Rare Bird Recording Form
Please use this form if you see species rare or unusual for the Bristol region (the old county of Avon).

The idea is to describe the circumstances, what the bird looked like and how you identified it so we can make an assessment. The amount of detail required in the various sections varies according to the species. For a rare but obvious species such as Spoonbill a few lines would suffice. It's useful to know what the bird did (e.g. if it flew over in a particular direction we might be able to link it with other sightings) and also your previous experience of the species. The key section is the description of the bird. It is important that you say what you actually saw; usually a description of the whole bird is not vital. For example, if you fail to see the rump of a Yellow-browed Warbler you could probably clinch the identification if you got a good look at the head pattern. 
Photos are extremely helpful to us. They will often more or less do the whole job but it is always desirable to have some confirmation about when and where the pictures were taken. A description of plumage tones can be very helpful too as photos can be somewhat misleading.
Once complete please email your completed form to avonbirdrecorder@gmail.com 
	Species
	

	How many
	
	Age / sex
	

	Date first seen
	
	Date last seen
	

	Location
	

	Grid reference, if known
	


	Your name
	

	Your contact details
	

	Other observers
	

	Finder (if different)
	

	Identifier (if different)
	

	Any who disagree with ID?
	


	Optical aids used
	

	Distance from bird
	

	Was the bird photographed or videoed? Has either been published?
	


	Species present for comparison
	

	Your experience of the species
	

	Your experience of similar species
	


	Weather conditions
	

	Viewing conditions
	


	How certain are you of the identification?
	


Description of bird (including briefly the circumstances of finding the bird)
Things you might consider when composing your description.

General impression & shape: Shape and size compared to any other nearby birds is useful.

Behaviour:
What was the bird doing, what type of feeding action, etc
Jizz 

    That ‘indefinable something’ about the way it behaved

Flight action:
How was the bird flying, level flight, undulating, shallow/deep wing-beats, hovering, soaring?

Plumage details:
The main part of the description, record all the markings, colour, plumage features.

Bill features:
Describe length, colour, shape, sturdiness, of bill.

Legs:
Describe length, colour, and thickness of legs.

Eye:
Iris colour, any orbital ring?

Tail:
Long or short, shape, forked, square-tipped, rounded; any markings?

Call or Song


	


