th [BBRC]

1998 - 2005 - a male at CVL from May 27th until June 13th and then at BG from November 1st until 3rd
January, 1999. It was then seen at various local sites until November 10th. It was seen again in 2000 at
various sites between February 17th and November 2nd. It returned in 2001 from April 11th and again in
2002 and 2003. In 2004 it was only noted at CVL and BG between June 10th and August 21st. In 2005 it
returned on February 27th and was noted mainly at PW and ASW and was noted at various local sites until
18th February, 2008.
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Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

A common resident, winter visitor and double passage migrant with a largest count of 3,145 at CVL in
September 2021.

Now a scarce breeder, see chart below. Breeding numbers have declined significantly at CVL since the early
1970’s, see Vinicombe (2020).
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Breeding success; number of young each year this century

Wheeler (1874) did not list the species while Charbonnier (1899) says ‘has occurred on BG'. The 1929 SBR
said ‘abundant winter visitor to BL where a pair attempted to breed in 190627 and two pairs bred in 191028,
Present at BG from autumn until spring, usually about 12 - 30 but sometimes 40 or 50 and occasionally
many more. A few at Hunstrete most winters’ while Davis (1947) says ‘known chiefly as a common winter
visitor to inland waters. A few remain in summer and breeding has been reliably recorded from BL on various
occasions since 1906. A pair nested, unsuccessfully at Litton 1932. A few visited the docks at Cumberland
Basin during the severe frosts of January 1940 and February 1947. Exceptional on the coast’

27 See Zoologist 1908 page 114
28 British Birds vol 4 page 367
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Scaup Aythya marila
Now a scarce passage migrant and winter visitor which is most frequent at the reservoirs.

The largest modern count is of 24 at Cl-Y on 30th October, 1988 but the largest historical count is from
1908 with c150 in Sand Bay on January 9th and c200 in Weston Bay on January 15th [1908 Zoologist page
73] although Blathwayt (1906) mentions flocks of up to 300 from ‘the bays near Weston-super-Mare'.

Although there are records from all months the average departure date is 16th April and the average arrival
on 24th September.

Prior to 2008 it was considered a local rarity.

Wheeler (1874) listed it as a ‘rare winter visitor, Portishead’ while Charbonnier (1899) said ‘has occurred
on the Severn coast’. The 1929 SBR said ‘regular in the Bristol Channel off Weston etc, rare at BL (4th
January, 1908, December 1914, nine on 20th December, 1923) and BG (5th January, 1925 with four on
19th)’. Davis (1947) says ‘winter visitor chiefly to the coast. Used to occur in gatherings of several hundred
at Weston-super-Mare but now much scarcer. The only recent record from the Severn reaches above
Avonmouth is of one off Severn Beach in April 1938. Fairly frequent at the reservoirs but usually no more
than a bird or two.’
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Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis
A national rarity with 14 individuals recorded, all this century:

2000, two individuals - a male at BL from April 22nd until May 7th and a female there on October 22nd
[BBRC] see Milbourne (2000) for more details

2007, two individuals - adult males at BL from March 11th until 20th and from September 30th until
November 21st [BBRC]

2008, a mobile adult male was seen at BL from March 15th until 20th, at BG from 21st until April 5th and
at CVL from 7th until May 1st

2010, a first-winter male at CVL on March 7th and from March 17th until April 8th [BBRC] [2011 ABR for
date corrections]

2011, an adult male at CVL on November 3rd and 4th [BBRC]

2012, two individuals (+ a third long stayer) - a first-winter male at CVL on February 23rd, an adult male
at CVL from October 11th until 30th [BBRC].

2012 - 16 - an adult male on March 11th until 23rd returning there from August 28th until November 16th
before moving to BL from 7th December until 31st January, 2013; it returned to CVL from 4th until 20th
November, 2013; in 2014 it was at BL and CVL between June 29th and September 3rd while in 2015 it was
at BL/CVL between July 12th until September 28th and again at CVL from November 12th until 7th January,
2016

2017, an adult male at CVL on November 12th,

2017 - 2022 - a second male at CVL from December 8th until 1st February, 2018 and again from November
26th until 18th January, 2019. It was seen there again on March 13th and 14th and from October 25th until
7th November, 2019, from October 23rd until at least 4th November, 2020, from October 24th until 8th,
November 2021 and from 13th April, 2022 until 23rd April

2018, a female at CVL from September 28th until October 8th
2019, a male at BL from March 16th until May 6th
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Eider Somateria mollissima

This is a scarce winter visitor and scarce/uncommon passage migrant, but may occur in any month. The
largest counts are of 19 at Sand Pt in late December 1971, although the 1972 ABR describes it as a ‘flock
of 20’ which remained until May 1972, and 18, including five adult males, flying down river at OPS on 31st
October, 1993.

The table below shows the numbers this century

2000 01 02 03 04 09 2010 11 12 13

Number of individuals recorded annually this century

It was considered a local rarity until 1995 and is still very rare inland, with records requiring supporting
notes - the only such recent records were in 1979 (BG on February 16th), 1988 (R Avon, Keynsham on
November 20th) and 1993 (CVL on November 2nd).

Charbonnier (1899) says it occurred at BG on 30th October, 1889 but as this was in the January 1899
edition of the Zoologist, which says it was a female shot, it seems the year was in fact 1888, as stated by
both Davis (1947) and Palmer and Ballance (1968). Davis (1947) says it is a ‘rare vagrant’ and the only
other record he mentions is of ‘a male on the Severn below Aust Cliff February, 1902’. The only other early
records I can find are as follows:

1953 - an immature male off Steep Holm on April 26th
1956 - an adult female off Steep Holm on May 6th
1963 - a female Sand Bay on August 2nd

1966 - an immature male Weston Bay from February 20th until March 19th, two Sand Bay from July 27th
until September 18th

1969 - an immature Sand Point on March 25th
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Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca
A local rarity with 20 individuals recorded this century:
2004, a female at BG on December 12th and 15th

2005, three first-winters at CVL from October 19th until November 9th with one first-winter from November
18th until December 9th

2007, five juveniles/first-winters at CVL on December 16th

2008, two juvenile males at CVL on December 6th

2012, flew past Sand Point on December 1st

2013, four first-winters (two males two females) at CVL on April 12th
2016, three juveniles (a male and two females) at CVL on November 28th
2017, a female/immature at CI-Y on April 9th

At least 45 individuals were recorded in the twentieth century:

1923 - ‘a scoter with white on the wing’ near the mouth of the Axe on September 9th [1929 SBR]
1926 - male and female at Barrow Gurney reservoirs, January Davis (1947)

1939 - an immature male at BL January 22nd until March 26th?°

1942 - an immature male at BG from March 29th until April 12th

1956 - five, including at least three males, between Yeo Est and Clevedon on February 12th

1963 - an immature male at BL from December 15th until 28th3°

1966 - a male at BL on Jan 29th [SBR]

1969 - an adult male off Sand Point on October 26th3! [1973 ABR]

1972 - four in flight past Sand Point on December 27th

1976 - a pair close off Chittening on October 31st

1977 - to NE past Brean Down on December 17th

1980 - a male off Clevedon on September 28th, a male past Chittening on November 9th

1983 - a male flew upriver past Severn Beach on November 7th, a pair at CVL on November 12th

1984 - an adult male at CVL on January 21st, a female flew upriver past New Passage on April 26th, five
immatures at CVL on November 10th

1985 - a male at Clevedon seen on November 3rd, 6th, 7th, 17th and December 22nd
1987 - seven at BL on January 18th, a pair on Severnside from January 25th until March 20th

1993 - a pair off Sand Point on December 19th with a first winter male on January 1st 1994 and the pair
from January 8th until 30th 1994

1996 - Severn Beach on November 16th [1997 ABR for date correction]

There are only two definite nineteenth century records, although Charbonnier (1899) says ‘has occurred
occasionally on the Severn coast’:

1882 - male caught alive at Midsomer Norton on April 11th, mentioned in Palmer and Ballance (1968)
1892 - adult male at New Passage, March, see Davis (1947)

29 See also British Birds vol 33 page 26
30 The record of an adult male at CVL on October 15th 1964 was recently withdrawn by one of the observers
311973 SBR says 27th
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Common Scoter Melanitta nigra

An uncommon spring, summer and autumn passage migrant and a scarce winter visitor; normally a few
inland records each year, mainly at CVL. The largest count is 115 at CVL on 31st October, 2002.

It was not mentioned in Wheeler (1874) but Charbonnier (1899) says it ‘occurs every winter on the Severn
coast’. Published early records are as follows:

1869 - Bath in April Palmer and Ballance (1968)

1911 - pair shot at BL on December 29th [1929 SBR]

1920 - wintered at BL into 1921 [1929 SBR]

1924 - adult male at BG on April 20th [SBR and British Birds vol 18 page 267]
1926 - female at BG on April 3rd and 5th

1927 - female or immature at BL on December 27th [1929 SBR]

1929 SBR - single birds are not very rare on the reservoirs and certainly occur too often to be dismissed as
accidental. Occasionally seen on the coast at Sand Bay etc

1937 - adult male between Sea Mills and the horseshoe bend on April 18th [SBR], a male off New Passage
in July Davis (1947)

Davis (1947) calls it a ‘winter visitor, uncommon but has been reported occasionally from Weston-super-
Mare and is perhaps more frequent in the Channel and Estuary than records suggest. Occurs in most years
at the reservoirs, usually single but party of five at BG September 1945.’

It was considered a local rarity until at least 1964.
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Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
A local rarity with 32 individuals recorded this century, including a regularly returning adult male:

2000, three individuals —a male at Hoar Gout from October 8th until 15th, a female at OPS from November
3rd until December 3rd, a juvenile at BG from November 4th until December 3rd

2001, OPS in early January, see Middleton (2006),

2001/02, a first-winter pair at CVL from November 10th until 15th April, 2002

2003, two individuals — a male on Severnside on May 5th, a female at BG from July 17th until 21st
2006/07, a juvenile at CVL from December 4th until 16th February, 2007

2008, a female/immature at CVL from October 19th until 31st

2009/10, a juvenile female at CVL from November 6th until January 2nd and again from April 21st until 9th
May, 2010

2011/12, a juvenile/first-winter female at BL from October 13th into 2012 when it started moving between
BL and CVL and was last seen on 13th May, 2012

2013, two individuals - a first-summer male at CVL from April 28th until May 6th, a juvenile at CVL from
November 11th until December 17th

2014, five individuals - a first-winter male at BG from January 1st until April 6th visited CVL on a couple of
dates, Sand Point on February 15th and 22nd, an immature at CVL on March 14th and two first-year males
at BL from March 16th until May 3rd visited CVL on three dates, a juvenile at CVL on November 3rd

2015, a female at CVL from March 7th until April 6th
2016, two adult males at BL on November 9th

2017, four individuals — a first-winter male at BG from January 10th until April 23rd, an immature at CI-Y
on July 23rd, an immature at CVL on October 21st, an adult male at BG on November 4th and 5th

2017 - 23 - an adult male at CVL from November 11th until December 29th and then at BG until 29th April,
2018 - it returned to CVL from November 19th until 26th and then moved to BG from November 30th until
22nd April, 2019 returning again to CVL from November 3rd until 13th before moving to BG on 17th until
23rd April, 2020; it returned to BG on November 7th, 2020 until April 18th, 2021; it returned to CVL from
November 17th until December 12th, 2021 before moving to BG on December 21st and remaining until
16th April, 2022. It returned to CVL on 12th November, moving to BG on 13th and into 2023

2019, a juvenile at CVL on December 12th and 16th
2021, a pair at PWD from June 18th until 23rd.

2022, two individuals - a juvenile at CVL on 31st October, a juvenile male at CVL from November 11th until
December 13th
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Approximately 100 were recorded in the twentieth century, the full details are given in Appendix 1 but the

graph below gives a summary:
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The only nineteenth century record is of one shot at Weston-super-Mare on 16th December, 1890, see
British Birds vol 18 page 301 and Zoologist 1890 page 66.
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Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

A fairly common winter visitor and spring passage migrant; numbers peak in late March and early April with
a largest count of 210 at CVL on 26th March, 1999.

It is scarce away from the main reservoirs, and scarce/very scarce in summer although it bred at CVL in
2008, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2021 and 2022.

Wheeler (1874) said it was a ‘rare winter visitor, near Banwell’ while Charbonnier (1899) said it had
‘occurred on the Severn coast and at BG'. The 1929 SBR said ‘regular winter visitor at BL in small numbers.
At BG small parties of up to ten frequent. No records from other inland waters but occasional on coast, seen
at Woodspring in hard weather’ while Davis (1947) said ‘winter visitor occurring regularly in small numbers
at the reservoirs. Scarce elsewhere’
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Smew Mergellus albellus

Since 2019 this has been a local rarity, with one accepted record since then, a female at CVL from November
16th into 2023.

The graph below shows the decline in the last ten years
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Number of individuals, or for 2000 and 2003 — 2006 the maximum count from CVL only, this century

The largest count, of 21 at CVL, was as recently as 11th February, 1997. Also notable was a flock of 14,
including 10 males, on the R Avon at Somerdale on 20th January, 1985 (Aldridge 1987)

Wheeler (1874) did not include the species but Davis (1947) mentions an adult male shot at Dyrham in
1855. Other early records are as follows:

1892 - Clevedon in January mentioned in Charbonnier (1899)

1908 - a redhead at BL on 4th January, 1908 [1929 SBR], although according to the 1908 Zoologist one
was shot there on January 4th (see page 114) and a redhead was seen on the 15th (page 74)

1917/18 - several shot in winter at BL [1929 SBR]

1919/20 and 1920/21 - a few at BL [1929 SBR]

1921 - six shot at BL on December 27th [1929 SBR]

1925 - a redhead on 6th January 6th [1929 SBR]

1927 - a female shot on the R Axe near Weston on December 29th [1929 SBR]
1928 - at BG a redhead on January 3rd and seven on 8th [1929 SBR]

1929 - a few on the Axe in January and February, five (one drake) at BL on February 24th and March
17th, at BG one on February 14th and 25th [1929 SBR]

Davis (1947) calls it a ‘winter visitor, regular at the reservoirs in small nhumbers, most records refer to
female or immature birds but adult males not infrequently noted in recent years’
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Goosander Mergus merganser

A fairly common winter visitor to CVL where the largest count is 283 on 3rd February, 1996. It is increasingly
recorded from other sites including CI-Y, but still uncommon away from CVL and scarce in the Estuary.

The average arrival date is 27th September and the average departure is 8th April.

The earliest published records are as follows:

1870 - Wraxall Charbonnier (1899)

1880 - Hinton Blewitt Davis (1947)

1891 - Bitton in January Charbonnier (1899)

The 1929 SBR says ‘only one record for BL prior to 1915, then five in December 1921 and six in 1922. At
BG a redhead on 5th December, 1927, then two on 9th February, 1928 and three on 13th March, 1928. A
pair shot at Litton *‘many years ago’ with one there in January and February 1929. One shot Bleadon parish
on 1st January, 1928 and a few on the Axe in January and February 1929'. Davis (1947) says ‘winter
visitor. Observations in recent years show that it occurs annually. Recorded in the past from Weston-super-

Mare. Has frequently been noted at the reservoirs usually single or in twos but up to five or six on several
occasions. One at Avonmouth 1947’

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator

A scarce winter visitor and passage migrant and a local rarity until 2009. The largest count is of at least 8,
possibly 11, at CVL on 28th December, 1968.

Neither Wheeler (1874) not Charbonnier (1899) mention the species although Palmer and Ballance (1968)
mention ‘several immatures near Weston-super-Mare, probably 1860s’. The 1929 SBR gives the following
records — six at BL in the 1920-21 winter with four there on 27th December, 1923, several reported in
winter 1924-25, one in the winter of 1927-28 and a single drake there on 3rd and 24th February and 2nd
March, 1929. A female at Hunstrete for several weeks in early spring 1929. Davis (1947) says it is an
‘irregular winter visitor occurring less frequently than Goosander. As with Goosander adult males seldom
met with’ and gives additional records of one at BG in April 1936 (a female on 10th per SBR) and one at
Hunstrete in 1941.
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Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis

A once common introduced winter visitor at CVL and BL with a largest count of 1,064 at CVL on 1st March,
1987, but scarce elsewhere. However regular culls by order of Defra means the last recorded local breeding
was in 2008 and it is now a rare vagrant.

The first published local record was in 1957 when a young male was at CVL in November but there may
have been earlier records as the 1958 SBR states, under Long-tailed Duck ‘we know of several instances
where birds have been identified as being of this species when they were, in fact, North American Ruddy
Ducks, some of which have reached the reservoirs as ‘escapes’ from the Wildfowl Trust’. Numbers increased
to four males during the subsequent winter and they were also seen at BL, with an additional male at BG
during the 57-58 winter. All were considered to be escapes from Slimbridge [12th Annual Report, Wildfow!
Trust, pp 167-8].

In 1960 there were three males at BL and four males at CVL for the greater part of the year and three
females or immatures appeared at CVL in December. In 1961 birds were noted at BL and CVL in most
months with up to eight at CVL and five at BL and they bred at CVL where a pair with six or seven ducklings
were seen on May 18th and June 3rd. In 1962 up to six (4 males) were at CVL between January and May
and a pair with fully grown juvenile were present on June 30th.
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Black Grouse Lyrurus tetrix
This species has been extinct locally for nearly a century, and probably was only ever occasional.

According to Palmer and Ballance (1968) the species was present on the north Mendips in the early 1800’s,
had died out by 1860 but recolonised again about 1875 and remained until the early 1920’s. This is backed
up by Charbonnier (1899) which describes the species as ‘shot every year on the Mendips’. Although Palmer
and Ballance (1968) give the last breeding as 1920, Davis (1947) says there was no definite breeding
evidence after a nest and eggs were found on Black Down in May, 1915.

Wheeler (1874) states ‘occurs occasionally, Portishead’ while Davis (1947) mentions a female in Mr A R
Robinson’s collection at Backwell House that was killed on Backwell Hill sometime prior to 1900. The only
other definite records inside Avon come from 1922 when a male was shot in Mendip Wood at the foot of
Black Down (presumably this is what is now called Mendip Lodge Wood) and a female was seen on Dolebury
Warren.

The extract from the 1946 SBR below gives details of these last two records and possible reasons for the
species demise

decorders of bird life in Somerset should take any chance
which may come their way of preserving information about
gpecies, once perhaps numerous, but now verging on local
extinction. A case in point is the status of the Black Grouse
on Mendip. 1t seems probable that they are now extinet in
the area. Will observers please report when last they saw or
heard of one there? 1 consider that a leftor written on
20 January 1947, to our member, Mr. H. H. Davis, by Mr.
Joseph Atwell, keeper, Dolebury Warren, from which some
extracts are given below, is of the utmost historical importance :
* Re Black Grouse on the Mendips I should say they are extinet
in the Blackdown area. I have not seen or heard of any for
over twenty years. The last one I saw shot was in Mendip
Wood at the foot of the Down in 1922. It was a very old
Black Cock. I saw a Grey Hen the same year on Dolebury
Warren. A fire had been burning for a couple of days at the
time on the hills ; that was the last T saw or heard of Black
Grouse in this district, Away back in the 1860°s, my grand-
father had the sporting rights of Blackdown and lived in the
keeper’s house on Rowberrow Warren. 1 have heard my
father tell many times of a gentleman killing 8% brace of Black
Grouse besides partridges and hares in one day’s shooting over
pointers. I can remember the beginning of this century when
as a boy I used to walk over the Down and always saw Black
Grouse. When the snow wag on the ground it was nothing to
gee ten or a dozen on the top of the barns at Tynings Farm,
and also up in the hawthorn bushes which formed the boundary
of the Down and Charterhouse.” Keeper Atwell also makes
the observation that his grandfather used to let the shooting
at so much per head of game killod, and sums up his most
interesting letter as follows: ‘I will give you some of the
reasons I think caused them to die out ; first, disease ; second
people setting fire to the Down in the uesting-season; I
remember one scason when the keeper found quite a number of

irey Hens burnt on their nests; third, encroachment of
bracken : and fourth, the increase of foxes all over the
Mendips.’
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Grey Partridge Perdix perdix

This is a scarce, local and seriously declining breeding resident, with many recent records probably relating
to birds released for sporting purposes.

Marshfield is still the main area, the chart below shows how records away from there have slowly declined
this century.
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Number of sites away from the Marshfield area each year this century

It was much commoner in the past, with Davis (1947) describing it as ‘common and widely distributed’
while at the end of the 1800’s it was described as common.
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Pheasant Phasianus colchicus

This is fairly common but under recorded with very large numbers released for ‘sporting’ purposes,
particularly in the Marshfield/Cotswold escarpment area.

This status does not seem to have changed over time, Davis (1947) described it as ‘resident, common in
many parts of the district and abundant where preserved’ while in the late 1800’s it was ‘very common’
(1899) or ‘abundant’ (1874)
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Quail Coturnix coturnix
This is a scarce summer visitor, and presumed breeder, to the north-east of the area.

The average arrival date is 31st May while the earliest arrival date is 7th May in both 2020, at Weston STW,
and 2022, at Compton Dando.

It is rare nationally as a breeding species and the chart below sets out the nhumber of males singing locally
each year this century.
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Breeding success: Number of singing males each year this century

To put the above figures into perspective other recent ‘Quail years’ have involved 18 singing males in 1995,
22 in 1997 and 29 in 1989 (when record numbers were present).

It is also a rare passage migrant with sight records of non-singing birds away from the Marshfield area
requiring supporting notes. The only such recent records are from 1986 (BG 16th May), 1991 (Old Sodbury
29th June, Stanton Prior 29th August), 2006 (Severn Beach 16th July), 2008 (Blakes Pool 7th August,
Hengrove Park 23rd September), 2009 (Compton Dando on May 17th) and 2018 (Compton Dando 21st
May).

Davis (1947) described it as a ‘summer resident in fluctuating numbers. Uncommon and though perhaps
often overlooked is evidently scarcer than formerly. Some increase noted since 1942, birds being recorded
from various places including Abbots Leigh, Hutton, Patchway, Doynton and Pucklechurch and from such
Cotswold areas as Marshfield and Cold Ashton. Breeding reported from Stoke Gifford 1944 while there are
earlier records of nesting at Chipping Sodbury, Sidcot and South Stoke. Exceptional in winter’.

Palmer and Ballance (1968) mention it has occurred since 1950 at Leigh Woods, Failand, Backwell Hill and
Gordano Valley. They also mention it bred at Sidcot in 1876.

Within Bristol itself in the 1800’s, Wheeler (1874) gives it as a ‘rare summer visitor, Stapleton’ while by the
end of that century there are also records from Knowle in October 1885 and on Bedminster Down in June
1900.
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Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa

This is a locally fairly common breeding resident, but large numbers are released for ‘sporting’ purposes,
particularly in the Marshfield/Cotswold escarpment area (eg in 2017 several thousand were released).

At the end of the 1800’'s it was uncommon, the 1899 assessment mentioning one caught in the streets of
Bristol in June 1888, three shot at Frenchay in August 1888 and occurring at Portishead in 1897. The 1932
SBR stated that it ‘appears to be absent in the greater part of the district but very frequent on Wrington
Warren until at least 1918. Birds spread to Wrington from Mendip about 1885; they then spread to Backwell
Hill for two or three years but then disappeared again’. Davis (1947) said it was ‘resident, uncommon but
probably more widespread than is supposed. Scattered pairs have been reported as breeding in various
Mendip localities. Bred Stoke Gifford 1935 and 1936 and doubtless on other occasions. Is said by sportsmen
to have been obtained at Horton, Dyrham, Frampton Cotterell and Queen Charlton’
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Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus

A scarce passage migrant and presumed regular breeding summer visitor in very small numbers. Breeding
is now restricted to sites on the Mendips near the Somerset border and the chart below shows the number
of churring males this century.
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Breeding success: Number of churring males this century

Birds have been regularly noted on the Mendips since 1995 but prior to that the only local records were in
1986 and 1979 and it was treated as a local rarity between 1987 and 2005.

The last breeding attempt away from Mendip was a pair in Leigh Woods in 1972 (and that was the first
breeding attempt in Bristol for 20 years) but the nest was destroyed.

During the 1960’s isolated records away of presumed migrants were almost annual. Migrant records now
need supporting notes, records since 1972 are as follows:

1973 - a male flushed from the reedbed at CVL on May 19th

1975 - Sneyd Park on June 6th

1977 - Cloud Wood Marshfield on June 3rd, a juvenile ringed on Steep Holm on August 26th
1979 - found exhausted in Keynsham on May 15th, heard at Wraxall on September 8th
1986 - male at Wooscombe Bottom, Compton Dando at dusk on May 30th [1987 ABR]
1996 - a male at Hollow Brook car park, CVL on May 27th

2002 - sat on a post in a Backwell garden on September 8th [addenda in 2014 ABR]

2006 - flushed at Northwick Warth on September 9th

2013 - Worle early morning of August 17th, in a garden at Northwick Warth on September 16th and taken
into care, flushed from a Dundry garden on September 18th. Trapped at PWD on September 29th, found
below deck on a ship in RPD on October 9th

2017 - seen in flight near Burnett on August 30th

2018 - sitting on a post in a Nailsea garden on September 2nd

2019 - male flushed at Weston STW on May 1st

2021 - at least two females were in the Gordano valley between May 12th and 23rd

Wheeler (1874) notes it as a ‘'summer visitor, generally distributed in woods’ while Charbonnier (1899) says
‘summer resident, fairly common’ and 1926 SBR ‘distribution dependent on suitable woods and bracken-
grown slopes; most common west and south-west of Bristol, elsewhere decidedly local’. Davis (1947) says
‘summer resident, local but not uncommon in suitable areas. Breeds or has bred at Long Ashton, Leigh
Woods, Backwell, Pensford, Cadbury Camp, Clevedon, Weston-super-Mare and elsewhere’.

Kemp (1982) provides a summary of the local population between 1850 and 1982.
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Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba

A national rarity until 2006 and a local rarity since with just one twentieth century record, briefly at Sand
Point on 21st April, 2002 [BBRC*].

There are six twentieth century records:

1960 - Redcliffe Bay, Portishead on October 2nd [BBRC*]

ALPINE Swirr Apus melba

S. One watched by W.A.H. hawking insects, Redcliffe Bay,

Portishead, Oct. 2 ; diagnostic features included large size, pale
brown upperparts, white belly and broadly forked tail. Record
1967 - off Steep Holm on September 30th [BBRC*]

1969 - Weston-s-Mare on September 20th [BBRC*] [SBR]
1993 - over Aust Cliff for ten minutes on April 11th [BBRC*]

1998 - briefly over CVL on February 18th [BBRC*]
1999 - Northwick Warth on June 5th [BBRC*]
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Swift Apus apus
A common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant.

The BBS results show an 90% decrease since 1994 and the chart below shows the annual percentage
fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 1994 - 2022
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The largest count is of 15,000 at CVL on 2nd June 1981.

The average arrival date is April 17th, five days earlier than given in Bland (1992) while the earliest arrival
date is 8th April, 2001, two at CVL. The average departure date is now September 17th, four days earlier
than given in Bland (1992) while the latest departures are 15th November, 1974 at Downend and 12th
November, 1978 at Littleton on Severn.

The status was similar in the past.

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus

A national rarity with two local record, both this century:

2020, one picked up in Upper Kewstoke on October 22nd was rehabilitated in Somerset and released in
Sussex [BBRC]

2022, three at Aust Warth on October 31st [BBRC].
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Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
An uncommon and seriously declining spring migrant and breeding summer visitor in line with national
trends. The chart below shows the bird-days each year this century.
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Annual bird-days this century

It is very scarce after June and recent tracking has shown that most UK adults depart at that time.

The average arrival date is April 13th, a day later than given by Bland (1992) with an earliest arrival of 20th
March, 1983, a male at Burrington. The current average departure date is August 14th, substantially earlier
than the September 5th mentioned in Bland (1992). The latest departure is 30th September, 2012, a

juvenile missing some feathers at New Passage and Severn Beach.

It was commoner in the past with both Wheeler (1874) and Charbonnier (1899) describing it as common
while Davis (1947) called it ‘common and widely distributed’.
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Pallas’s Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus
A national rarity with a few local records from the invasions in the second half of the 1800’s.

Although Charbonnier (1899) says that ‘several were obtained in 1863’ I cannot trace any specific records,
those mentioned in Davis (1947) are all from the present-day Gloucestershire and page 115 of volume VI
of the Bristol Naturalists Proceedings says none occurred ‘in our vicinity’.

Davis (1947) says that in the 1888 irruption ‘single birds were shot on Kenn Moor and at Portishead and
Yate, and two were killed at Hambrook, while a party of 20 was seen at Norton St. Philip. Others were
reported from the Weston-super-Mare area’. Volume VI of the BNS Proceedings says, at page 115, that the
birds at Yate, Hambrook and Kenn were all shot in July while Blathwayt (1906) says the Norton St. Philip
birds were at the end of June. Hayes (2019) mentions eight, possibly ten, at Hambrook on 3rd June, 1888
but does not give a source.
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Feral Pigeon Columba livia

An introduced, common resident, mostly found in urban areas with a largest count of 460 at the Floating
Harbour on 12th December, 2018.

The species shows a 7% decrease since 1994 and the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.
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The species was not mentioned in the annual reports until 1992, while Tully (1998) analyses flock size in
the 1991/92 winter.

Stock Dove Columba oenas

A fairly common breeding resident with a largest count of 800 at OPS on 14th December, 1996. The BBS
results show a 27% decrease since 1994 and the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 1994 - 2022
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Wheeler (1874) said it was ‘generally distributed, woods’ while Charbonnier (1899) said ‘resident, not
uncommon’. The 1926 SBR said it ‘fairly generally distributed wherever suitable old timber occurs, but
almost everywhere scarce’ while Davis (1947) gives it as ‘resident, common and widely distributed but less
abundant than Woodpigeon’.
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Woodpigeon Columba palumbus

An abundant breeding resident and migrant, one of our commonest species. The largest counts are of
10,000 moving over Kingswood on 16th November, 2015 (when 6,500 were counted flying south at CVL)
and of 5,000 in the Marshfield area on 30th October and 1st November, 2017.

The BBS results show a 71% increase since 1994 and the chart below shows the annual percentage
fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 1994 - 2022
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Wheeler (1874) says ‘generally distributed, woods and copses’ while Charbonnier (1899) ‘resident, common
and Davis (1947) ‘resident, common and widely distributed. Sometimes in very large flocks following winter

immigration’
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Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

This was formerly a fairly common summer visitor but it has undergone a steep decline and is now only a
scarce passage migrant. Descriptions have been required since 2004 with 22 individuals recorded since
then:

2004, in a Keynsham garden from June 22nd until first week of July
2005, in a Weston-super Mare garden from June 4th until 7th with presumed same at Sand Point June 19th

2006, three individuals — OPS on April 22nd, CVL on May 16th, Rangeworthy garden from May 22nd until
26th

2007, two individuals - Marshfield on June 2nd, BG on September 11th

2008, three individuals - Sand Bay on May 29th, Sandford garden in May [2009 ABR], Marshfield on
September 12th

2009, two at CI-Y on June 4th

2011, two individuals — Severn Beach on April 24th, Severn Beach on May 6th

2012, three individuals — Severn Beach on April 23rd, OPS on April 30th, Timsbury garden on June 6th
2013, OPS on September 29th

2016, gardens at New Passage from May 11th until 13th

2017, Northwick Warth from October 1st until 7th

2022, two individuals — Wickwar on April 29th, Hewish on October 15th

The table below shows the previous annual numbers since 1986.

1986 87 88 89 1990 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000 01 02 2003

Number of individuals recorded in the years prior to descriptions being required

The largest count was 61 at Saltford on 17th August, 1969 [SBR].

Bland (1992) gave an average arrival date of April 26th and earliest arrival dates of 5th April, 1970 and
10th April, 1988, two at Severn Beach. He also gave an average departure date of September 14th with a
latest departure of 17th November, 1962, two with Collared Doves at Avonmouth.

The last locally bred juveniles were seen in 1983 although the last local breeding attempt was in 1991, at
Pensford.

Wheeler (1874) says it was a ‘'summer visitor, not common, Leigh’ while Charbonnier (1899) said a ‘summer
resident, fairly common’. The 1926 SBR says ‘unevenly distributed. Common to west and south-west of
Bristol and in lower Chew Valley eg at Pensford where numerous. Regular in small humbers to Yeo Valley
about Compton Martin and Ubley and the upper Chew Valley below Litton. Frequent Bath district, and seen
at Worlebury’ while the 1938 SBR said ‘widely spread and fairly common. Regular summer migrant in
Abbot’s Leigh-Failand-Cadbury Camp district’. Davis (1947) says ‘summer resident, widely distributed and
not uncommon in most parts of the district’. Bland and Dadds (2012) say that in the 1972 breeding atlas
breeding was proven in half of the 10km squares surveyed, with a maximum of 56 records.
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Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

A common breeding resident with a largest count of 300 at Avonmouth in January and February 1980. The
BBS results show a 6% decrease since 1994 and the chart below shows the annual percentage fluctuations.

Year on year % change in breeding numbers 1994 - 2022
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The first local records were as recent as 1960:

1960 - two, probably a pair, visited a garden in Chipping Sodbury on May 7th [1961 ABR]

1961 - one trapped in a Barbary Dove aviary in same Chipping Sodbury garden on March 25th remained in
the vicinity until April 21st when joined by second until 23rd. Up to eight in gardens and cemetery in
Shirehampton from August 1st until end of year, with one pair unsuccessfully breeding.

1962 - records from 11 widespread sites with c50 in Avonmouth in July32
1963 - three pairs successfully bred and a maximum of 92 at Avonmouth on October 28th
1964 - 35 to 40 pairs probably breeding in Bristol with flocks of 175 — 200 at Avonmouth Docks

1965 - breeding reported from Weston, Clevedon and Bristol. SBR says ‘breeding season or breeding
records from Pill, Abbots Leigh, Clifton Suspension Bridge, Long Ashton, Clevedon, near Bath, Weston-
super-Mare district, Kewstoke and Worlebury

32 palmer and Ballance (1968) give the first record for Somerset as ‘near Bishop Sutton, 30th April, 1962. In same year appeared on
outskirts of Bristol, at Redhill, Kewstoke and Weston-super-Mare’
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Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

An uncommon winter visitor, scarce in summer, and very scarce/scarce as a breeding species. The table
below shows the limited number of sites it is reported from

2000 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 2010 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2020 21 22

Number of sites reported from in each year this century

Wheeler (1874) gives it as ‘occasional, Ashton, Stapleton’ while Charbonnier (1899) says ‘resident, not
uncommon in suitable localities, more abundant in winter’ and Davis (1947) says ‘chiefly a winter visitor

occurring not uncommonly in suitable habitats. Scarce as a breeding bird though perhaps overlooked. Has
been recorded as nesting at BL".
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Corncrake Crex crex

This is now a local rarity, with just three twentieth century records:

2002, remains found of a Peregrine kill at St John’s church, Bath on October 4th [2008 ABR]
2003, calling at BL on May 27th

2011, calling at Chipping Sodbury common on July 31st

It was much commoner in the past.

Wheeler (1874) says ‘common, in fields generally’ while Charbonnier (1899) says ‘summer resident.
Common. Has been found occasionally in mid-winter’. The 1926 SBR states ‘scarce and erratic although
possibly once more common, perhaps now showing slight tendency to increase. Rather frequent 20 years
ago in Bath district’.

Davis (1947) says ‘Formerly a widely known summer resident but has greatly decreased since early in the
present century and now appears to be scarce over most of the district. No definite breeding information in
recent years, though calling has been reported from various localities including Rangeworthy, Saltford,
Failand, Nailsea and Tickenham. Noted fairly frequently on autumn passage’. Palmer and Ballance (1968)
states ‘from 1924 to 1936 heard in six places between Bristol and Weston-super-Mare. Only passage records
1937 - 43. Since then, heard in ten places, most frequently at Saltford and Tickenham. Four passage
records’

Specific published records are as follows:
1929 - young bird ringed at Abbots Leigh on July 16th [SBR]
1930 - bred at Abbots Leigh Palmer and Ballance (1968), Failand on May 9th [SBR]

1932 - heard by Beggars Bush Lane, Failand on May 13th, three heard in widely separated fields near Nailsea in May,
June and July, a pair in a Wrington garden [SBR]

1933 - one or more round Abbot’s Pool during the summer [SBR]
1935 - picked up exhausted at Abbots Leigh on April 12th [SBR]

1938 - killed at Lulsgate Bottom on September 3rd after hitting the windscreen of a car, disturbed from grass near
Patchway Common on October 30th

1940 - caught in wire netting at Long Ashton on April 22nd

1941 - shot near Whitchurch on September 2nd

1942 - in a wheat field at Stoke Gifford on August 29th, in a barley crop above Dyrham Wood on September 1st
1943 - found dead at Burnett on August 27th

19